Outline of the Books of Corinthians
written by Shirley Davis

Corinth was located on a narrow neck of land dividing the mainland of Greece from the large southern peninsula known as the Peloponnese. It held an important position for traders who could cross through Corinth and avoid having to go all around the long sea coast. The Romans destroyed the city and finally rebuilt it in 44 BC, and by Paul's time it was a perfect place to establish a church and have influence over the many travelers who passed through there from far and wide. But it was also a city dedicated to Aphrodite (Roman goddess of love), with thousands of temple prostitutes and much sin. Paul spent 18 months there in AD 51-52 establishing a church (which likely met in homes). There were few Jews in the city and most of the new Christians were gentiles from permissive pagan backgrounds, including slaves. 

1st Corinthians
It is believed Paul wrote his 1st letter to the Corinthian church from Ephesus in about AD 54. He wrote it because he had heard bad reports about the new church, and also in answer to a letter he had received from them with specific questions.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
1 Corinthians 1:10 "I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,                 

that all of you agree with one another in what you say and that there be no divisions among you, 


but that you be perfectly united in mind and thought."

v.1-3

Paul addresses the letter to the believers at Corinth but also to ALL believers in Christ everywhere.
v.4-9

Paul reminds them of the knowledge and spiritual gifts they have been given by knowing Jesus Christ.



(Note that he does not consider them "baby Christians" even though they are relatively new believers!)

v.10-17

He appeals to them to be in unity as he has heard they have become divided into different groups based 


on different teachers. He urges them to focus on Christ and not individual church leaders.
v.18-21

Reminder that God's wisdom is seen as foolishness by the world, yet is far greater than man's wisdom.


He deliberately addresses the philosophy and wisdom that the Greeks held in such high esteem.

v.22-25

Paul also addresses the fact that the Jews looked for miraculous signs - yet the Gospel is founded on the 


crucifixion of Jesus and his resurrection which proved the power of God.

v.26-31

He reminds them that not many of them were rich or influential. God chooses to use the weak and lowly 


of the world so that no-one may boast and all may know that it is only because of Christ that we can 


accomplish things.  

Chapter 2
1 Corinthians 2:9-10 "But as the Scriptures say, “No one has ever seen, no one has ever heard,


no one has ever imagined what God has prepared for those who love him.” But God has shown us 

these things through the Spirit. The Spirit knows all things. The Spirit even knows the deep 


secrets of God."

v.1-5

Paul reminds them that when he shared the Gospel with them it was not in the way of a persuasive 


teacher or philosopher, but simply, led by the Holy Spirit. He even admits to being in fear when he did so, 


but stresses they should put their faith in the power of God rather than any man.
v.6-13

He goes on to explain about God's wisdom that is gradually revealed to us as believers through the Holy 


Spirit, so that we can fully understand and appreciate the favor and blessings of God.
v.14-16

The natural man (or woman) does not accept or understand the things of God but thinks them foolish.



v.14-15a (Amplified Bible): "But the natural, non-spiritual man does not accept or welcome or admit into 


his heart the gifts and teachings and revelations of the Spirit of God, for they are folly (meaningless 


nonsense) to him; and he is incapable of knowing them [of progressively recognizing, understanding, and 


becoming better acquainted with them] because they are spiritually discerned and estimated and 



appreciated. But the spiritual man tries all things [he examines, investigates, inquires into, questions, and 


discerns all things]...." 
Chapter 3
1 Corinthians 3:7 "So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only 


God, who makes things grow."

v.1-3

Paul continues by scolding them for being non-spiritual - worldly and immature in Christ - because they 


act with quarreling and jealousy.
v.4-9

They have become divided over which man to follow. Paul reminds them that both he and Apollos 


(another Christian teacher) are both just ministers working together for God's Kingdom, each with 


different tasks. It is God who brings the growth.
v.10-15

Paul reminds them that he just laid the foundation of their faith and others continue to build it up. He 


warns that Jesus Christ must be that foundation, and whoever builds upon it will have his work tested and 

the truth revealed. He will either suffer loss or be rewarded accordingly.

v.16-17

Paul reminds them that they are both individually, and collectively as a church, God's temple and 



therefore holy. If anyone hurts or corrupts it, they will be punished by God.

v.18-23

He warns about being deceived to think we are wise by worldly standards - which is foolishness in God's 


sight. Instead we should recognize we are of Christ - and therefore of God.

