Update on Joseph Project Orphanage, June 27th 2013
This photo, taken last weekend, shows Pastor Sika with the staff, orphans and some of the children who attend the church there - he says it is impossible to take a photo of the orphans without the church kids being there too! We are happy to share with you these short testimonies written by the children in the orphanage and hope they will touch your hearts and truly bless you for YOUR faithful prayers and support! This past year has been one requiring much prayer and great faith of all concerned - with many hindrances, sicknesses and spiritual attacks. As you see from these testimonies, although not all the children are truly orphaned, all come from very desperate backgrounds. Pastor Sika and his team spent many weeks last year meeting with village chiefs, leaders and families in the area, before deciding on which children to accept into the JP. We truly thank everyone who prays and gives to this project, and we joyfully give glory to God for helping us all reach this first year anniversary. As I look at our ministry bank records, I see that we have only been able to send an average of just under $400 per month during the past year - to pay for the ag project, staff salaries, school supplies and food for the 20 children! We know that a few local people in Togo also help from time to time, but no doubt it is truly a MIRACLE and proves that God is faithful. "...and the Lord worked with them, and confirmed his word by the signs that accompanied it." Mark 16:20b   




       









       Blessings and thanks, Gerald and Shirley
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ORPHANS TESTIMONIES FROM THE JOSEPH PROJECT ORPHANAGE JUNE 2013
(as written by them and translated by Pastor Sika, Shirley's comments in parentheses)
 

1 - Mabourou (boy, age 18)
My life was much more difficult when our mom and dad were dead and we were kept at a fetish doctor (a woman) and witch who abused us and wanted to put us in a convent and wants to stop my school career. Through Pastor Sika that we are now here at JP. Even if we don't find even not to eat much everytime, at least we have freedom. Here I'm going to school and come back home to learn my lessons and homework household [chores]. I say much thanks to God because our adoptive mother is also converted because of Pastor SIKA. That made great things in our life. I also want to say thanks to you who has created this center and Karen that often sends us letters of encouragement and thanks to all those who feed us. I love everyone.
2 - Gregory (boy, 12)
This is my senior brother Mabourou that Pastor SIKA helped before me because after the death of our parents, the family had leave me by someone that had much abuse me. I often go to the field to cultivate and I didn't know any notebook [have any schooling]. It is truly a miracle for me to live in this center today because my story is very long. I want to just say thank you all who create this center and God do never forget you.
 

3 - Akouvi (girl, 16)
My dad was died of disease and my dead mother was drown in the Mono River. Pastor Sika helped us before our mother died and after the death of our mother we came to stay at the center. Suffering was very difficult and our brothers went to learn a trade. We are now two at the center. Last years we suffered so much but now we are free in the JP and eat, I'm going to a school and my school fees is now well paid. After we wash our clothes and sweep the House and our compound. My friend prefer [best friend] at the center is Yao. Thanks to mom Shirley, Karen, Pastor Sika and all Christians who send us money.

4 - Yaovi (boy, 13)
My sister is Akouvi and I mean the same thing. But I want to again say thanks to mom Shirley, Karen, Pastor Sika and all Christians who send us money. I want to ask prayers for our brothers who are in Lomé to learning a trade. I love everyone but especially Gregoire.

5 - Kossi (boy, 14)
My mom was died after a serious illness during which my dad was not as the way to bring it to the hospital. The suffering became still more difficult and my dad was forced to come and see Pastor Sika who has finally accept to save me. I am very happy to be here today. I love Pastor Tomety, who teaches the bible and Karen and Shirley who sent us letters of encouragement. I love everyone at the center.

6 - Chantale (girl, 11)
It  was Pastor Sika that had helped me to live in this center when he was come to our village to talk with the chief of the village and talk to him about Joseph Project. I love everyone but my friend preferred at the center is Abla. 

7 - Afine (girl, 11)
All my relatives were dead and I could no longer go to school. My life was very desperate when Pastor SIKA had started to help me and then told me to come stay at the center. My life at the center is better than before because I have started school and I eat more than before even if sometimes at center the meals are irregular. Thanks you all that feed us and give the money for us. I love my sister... And we have fun a lot at the center.

8 - Emefa (girl, 13)
My dad died of an evil in the belly of less than 10 minutes because this was spiritual death because himself is a sorcerer, murderer and charlatan. He did much evil in the village of SIKA KONDJI. It was Pastor SIKA who got talking about God and I decided worship God and my mother has asked that I come stay at the center and Pastor SIKA accepted. Before in my family we worship the devil and because of me my mom and my brothers today worship Jesus. I thank Shirley, Karen, Pastor SIKA and all those which help us to eat at the center. I love everyone.
9 - Abla (girl, 14)
Once I suffered much to eat and the life was very difficult because I was left in the family and it is the people of the village who helped me and by some miracle I had learned that Pastor SIKA is interested to the orphans and I was come to see him and there he accepted to help me. He paid me the school fees and foods, gave me money and when the construction of the center is completed, he asked me to come live at the center. I henceforth have peace and I believe now that I have behind me a parent. I love Jesus and everyone at the center. I helps a lot the other girls in the center by making the dishes from a school. We lack a lot of the clothing and food sometimes...Thank you for your letters of encouragement and your financial  helps .
10 - Abla (girl, 15)
My parents died in idolatry and with miracle Pastor SIKA came to talk with our Chief of the village about Joseph Project and the Chief confided to Pastor Sika and today I live well at the center but only sometimes we hardly eat because people do not give much. Sometimes we eat much and sometimes not. We need shoes for school. Pastor Sika pay us school fees. I say thank you to everyone.
 

