Outline of the Book of Hebrews
written by Shirley Davis

This letter was written anonymously and in fact no-one knows who did write it. Although sometimes attributed to Paul, its style is very different from Paul's many letters. The author is likely to have been a Christian Greek-speaking Jew as he obviously knows the Old Testament very well. It is also not known to whom the letter was written - "to the Hebrews" is a general title but may have been added later. It seems to have been written to Jewish Christians who were often tempted to fall back into the religious ceremonial ways. It was probably written around the 60s A.D. as there is no reference to the temple being destroyed, preventing all Jewish sacrifices after the fall in 70 A.D. The main theme of the letter is to help the readers better understand how to approach God - through the person of Jesus Christ as opposed to the Old Testament priesthood and sacrificial system. It compares the role of Christ as High Priest with the traditional Old Testament one, and gives an excellent teaching on faith illustrated by many Old Testament examples.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
Hebrews 1:3 "The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, 


sustaining all things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down 

at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven."

v.1-3

Clear definition of Jesus Christ as God's Son and being the exact embodiment of God's glory and power.
v.4-7

Comparison to the angels, which God created to be His servants.

v.8-14

Scripture quotes from Psalms regarding Christ as righteous king of creation (Psalm 45:6-7); eternal 


creator of the finite universe (Psalm 102:25-27); and being worthy of sitting next to God (Psalm 110:1).


(Note: the quotes differ somewhat from our OT version as they came originally from the Greek Septuagint



version and the writer also interprets them with some freedom. The writer similarly uses many 



references to OT scriptures throughout this letter.) 

Chapter 2
Hebrews 2:18 "Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is able to help those who 


are being tempted."
v.1-4

It is stressed that if the message of the Law in the Old Testament is true and important, how much more 


so is that of salvation from Jesus Christ, confirmed by signs, miracles and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
v.5-9

Jesus was made human (a little lower than the angels) for a time until he conquered death and was 


crowned in glory with everything else placed under his feet and authority.

v.10-13

Through Jesus' suffering, he was made perfect and provided salvation for all mankind, calling us brothers.

v.14-18

For Jesus to become our High Priest, providing us with salvation and forgiveness of sin, he had to be 


made human and go through the same temptations and sufferings - and as a result, he can truly 



understand and help us at such times.
Chapter 3
Hebrews 3:12 "See to it, brothers and sisters, that none of you has a sinful, unbelieving heart that 


turns away from the living God."

v.1-6

Moses was greatly honored by the Jews because he faithfully served God, but Jesus is greater than even 

Moses because he is God's Son.

v.7-11

Quote from Psalm 95:7-11.
v.12-19

We are reminded not to be like the Israelites in the desert - seeing God's miracles and receiving God's 


Word, yet becoming hard of heart because of the deceitfulness of sin.

Chapter 4
Hebrews 4:12 "For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 


penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes 

of the heart."
v.1-11

God wants us to enter into his "rest" - which can only happen through our faith and obedience to Him. It is 

not talking about physical work but the "work" of being in charge of our own lives and making decisions. If 


we put our trust in God and obey His way, led by the Holy Spirit, we experience His "rest" and peace.
v.12-13

God's Word described as a two-edged sword, reaches down to divide between even our soul and spirit,



judging the thoughts and attitudes of our heart! God knows EVERYTHING about us and will hold us 


accountable. God's Word is truly our guide if we trust and obey it.
v.14-16

With Jesus as our High Priest we can confidently turn to him to give us mercy and help in time of need.

Chapter 5 
Hebrews 5:14 "But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use have trained themselves to 


distinguish good from evil."

v.1-10

The calling of a high priest and why Jesus is forever the perfect high priest for mankind's salvation.

v.11-14

Understanding about righteousness (through Christ) is key to our maturing in our faith. 



Note v.14: We should train ourselves continuously to recognize the good and the evil around us!
Chapter 6
Hebrews 6:12 "We do not want you to become lazy, but to imitate those who through faith and 


patience inherit what has been promised."
v.1-3

Note what the writer considers as the basic foundations of our faith: including repentance, faith in God, 


instruction on baptisms (water and spiritual?), laying on of hands (for healing and for ministry?), the 


resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment.

v.4-6

He says that if we truly understand such things, have experienced God's goodness and the Holy Spirit, 


and then fall away from God, how could we ever repent again? It is as if we have crucified Jesus again.

v.7-12

He encourages us not to give up but continue in our faith to the end, so that through faith and patience we 

may receive our inheritance in God's Kingdom.
Chapter 7
Hebrews 7:25 "Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, 


because he always lives to intercede for them."
v.1-10

Melchizedek is considered as a great high priest even before the Law was given by God to Moses and 


the priesthood established. 

v.11-17

Jesus is compared to Melchizedek because he did not come from the tribe of Levi, but because of his life.

v.18-25

Jesus brought in a new and better covenant.

v.26-28

Why Jesus is the perfect High Priest.
Chapter 8
Hebrews 8:1 "Now the main point of what we are saying is this: We do have such a high priest, 


who sat down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in heaven,"
v.1-6

The high priests on earth only served in a sanctuary that was a copy of the one in Heaven. Jesus is High 


Priest of the true holy sanctuary in Heaven and his covenant is superior.
v.7-13

God made a new covenant through Jesus because the old one with Israel was broken by unfaithfulness. 