Chapter 4
1 Corinthians 4:5 " So don’t make judgments about anyone ahead of time—before the Lord 


returns. For he will bring our darkest secrets to light and will reveal our private motives. Then God 

will give to each one whatever praise is due."

v.1-5

Paul says that he and other Christian leaders should be considered as stewards entrusted with the secret 

things of God. He says it does not matter how others judge him, but only how the Lord judges him.

v.6-8

He goes on to explain that he has used the illustration of himself and Apollos as an example to them so 


they will not boast and be puffed up one over another as if they know it all.
v.9-13

Paul says it seems the Corinthians have become so clever and highly esteemed that he and the other 


apostles appear weak and foolish. He recounts a list of the hardships and persecutions he and others 


have suffered, and how they try to respond patiently.

v.14-17

He writes to help them, not as just another teacher but as a loving father, and sends Timothy to remind 


them of the right way to follow Christ. 
v.18-21

He warns that some have become arrogant, thinking he will not return, but he does plan to return and 


discover the truth - the Kingdom of God is not a matter of talk, but of power.

Chapter 5
1 Corinthians 5:11 "I meant that you are not to associate with anyone who claims to be a believer 


yet indulges in sexual sin, or is greedy, or worships idols, or is abusive, or is a drunkard, or 


cheats people. Don’t even eat with such people."

v.1-5

Paul bluntly addresses a report of sexual immorality, which they seem to be proud of! He says it is not 


necessary he be there as the judgment is clear. They should all assemble together in prayer before the 


Holy Spirit and "hand the man over to Satan" - presumably expelling him from the church as an act of 


rejection for his sin.
v.6-8

He reminds them of how even a little yeast affects the whole dough, so they should not allow anything of 


the past (such as from their past pagan culture) to remain now they have accepted Christ.

v.9-13

He explains that they should not associate with sexually immoral people - although he realizes they are 


surrounded by such outside the church, so he emphasizes that he means WITHIN the church. He clearly 


tells them to not even eat with "Christians" who are sexually immoral, greedy, idolaters ("whose soul is 


devoted to any object that usurps the place of God" AMP), drunks or swindlers....



Chapter 6
1 Corinthians 6:19-20 "Don’t you realize that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit, who lives 


in you and was given to you by God? You do not belong to yourself, for God bought you with a 


high price. So you must honor God with your body."

v.1-6

Paul criticizes them for taking their disputes to the courts, where they will be judged by worldly (pagan) 


people. He reminds them that the scriptures say that Christians will one day judge the world and even 


angels, therefore even the least among them should be capable of judging wisely in everyday matters. 
v.7-8

He reminds them that as Christians they should not resort to lawsuits but be prepared to suffer wrong and 

be cheated rather than get into legal battles against fellow brothers in Christ.
v.9-11

He gives a list of those kinds of sinners who will not inherit the kingdom of God - including the sexually 


immoral, greedy cheats, thieves... He warns them not to be misled. [Paul recognizes they come from a 


background of permissiveness and are surrounded by that culture, but he reminds them they have been 


saved and cleansed from that.]

v.12-14

Paul refers to several quotes commonly known at that time from Greek teaching and reminds them of the 


Christian response.
v.15-20

He goes on to teach clearly about sexual immorality and the Godly viewpoint of how sex is a joining of 


man and wife, reminding that our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit and should be honored as such.

