Planning lessons for teaching children

By Shirley Davis

When I was teaching Sunday school or children’s clubs every week, I found that I usually felt led to teach a series on one topic (for example bible heroes, or the Book of Acts, or bible stories teaching us about patience etc...) The series might last for 3-4 weeks or 5-6 months depending on how it went and the interest of the kids. I feel that the Holy Spirit keeps us fresh and interested as He reveals new things step by step and if something is planned too far ahead somehow it loses that freshness. I realize that many churches EXPECT the lessons to be predictable and follow a set series, but I've never really enjoyed doing that! If the teacher is not excited about the new understanding he/she has on a subject, then the children are probably going to get bored! My suggestion is to pray and seek the Lord as to how best to plan the teachings for the specific group and age you are considering. You might want to consider one of several different approaches:

1) a bible study of characters, certain events or topics (such as healings or miracles) and work through the Bible studying examples of these - in this way the children learn how to seek out a certain category of study in the Bible. Games and other activities can be planned to help them remember the specific bible characters or situations.

2) consideration of specific topics of everyday interest (such as lying, stealing, marriage, school and study, work...) and then teaching how to search through the bible to find out what it says about each topic. This is of great value to help them learn to use the Bible as their guide in everyday life.

3) straight bible study of a specific book or passage (such as the Sermon on the Mount, Book of James, Acts, Esther...)  to teach how to consider and discuss each verse and see what the Holy Spirit reveals as everyone comes each week not knowing what to expect. EVERY verse must be discussed, even the difficult ones that even the teacher cannot understand - even if it means we pray with the class asking God for wisdom and have to wait on His answer!!

