Outline of the Book of Revelation

written by Shirley Davis 
This book was written by John, towards the end of his life while he was imprisoned on the Isle of Patmos, probably around A.D. 96. It begins by explaining it is "The revelation from Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his servants what must soon take place...." but it contains many mysterious illustrations and visions about the End Times that are not easy to understand. 

Hundreds of books and commentaries have been written about it and still most scholars disagree on its interpretation, but a clear blessing is pronounced at the beginning: "Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what is written in it, because the time is near." 
As a result, rather than being avoided, this book is one that probably should be studied periodically through one's lifetime especially as we see more and more signs of the End Times approaching. Therefore we have put together this simple study guide (using KJV, NIV and Amplified Bibles) but with no commentary - just key verses highlighted, especially regarding important stages of the End Times, and noting verses mentioning the presence of God's faithful still on earth.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1

v.1-3

The blessing for reading and considering this prophecy

v.4-11

John's account of how he received the Revelation directly from Jesus Christ

v.12-20

John sees the 7 golden candlesticks and describes Jesus
Chapter 2

v.1-7

Jesus' message to the churches at Ephesus, with praise, warning and blessing to overcomers 
v.8-11

Message to church at Smyrna, with praise, encouragement and blessing to those who overcome

v.12-17

Message to church at Pergamos, with praise, warning and blessing to overcomers

v.18-29

Message to church at Thyatira, with praise but also reproof for tolerating a false prophet, blessing to 


overcomers
Chapter 3

v.1-6

Jesus' message to the church at Sardis, with warning to repent and promise of blessing to those who do v.7-13

Message to church at Philadelphia, with encouragement to stay strong and blessing to overcomers 
v.14-22

Message to church at Laodicea, with rebuke for being neither hot nor cold, but promise of blessing for 


those who overcome
Chapter 4

v.1-5

John sees God on his throne and the 24 elders 
v.6-11

Description of the 4 beasts or spiritual creatures in Heaven giving glory to God
Chapter 5

v.1-4

John sees the scroll with 7 seals and 
v.5-8

The Lamb (Jesus) comes to open the seals and read the scroll

v.9-14

Millions of angels and every creature give praise and glory to God and Jesus

Chapter 6

v.1-2  

Jesus opens 1st seal - rider on white horse goes out to conquer

v.3-4 

Jesus opens 2nd seal - rider on red horse goes out to take peace from earth and cause war

v.5-6 

Jesus opens 3rd seal - rider on black horse goes out to cause food shortages and famine

v.7-8
 
Jesus opens 4th seal - rider on grey horse (Death) to kill 1/4 earth by war, famine and plague
v.9-11 

Jesus opens 5th seal - souls of those killed because of faith told to wait to be avenged until the rest of 


those ALSO to be martyred has been accomplished
v.12.

Jesus opens 6th seal - great earthquake, mountains and islands moved, sky rolled up - EVERYONE on 


earth terrified, hides and knows the day of God's judgment has come
Chapter 7

v.1-8

4 angels holding back the winds of destruction are told to wait until a seal is put on the foreheads of the 


servants of God. 144,000 are sealed from the 12 tribes of Israel

v.9-17

Then great multitude wearing white robes, from EVERY tribe and nation worship before God. John is told 


they are those who have COME OUT OF the Great Tribulation
Chapter 8

v.1-6

Jesus opens 7th seal - silence in heaven, then 7 angels with 7 trumpets
v.7

1st trumpet sounded - hail and fire burns up 1/3 of earth with 1/3 of trees and grass

v.8-9

2nd trumpet sounded -  blazing mountain thrown into the sea causing 1/3 sea to turn to blood, killing 1/3 


sea creatures and destroying1/3 ships

v.10-11

3rd trumpet sounded - blazing star falls to earth (Wormwood) causing 1/3 rivers and springs of water to 


become bitter which kills many people
v.12-13

4th trumpet sounded - 1/3 sun, moon and stars darkened

Chapter 9

v.1-12

5th trumpet sounded - star falls and opens pit, from which come locusts like scorpions. They do not 


attack plants, only people who do NOT have the seal of God on their foreheads - they are not killed but 


tormented for 5 months. The locusts have a king over them (Apollyon). 1st woe.  
v.13-22

6th trumpet sounded - the 4 angels set free to kill 1/3 mankind. They have 200 million mounted troops 


with them, who have fire, smoke and sulfur coming out of their mouths, which kills people. The rest of the 


people not killed by them still do not repent or give up their gods and sinful ways