Chapter 7
1 Corinthians 7:17 "Nevertheless, each person should live as a believer in whatever situation the 


Lord has assigned to them, just as God has called them. This is the rule I lay down in all the 


churches."

v.1-7

Paul clearly answers a question from them about the marriage relationship [there were several different 


views being taught there at the time]. He stresses that in marriage both partners have the same rights 


and should consider one another, coming to agreement.
v.8-11

Paul's advice to the unmarried - to accept their situation unless in danger of sinning; advice also to the 


married to not seek divorce.

v.12-16

Advice for those Christians married to unbelievers - to not seek divorce but continue with them, hoping 


that they will be led to the Lord through the good witness of Christ. But if the unbeliever leaves, the 


believer is not held responsible.

v.17-24

His advice to accept their position in life - discussing circumcision and the situation of slaves, saying God 


knows their position and has called them accordingly. 

v.25-28

Paul continues to answer their questions [probably prompted by differing teachings and spiritual factions] 


and discusses the question of whether or not Christians should marry.

v.29-31

Reminder that the time is short and not to take things for granted.

v.32-40

More discussion about marriage - noting that those who are unmarried can more easily focus on serving 


Christ, but those who are married have to consider their spouse and family also.

Chapter 8
1 Corinthians 8:6 "For us there is only one God, and he is our Father. All things came from him, 


and we live for him. And there is only one Lord, Jesus Christ. All things were made through him, 


and we also have life through him."

v.1-6

Paul answers their question about eating food sacrificed to idols - another major dispute obviously in that 


pagan area. He reminds them we all know the truth - there is only one God, and the rest mean nothing. 


But our knowledge must be mixed with love.
v.7-8

He reminds them that some believers may still see the food as in someway being connected with the 


idols - provoking doubts. However the food is just food and it doesn't really matter if we eat it or not.

v.9-13

The point is to consider how what we do may affect other believers with weaker faith. We should be 


careful not to cause them to stumble. 

Chapter 9
1 Corinthians 9:14 "In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who preach the gospel 


should receive their living from the gospel." 
v.1-14

Paul responds to obvious criticism of his life as an apostle, particularly in the area of receiving hospitality 


and support from those he ministers to. He gives examples of life in general and also from scripture.

v.15-18

He stresses that in spite of that right to receive support he is compelled to preach and does so completely 

freely expecting nothing.

v.19-27

He explains that he adapts to each cultural situation in order to better share the Gospel with the people 


there. He encourages everyone to "run the race in order to win the prize" and says he forces his body to 


conform so that he will not be disqualified himself.
Chapter 10
1 Corinthians 10:13 "The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. 


And God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are 


tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure."

v.1-5

Reminder that the Israelites were all blessed by God along with Moses (food, water, evidence of God's 


presence daily) yet most of them displeased God and so were punished.
v.6-10

Paul warns of falling into idolatry and sexual immorality, reminding them of God's punishment (Numbers 


25:1-9). He also reminds them how the Israelites tempted God and were punished (Numbers 21:5-6) and 


how they kept complaining and were punished (Numbers 16:41-49).
v.11-13

We should pay attention to these warnings, remembering that everyone is tempted but God is faithful and 

will help us overcome the temptation. 
v.14-22

Paul reminds them that through partaking of Holy Communion they are made part of the Body of Christ. 


Although we know idols are powerless, sacrifices made to them are really made to the devil. We cannot 


partner with both God and the devil.
v.23-33

Paul gives clear teaching about eating food that we are not accustomed to - we are free to eat what we 


want (because "the earth is the Lord's and everything in it")  but even so, not everything is a good idea! 


We should eat what is set before us when we are in someone's house, but if it would lead someone else 


into sin, we should not do so. 
Chapter 11
1 Corinthians 11:29 " For if you eat the bread or drink the cup without honoring the body of 


Christ, you are eating and drinking God’s judgment upon yourself."

v.1-2

Paul encourages them to continue to follow his example as he continues to follow Christ's.

v.3-16

Paul's comments about worshipping with or without the head covered should be considered in context 


with the customs of the Judeo-Christians at the time compared to the local customs there of the Greek 


and pagan worshippers. The issue was to maintain order in the church during worship - not to make a 


legalistic ruling for all time and in all cultures! 
v.17-19

Paul addresses the fact there are divisions and groups among them - though admits that this is probably 


necessary if there are some who are standing up for what is right and true.