In the new covenant, God writes His laws on our hearts and we can each come to know Him.
Chapter 9
Hebrews 9:28 "so also Christ was offered once for all time as a sacrifice to take away the sins of 


many people. He will come again, not to deal with our sins, but to bring salvation to all who are 


eagerly waiting for him."

v.1-5

Description of the earthly tabernacle as instructed to be built by Moses.

v.6-10

Explanation of the yearly sacrifices as matters of ceremonial regulations.

v.11-15

Christ did not enter the Holy Place by means of the blood of animals, but instead by his own blood, which 


created a new and even greater covenant - providing forgiveness and cleansing of the sins of everyone. 

v.16-22

A will (a form of covenant) cannot be in force without the death of the one who made it - hence the need 


for sacrifices under the first covenant. 

v.23-28

Because of Christ's death, the new covenant is now in effect forever - not needing repeated sacrifices.

Chapter 10
Hebrews 10:36 "You need to persevere so that when you have done the will of God, you will 


receive what he has promised."
v.1-4

The annual Jewish sacrifices are only a reminder of the sins, as animal blood cannot cleanse completely.

v.5-10

Quotation from Psalm 40:6-8 referring to Christ sacrificing his own body.
v.11-18

Christ's sacrifice was once and for all.

v.19-25

With the argument made about Christ's one-time sacrifice, we should now be confident that by faith our 


relationship with God has been restored. So in faith we can move on to love and good deeds, meeting 


and encouraging one another often.

v.26-31

Serious reminder of the danger of continuing deliberately to sin after we have knowledge of the truth!
v.32-34

Often our faith is strong and we are full of excitement right after being saved. We must not lose this!

v.35-39

We are encouraged to not give up or doubt, but keep on doing the will of God and one day receive what 


has been promised.


Chapter 11
Hebrews 11:6 "And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to 


him must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him."
v.1-2

This verse simply defines faith and could be the title for the rest of the chapter, with its many examples.
v.3-7

Faith as seen in the Creation and the stories of Abel, Enoch and Noah.

v.8-12

The faith of Abraham.

v.13-16

Those who demonstrate faith are focused on what they believe lies ahead, not on the situation they are 


living in. This makes them different from most other people - almost like aliens.

v.17-22

The faith of the Patriarchs from Abraham through Joseph.
v.23-31

The faith of Moses and those who were involved in the Israelites being freed from Egypt and returning to 


their own land.
v.32-40

The writer ends with a long list of faithful people in Scripture who even suffered terribly but refused to 


deny their faith. They did not receive what was promised during their earthly life, but will do so with us 


when we all meet God together.
Chapter 12
Hebrews 12:7 "Put up with hard times. God uses them to train you. He is treating you as his 


children. What children are not trained by their parents?" (NIRV)

v.1-3

We should be encouraged by these stories of faithful people and fix our eyes on Jesus Christ as the main 

example.
v.4-13

Proverbs 3:11-12 is quoted for a teaching on being disciplined by our Father God. We should consider 


enduring hardship as part of being disciplined - not as punishment for doing something wrong, but as 


training to be stronger.

v.14-17

We should make every effort to live in peace and be holy....

v.18-24

We should not view God as unapproachable or terrifying. But instead we should come to God with joy 


because of Jesus and the new covenant.

v.25-29

Yet we should greatly respect and never refuse God, whose kingdom is unshakeable although everything 

else WILL be shaken!

Chapter 13
Hebrews 13:5 "Keep your lives free from the love of money and be content with what you have, 


because God has said, “Never will I leave you; never will I forsake you."
v.1-6

This chapter sums up with many short reminders of how we should obey God and live as Christians. We 


can be content with what we have if we truly believe that Jesus is always with us and will help us.

v.7-14

Another reminder of following Jesus rather than the ceremonial religious Jewish laws.

v.15-16

Instead of burnt offerings, the writer considers as sacrifices: praising God and talking about Jesus, doing 


good and sharing with others. 
v.17-19

Importance of submitting to the authority of the leaders in the church.

v.20-25

Closing prayer and final greetings.