11 - Djimedo (boy, 10)
After the death of my parents I was stay at home an adoptive parent who taught me to serve him than to go to school. I'm often late and I was hardly eating. This is our village's chief that said to Pastor Sika, who begin by helping me financially and now I'm in the center of Joseph Project where I eat more before but I want [need] only clothes and shoes. I thank very much to Pastor Sika and my mom Shirley and Karen who give us to eat in this center. At the center I have known many who are my friends.
12 - Kokou (boy, 13)
My dad died tragically of an accident and life becomes more difficult to my mother and me. My mom and me eat often [just] once a day and sometimes we find even not to eat when my mom learned that Pastor SIKA is helping orphans of the area and implore to Pastor SIKA to help me and he did it and today I am also in JP where I eat more than before. My tuition fees and school supplies are paid. It is a great joy for me and my mom. Thanks much to Pastor SIKA, Shirley, Karen and all those who often help us to eat. I am very pleased for the word of God by Pastor Tomety. I love Joseph Project. Thanks God.
 

13 - Joseph (boy, 14)
I was totally abandoned and forgotten by my father when my mom was dead because my father is high drinks of alcohol and he beat me a lot and I fled to go stay at a family adopted where Pastor Sika got and save me. Today I am very proud to be in this center of JP where I am in peace and saved by the word of God through Pastor Tomety ...I often sweeps our dormitory and the JP compound before leaving [for] school. We need your prayers again for adequate food to the center, clothes and shoes...I love you MOM Shirley and all the others who think much for us and give us a dining. In our church we pray much for you all.
 

14 - Patrick (boy, 11)
My dad was died very long and we are three children for our MOM and dad. Our suffering was very big that my mom was forced to contact Pastor SIKA to help us and he did since and when JP is built Pastor SIKA decided to help me alone because I'm the eldest in my family and the others are small. I live well at the center. I eat. I swept, I wash the dishes etc... Sometimes we do not eat much because there is not many foods. Thanks to feed all of us and thanks you all who put your money for us. Thank you also for your prayers and we pray also for you.
15 - Tchinvi (boy, 10)
It was very catastrophic my life when our chief of village had helped to confy [convey?] me to Pastor SIKA. After the death of my mom and my dad, I walked doors to doors to ask foods and money and help and I slept everywhere. Today I live in the center of JP. Even if I don't eat every day I am very happy because I have at least today the parents as Pastor SIKA, SHIRLEY, KAREN and all those who think to us and send us food. I love working in the center. School fees is payable [paid], notebooks and other things we are paid. Many thanks to God.
16 - Yawo (girl, 10)
It was after the death of my MOM that my suffering has many increase because it was my mom who often feed all the family and my dad did nothing. He also drinks alcohol and he defeated much my mom and me. I am the only daughter to my parents. Suffering was also great that our village chief told me to see Pastor Sika. Today I am in JP and I'm comfortable and I eat. I only need of clothes and shoes and especially money for breakfast at the school. But I want to say big thank you to Shirley and Karen who help us much. Today, I am a Christian and I also really like the Pastor Tomety for the word of God ..Thanks to Jesus.
17 - Kossi (boy, 14)
My dad and my mom were died of AIDS and the life was become very terrible for us. I was become a thief kid and rude and I save today by our village chief and Pastor SIKA . I am today in the center of JP. My story is long but I thank you for all your letters of encouragement and your money that nourishes us. Only we still need food and clothing. We also pray for you as you do for us.
 

18 - Yaovi (boy, 14)
I am born in Akladjenou and I have not known my family because they are dead when I was very small... I was keep my uncle which is witch doctor. I go to the farm [fields] with my uncle's wife. This is our village chief who got entrust Pastor SIKA. In the JP I am most free than when I was at my adoptive parents. I eat, I'm going to a school and my school fees is now well paid. I much learn the bible with Pastor Tomety. I love Jesus. My friend I prefer [best friend] at the center is Djimedo. Thank to mom Shirley, Karen and Pastor Sika and all Christians who send us money.
  

19 - Yawo (boy, 12)
I'm also borned in Akladjenou and Yaovi is my big brother. We have the same testimony and I want only to say thank you to God for the life of all those who help us. Once again thanks YOU so much.
20 - Gros (boy, 15)
I did borned also in Akladjenou and I was going to farm [fields] more than the school because I had learned how to cultivate because my mom and dad were dead and I was staying with a foster family who let his children go to school and I have to go to farm. It is a miracle for me when I still continue today to the school and I want to thank to our village chief who ask Pastor SIKA to keep me at the center. Thanks to God. Today I became Christian because I give my life to Jesus at the Centre. I am very pleased with the center despite the lack of food some times. I also lack of clothing and shoes. We believe that God will fill in the years to come. I love all my leaders and my comrades of the JP center. 