v.20-22

He blames them of corrupting the communion service (which was often celebrated at a communal meal) 


by turning it into a greedy selfish feast.

v.23-26

Paul reminds them of the true celebration of Holy Communion.

v.27-34

He warns of participating in communion in an unworthy manner (not appreciating its significance of 


Christ's sacrifice for us). He advises all to examine themselves carefully before taking it, to avoid needing 


to be judged and disciplined by God.
Chapter 12
1 Corinthians 12:7 "Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common 


good."

v.1-3

In the NLT v.2 reads: "You know that when you were still pagans, you were led astray and swept along in 


worshiping speechless idols." or as the Amplified Bible says "...as impulse directed".  Paul explains that 


those speaking by the Holy Spirit always speak the truth consistently.
v.4-11

Explanation of the different spiritual gifts, which are all the work of the same Holy Spirit, given for the 


good of all. v.8-10 list the 9 gifts of the Spirit.
v.12-20

Paul gives the simple example of the body consisting of many different parts (all needed and important) to 

explain the parts of the Body of Christ.

v.21-26

He goes on to stress that every part in the body is important and cannot be done without, even those 


parts inside that are never seen. It is God who has put each part in its special place so that all are needed 

and work together - even honoring or suffering together.

v.27-30

Paul states clearly that, in the same way, as Christians we are all parts of Christ's body. God has 



appointed some in the church to be special ministers (v.28 lists 8 spiritual ministries) He asks if (and 


implies that not) everyone is appointed to every ministry, but encourages us to desire the best gifts - and 


then prepares to talk of what is most important of all.
Chapter 13
1 Corinthians 13:13 "Three things will last forever—faith, hope, and love—and the greatest of 


these is love."

v.1-3

Paul says that we can seem very spiritual and do all kinds of great and heroic acts but if we don't have 


the God-kind of love in us, we are nothing (or "a useless nobody" in the Amplified Bible Classic Edition)
v.4

"Love endures with patience and serenity, love is kind and thoughtful, and is not jealous or envious; love 


does not brag and is not proud or arrogant." (AMP)
v.5

"It is not conceited (arrogant and inflated with pride); it is not rude (unmannerly) and does not act 



unbecomingly. Love (God’s love in us) does not insist on its own rights or its own way, for it is not self-


seeking; it is not touchy or fretful or resentful; it takes no account of the evil done to it [it pays no attention 


to a suffered wrong]." (Amplified Bible Classic Edition)

v.6

"Love is never happy when others do wrong, but it is always happy with the truth." (Easy-to-read version)

v.7

"Love bears up under anything and everything that comes, is ever ready to believe the best of every 


person, its hopes are fadeless under all circumstances, and it endures everything [without weakening]". 


(AMPC)
v.8

Paul reminds that other spiritual gifts will come to an end [there will be no need for prophecy or speaking 


in tongues in heaven] but love will never end or even fade.
v.9-13

On this earth we can only understand things partially, but one day we will understand everything just as 


God understands us. Three things remain - faith, hope and love, the greatest being love.
Chapter 14
1 Corinthians 14:33 " For God is not a God of disorder but of peace, as in all the meetings of God’s 

holy people."

v.1-5

Paul addresses the gifts of prophecy and speaking in tongues. He says he wishes all would speak in 


tongues but prophecy is better as it uplifts the whole church, not just the person doing it.
v.6-12

He gives more illustrations of the importance of speaking clearly in church so that everyone can 



understand.

v.13-19

Paul stresses the importance of both praying/singing in tongues individually and also speaking a 



message in tongues that should be interpreted also by the Spirit so that all may understand.

v.20-25

He continues to consider the role of tongues and prophecy in the church with believers and non-believers.
v.26-32

Paul gives them general advice to maintain orderly worship in church.

v.33-39

Other versions translate this as "women should not talk in church" or "they are not allowed to speak out.."