Chapter 10 

v.1-7

Mighty angel comes down from heaven and swears there will be no more delay and when the 7th angel 


blows his trumpet God's mystery spoken of by his prophets will be accomplished

v.8-11

John given another prophecy about the nations

Chapter 11

v.1-2

God says Jerusalem will be trampled on by the Gentiles for 31/2 years
v.3-6

He will give power to his 2 witnesses who will prophesy for 31/2 years and if anyone tries to harm 
them 


fire will come out of their mouths and destroy them. They will have the power to stop the rain, turn water 


into blood and strike the earth with plagues

v.7-10

When they finish their testimony the beast from the abyss will kill them, and their bodies will be left in the 


street for 31/2 days to be viewed by everyone from around the world who will also rejoice in their deaths

v.11-14

Then God breathes life into them again and they ascend into heaven while their enemies watch. At the 


same moment there's a huge earthquake killing 7,000 people and the survivors are terrified 



End of 2nd woe.

v.15-19

7th trumpet (final) sounded - shouting and rejoicing in heaven, God's temple opened, and great 



earthquake, hailstorm etc.
Chapter 12

v.1-2

Great sign in heaven of woman with crown of 12 stars, pregnant and about to give birth

v.3-4

Sign of dragon with 7 heads and crowns and 10 horns waiting to devour newborn child 

v.5-6

Male child is born who will rule all nations, and he is taken up to God in heaven. The woman flees to hide 


in the desert where she is cared for by God for 31/2 years

v.7-9

War in heaven, with Michael and his angels fighting and winning over the dragon and his angels, who are 


hurled down to the earth
v.10-12

Voice declares now has come the Kingdom of God

v.13-17

Dragon is angry and pursues the woman who is protected, so the dragon goes off to make war against 


the rest of her offspring - those who obey God and hold to the testimony of Jesus
Chapter 13

v.1-4

Beast with 10 horns and crowns and 7 heads with blasphemous names comes out of sea and is 


given power and great authority by the dragon. One of heads of beast had a fatal wound but it was 


healed. Whole world follows beast and worships it and the dragon.

v.5-9

Beast is given power of speech and freedom to exercise his will for 31/2years, and allowed to make war 


against the saints and conquer them. He is given power over whole world (all nations) and everyone 


around the world who has not got name written in Book of Life will worship him

v.10

Special call for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints-
v.11-14 
Another beast rises up out of the earth with 2 horns like a lamb but speaks like a dragon. Has the 


authority of the first beast and makes everyone worship the first beast. He performs miracles and 



deceives the people to set up an image of the first beast.

v.15-18

He is given power to give breath to the image so it can speak, and causes those who refuse to worship it 


to be killed. He forces everyone to receive the Mark of the Beast (666), so they cannot buy or sell 


without it 
Chapter 14

v.1-5

Then John sees the Lamb on Mt Zion (Jerusalem) with the 144,000 singing a new song

v.6-7

An angel proclaims the gospel to all those living on earth in every nation, saying they should 


worship God for the hour of his judgment has come
v.8

Another angel follows proclaiming that Babylon the Great has fallen
v.9-11

3rd angel follows warning everyone that all who worship the beast or accept the Mark of the Beast 

will receive God's wrath and be tormented forever

v.12

Another call for patient endurance on behalf of those who obey God and remain faithful to Jesus
v.13

Voice from heaven declares "Blessed are those who die in the Lord from now on"
v.14-16

Son of Man seated on cloud told by angel the time has come to reap the harvest which he then 


does


v.17-20

Then another angel comes from temple with sickle and reaps the remaining harvest which is thrown into 


the "winepress of God's wrath"

Chapter 15

v.1-4

John sees 7 angels with the 7 last plagues which complete God's wrath. Those people who had been 


victorious over the beast and his image and the number of his name have harps and sing the song of the 


Lamb 
v.5-8

Then the 7 angels with the final 7 plagues in bowls come out of the temple
Chapter 16

v.1-2

1st angel pours out his bowl of painful sores on earth on those who have the mark of the beast

v.3

2nd angel pours out his bowl on the sea which turns to blood and every living thing in it dies

v.4-7

3rd angel pours out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water which turn to blood 

v.8-9

4th angel pours his bowl out on the sun, which burns people with fire, but they refuse to repent

v.10-11

5th angel pours his bowl out on the throne of the beast whose kingdom is turned to darkness and 


people cry out in agony but still don't repent

v.12

6th angel pours out his bowl on the River Euphrates which dries up to prepare the way for kings from 


the east

v.13-14

3 spirits come out of mouth of the dragon, the beast and the false prophet and go to gather the kings of 


the world for the battle on the day of God Almighty
v.15 

Jesus says "Behold I come like a thief....."