and it is likely the focus is more on maintaining order in church than actually forbidding women to speak.
Chapter 15
1 Corinthians 15:58 "So, my dear brothers and sisters, be strong and immovable. Always work 


enthusiastically for the Lord, for you know that nothing you do for the Lord is ever useless."
v.1-8

Paul reminds once again of the truth of the Gospel message: Christ's death, burial and resurrection - 


proven by his appearance to the disciples and over 500 other followers [most still living at the time of this 


letter]. 
v.9-11

He does not like to consider himself an apostle because of persecuting the church in the past, but praises 

God's grace.

v.12-19

Paul argues against those who are preaching against the resurrection, which is fundamental to our faith.

v.20-28

He explains Christ will continue to reign until every enemy is defeated - the last of which will be death.

v.29-34

Believing in resurrection influences the way we live on a daily basis.
v.35-49

Paul answers the question of what the resurrected body will actually be like - God determines the 



characteristics and splendor of each type of body. Our first body is like that of the first man (Adam) but 


our resurrected body will be like that of the first spiritual man (Jesus).

v.50-54

He goes on to say that these two bodies are very different and even those who are still living on earth 


when Christ returns will have their bodies changed into new, spiritual bodies. At that time "death will be 


swallowed up in victory". (Isaiah 25:8)
v.55-58

Paul quotes Hosea 13:14. Sin is the sting of death - sin causes death, but through Christ we can have 


victory over it. He encourages us to stand firm in our faith, always giving ourselves to the Lord's work.
Chapter 16
1 Corinthians 16:13-14 "Be on your guard; stand firm in the faith; be courageous; be strong. Do 


everything in love."

v.1-4

Paul answers a question about giving a special gift for the saints in Jerusalem. He tells them to set aside 


money each week and save it until he comes and can receive it and take it to those in need.
v.5-9

Paul talks of his plan to visit them later when he has time to stay longer with them.

v.10-12

He tells them to take care of Timothy when he visits them, and that Apollos will visit them when he can.

v.13-18

He reminds them to be strong in faith and do everything in love, and commends several who are devoted 


men of faith.

v.19-24

He sends them greetings from other churches and believers and writes his farewell greeting.


2nd Corinthians
This second letter from Paul was probably written about AD 54, a little over a year after the first letter and apparently after he had made a short unexpected visit to Corinth to address the problems. But his visit had not gone well and this letter is the most personal of all his letters. It shows his great love and anxiety for their spiritual progress, and he also shares personally in defense of his God-given ministry as an apostle. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
2 Corinthians 1:4 "He comforts us every time we have trouble so that when others have trouble, 


we can comfort them with the same comfort God gives us."

v.1-2

Greeting to church at Corinth and to all believers across the region.

v.3-7

Reminder that God is our comforter and we all share together in our suffering and our ability to comfort.

v.8-11

Paul admits to the hardship and suffering he has faced, even to the point of despair. But he explains it 


caused him to have to depend on God's help and know that God is faithful and will continue to help.

v.12-17

Paul reassures them that his intentions have always been sincere and honest toward them, and he 


genuinely planned to visit them twice during his travels.

v.18-24

He goes on to explain that he later changed his mind and did not return to Corinth as he felt that was best 

for them and God's will.
Chapter 2
2 Corinthians 2:14 "But thanks be to God, who always leads us in victory through Christ. God 


uses us to spread his knowledge everywhere like a sweet-smelling perfume."

v.1-4

Paul continues to explain that he was deeply worried and anxious for them because of the earlier letter he 

had written to chasten them.
v.5-11

He addresses the fact that he had told them to chasten one among them who was sinning - because he 


wanted to see if they would follow his advice (which they apparently did). He now reminds them of the 


need to forgive that person and reassure him of their love, so that the person would not overwhelmed by 


despair.
v.12-17

He shares that in his travels he did not always have peace, but rejoices that as we minister the Gospel we 

experience a joy of life as others are saved, that is nothing like just working in a business for worldly 


profit. 



v.17 in the AMPC says: "For we are not, like so many, [like hucksters making a trade of] peddling God’s 


Word [shortchanging and adulterating the divine message]; but like [men] of sincerity and the purest 


motive, as commissioned and sent] by God, we speak [His message] in Christ (the Messiah), in the [very] 


sight and presence of God."  
Chapter 3
2 Corinthians 3:6 "He has enabled us to be ministers of his new covenant. This is a covenant not 


of written laws, but of the Spirit. The old written covenant ends in death; but under the new 


covenant, the Spirit gives life."
v.1-3

Paul reminds them that he doesn't need a letter of recommendation from them because in fact, since he 


taught them the Gospel, THEY are living witnesses of his ministry. [WE are witnesses of Christ to others]

v.4-6

We can say this because it is not pride but knowing that the Holy Spirit working in us that qualifies us.

v.7-11

He reminds them that the glory that came from God giving the Law to Moses is nothing compared to the 


glory that comes from the Holy Spirit bringing righteousness. 

v.12-18

The glory given to Moses had to be hidden by a veil, but because of Jesus the veil can be taken away 


and we can reflect God's glory and be constantly transformed into His image.
Chapter 4
2 Corinthians 4:17 "For our present troubles are small and won’t last very long. Yet they produce 


for us a glory that vastly outweighs them and will last forever!"

v.1-2

Encouragement to not get discouraged in our ministry, but to continue in truth and honesty in no way 


distorting the Word of God.
v.3-6

If others seem blind to the Gospel it is because Satan prevents them from seeing it, but God shines his 


light into the darkness to bring knowledge of the truth.

v.7-12

We are weak so that the power is clearly from God. Reminder that life can be very tough but we are never 

beaten because we have the life of Jesus in us.

v.13-18

We believe and do not focus on what we see around us, but on what we know lies ahead - eternal life.
Chapter 5
2 Corinthians 5:17 "This means that anyone who belongs to Christ has become a new person. The 

old life is gone; a new life has begun!"

v.1-5

Reminder that our earthly body may suffer and perish, but through the Holy Spirit we can be assured of 


having a new eternal body in the future. 
v.6-10

We walk in faith and desire to please God because we know that we will all one day stand before Him.



Note v.10 AMPC "For we must all appear and be revealed as we are before the judgment seat of 
Christ, 


so that each one may receive [his pay] according to what he has done in the body, whether good or evil 


[considering what his purpose and motive have been, and what he has achieved, been busy with, and 


given himself and his attention to accomplishing]."

v.11-15

We are compelled by Christ's love to try to convince others even if we are accused of being mad.
v.16-21

God has reconciled the world to himself through Christ, so as His ambassadors we should no longer view 

people through human eyes but see them as God sees them. 
Chapter 6
2 Corinthians 6:14 "Don’t team up with those who are unbelievers. How can righteousness be a 


partner with wickedness? How can light live with darkness?"

v.1-2

Paul urges them not to receive God's grace in vain - the time is now!
v.3-10

Paul goes on to recount the realities of his Christian walk - the struggles and trials, yet all being worth it.

v.11-18

He speaks freely to them and argues the importance of not partnering with unbelievers. God clearly tells 


us to stay separate from unbelievers. 
Chapter 7
2 Corinthians 7:1 "Dear friends, we have these promises from God. So we should make ourselves 


pure—free from anything that makes our body or our soul unclean. Our respect for God should 


make us try to be completely holy in the way we live."

v.1-4

Paul reassures them of his confidence in them.
v.5-9

He tells how he had been downcast and worried until Titus came to him with the report that they had been 

made sorrowful by his letter and repented, being very concerned for him.

v.10-12

Godly sorrow leads to repentance and salvation - shown by their eager readiness to see justice done.

v.13-16

He is greatly encouraged by their acceptance and treatment of Titus, who was very impressed by them.
Chapter 8
2 Corinthians 8:12 "Whatever you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. And give according to 


what you have, not what you don’t have."

v.1-7

Paul tells them of the generosity of the churches in Macedonia who were willing to give to the poor in 