v.16

The kings of the earth gather at Armageddon

v.17

7th angel pours out his bowl into the air and God says "It is done"
v.18-21

Great earthquake, worse than all others, causes the cities of all nations to collapse, and mountains and 


islands to disappear, huge hailstones fall and men curse God because the plague is so terrible 





Chapter 17

v.1-2

John is shown the punishment of the great prostitute who has led astray many kings around the world
v.3-6

He sees her dressed lavishly sitting on a beast with 7 heads and 10 horns. She wears the title "Mystery 


Babylon the Great, the mother of prostitutes and abominations of the earth" and is drunk with the 


blood of the saints who bore testimony to Jesus.

v.7-11

The angel explains the beast once was, now is not, but will come up out of the Abyss again to go to his 


destruction. The 7 heads are 7 kings, 5 have fallen, one is now, and the other is still  to come and will 


remain just for a short while. The beast is an 8th king who is going to destruction.

v.12-14

The 10 horns are 10 kings who will receive authority as kings along with the beast for only one hour - their 

only purpose is to give power to the beast. They will make war with the Lamb but the Lamb will overcome 


them because he is the King of Kings and with him will be his chosen and faithful followers.
v.15-16

The waters the prostitute sits on are the many nations, and the beast and horns (kings) will hate the 


prostitute, bring her to ruin and burn her with fire.

v.17-18

God has put it into the hearts of the kings to accomplish his purpose by agreeing to give the beast their 


power to rule. The woman is the great city that rules over the kings of the earth.

Chapter 18

v.1-3

A great angel announces that Babylon has fallen. All the nations have been involved with her and 


many merchants have grown rich from her excessive luxuries 


v.4-8

Another voice from heaven tells God's people to come out from her and not share in her sins and 



therefore not in her plagues. God will punish her greatly in just one day for her pride and self-indulgence
v.9-24

The kings and merchants of the earth will watch her destruction and cry and mourn as God judges her
Chapter 19

v.1-10

After this there is great joy and rejoicing in heaven for the wedding of the Lamb and his bride has 


come

v.11-16

Heaven opens and Jesus appears on a white horse with the name King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 


and accompanied by the armies of heaven all on white horses

v.17-18

An angel calls out to the birds of the air to gather for the great supper of God and eat all those who are 


defeated


v.19-20

The beast and the kings of the earth and their armies make war on Jesus. But the beast is captured 


along with the false prophet who had performed miraculous signs and deceived people to receive the 


mark and worship the beast. These two are thrown into the Lake of Fire.
v.21

The rest are all killed by the sword from the mouth of Jesus and eaten by the birds

Chapter 20

v.1-3

An angel from heaven seizes the dragon (Satan) and hurls him into the Abyss where he is locked 


up for 1,000 years before being allowed to be free again for a short time.
v.4

John sees thrones with those given authority to rule with Jesus for 1,000 years - they were those who had 

been beheaded for their testimony for Jesus and had refused the mark of the beast and to worship him. 


They were brought back to life to live and reign with Jesus for 1,000 years.
v.5-6

The remainder of the dead do not come back to life until the end of the 1,000 year reign

v.7-8

After the 1,000 year reign Satan will be released and allowed to go out and deceive the nations all over 

the world (Gog and Magog) and gather them for battle - an innumerable number

v.9

These armies march across the earth and surround God's people in Jerusalem - but fire comes 


down from heaven and devours them all

v.10

Then the devil will be thrown into the Lake of Fire also
v.11-15

The Great White Throne Judgment - where all the dead stand before God and are judged according to 


what they have done. Then death and Hades are thrown into the Lake of Fire, and if anyone's name is not 

found written in the book of life, he is thrown into the Lake of Fire

Chapter 21

v.1-4

John sees New Jerusalem coming down from Heaven and hears the promise of no more death
v.5-8

Jesus declares he is the Alpha and Omega and lists those who will have their part in the lake of fire

v.9-14

John is shown the walls and gates of New Jerusalem

v.15-17

The measurements of New Jerusalem (about 1400 miles or 2200 Km length, width and height)
v.18-21

It is built of jasper and gold, with foundations of precious stones and 12 gates of pearl

v.22-27

God Almighty is the temple and the glory of God is the light of the city
Chapter 22

v.1-2

The river of the water of life with the tree of life alongside with twelve fruits and leaves for healing

v.3-5

No more curse and no night there

v.6-17

Jesus' final reminder that He is coming soon, so we should be ready and keep his commandments

v.18-21

Warning not to add to or take away anything from what is written in this book 