Jerusalem. He encourages them to do the same.
v.8-12

He reminds them that Christ became poor so we could all be blessed, and encourages them to continue 


willingly with giving as they had started the previous year. The gift is accepted according to what we have.
v.13-15

Giving brings eventual equality.



v.14 in AMPC says: "But to have equality [share and share alike], your surplus over necessity at the 


present time going to meet their want and to equalize the difference created by it, so that [at some other 


time] their surplus in turn may be given to supply your want. Thus there may be equality,"

v.16-24

Paul explains he is sending Titus back to Corinth with two other trusted brothers to transport the offering 


and ensure it is handled correctly.
Chapter 9
2 Corinthians 9:8 "And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have 


everything you need and plenty left over to share with others."

v.1-5

Paul testified of the generosity of the Corinthians to the churches in Macedonia, who were stirred into 


action, so he wants to ensure the Corinthians follow through and don't embarrass them all.
v.6-11

Reminder about sowing and reaping, and that God loves a cheerful giver and blesses generosity.

v.12-15

Generous giving blesses and inspires many, and leads to praise and thanksgiving to God.
Chapter 10
2 Corinthians 10:4 "The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, 


they have divine power to demolish strongholds."

v.1-6

We do not live by the standards of this world and our weapons are not of this world. We use God's 


weapons to tear down strongholds. 


v.5 in AMPC says: "[Inasmuch as we] refute arguments and theories and reasonings and every proud and 

lofty thing that sets itself up against the [true] knowledge of God; and we lead every thought and purpose 


away captive into the obedience of Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One), "


(Note - WE have power over our thoughts and intentions!)
v.7-11

Paul defends himself against some who have criticized him.

v.12-18

He warns about boasting and claiming achievements done by others. 
Chapter 11
2 Corinthians 11:3 "But I fear that somehow your pure and undivided devotion to Christ will be 


corrupted, just as Eve was deceived by the cunning ways of the serpent."

v.1-6

Paul is afraid that they will be led astray by some going around as "super apostles"  preaching different 


gospels.
v.7-12

He reminds them he came and asked nothing from them financially (he was supported by the churches in 

Macedonia) and will continue not to be a burden in any way.
v.13-15

He reminds them that it is no surprise there are deceitful false apostles, as Satan himself masquerades 


as an angel of light - but they will receive their punishment eventually.

v.16-21

Paul argues that since they are so willing to hear the boasting of others, he will go ahead and boast about 

his own ministry, even though it is really foolish.
v.22-33

This passage is a rare report of the many sufferings Paul experienced (just up until that time of writing!) 


and is worth spending some time considering.
Chapter 12
2 Corinthians 12:9 "Each time he said, “My grace is all you need. My power works best in 



weakness.” So now I am glad to boast about my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ can work 

through me."

v.1-6

Paul continues to "boast" about his vision of being caught up to heaven 14 years earlier.
v.7-10

He goes on to talk about his "thorn in the flesh" that continues to torment him. After pleading with God to 


remove it, he accepts it because of the reply God gave him. As a result he can rejoice in weakness 


because he knows Christ's power will work through it.

v.11-13

Paul apologizes for the boasting but points out that the miracles done among them by him were the result 

of great perseverance. 
v.14-18

He tells the Corinthians he plans to visit them once again, but still will not be a burden to them.

v.19-21

Paul is afraid that when he arrives there, he will find more quarrelling and sexual immorality.
Chapter 13
2 Corinthians 13:11 "Now, brothers and sisters, be filled with joy. Try to make everything right, 


and do what I have asked you to do. Agree with each other, and live in peace. Then the God of 


love and peace will be with you."

v.1-4

Paul reminds them that as this will be his 3rd visit, if he still finds such sin he will not spare those 



responsible. He quotes Deuteronomy 19:15 regarding the testimony of 2 or 3 witnesses.
v.5-10

He tells them to examine themselves and prays that they will pass the test and be perfect.

v.11-14

Paul's farewell greetings and blessing.
