Suffering but not in Hell - Why does God permit disasters and suffering?
by Shirley Davis

Hearing the news about the massive cyclone that is presently headed for the east coast of India, my heart was particularly heavy as I know we have some ministry contacts that live in that area. I found it hard to know exactly how to pray, so was praying in the spirit. It was only a few minutes later that I suddenly had the thought: "No amount of suffering here on earth is anything like suffering in Hell for eternity!" As I pondered these words, I began to get a much clearer understanding of disaster, suffering and death as seen from God's perspective.

We ALL will live for eternity - after our brief time here on Earth we will go on to live either in Heaven or in Hell. (Matthew 25:46)* 


When God created the earth and mankind, He put in place natural forces that sustain life on earth and from time to time cause catastrophic events often bringing disaster and suffering. He also created Man with free will, knowing that we would make bad choices at times - and because of His spiritual laws (revealed to us in His Word) we must suffer the consequences of these bad choices, which often bring suffering. He also permitted Satan to roam the earth and be able to influence those who allow him to - and thereby often cause others more suffering. God also knew that we would all sin (Romans 3:23) and therefore face eternity in Hell (Romans 5:12).    


However God sent Jesus to make a way for us to be saved from this fate and instead spend eternity in Heaven (John 3:16-18).

Those who hear the Gospel and accept Jesus Christ, not only have the promise of Heaven, but also can be encouraged and led by God THROUGH the suffering that is experienced in many ways here on earth. In fact we often learn important lessons and grow in our faith as we go through suffering (Romans 8:18; 2 Corinthians 1:3-4). As we learn to serve Him more and more in our lives, we can also experience the incredible joy and fulfillment of being used by God to help further His Kingdom here on earth! Whenever death comes, we just move on into the next phase of eternal life with God in Heaven.

All those who choose to follow other gods or reject Jesus are doomed to face an eternity of suffering in Hell (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9).  No amount of suffering here on earth compares to that - yet God promises that He will hear all those who cry out to Him for help (often in the midst of great suffering!). He promises to save them (Acts 2:21; Romans 10:13) - so even if they die here on earth, they will go on to live forever in Heaven. They may never experience the joy of being used by God to help others and spread the Gospel on earth, but they will spend eternity with all believers in Heaven. All who do NOT cry out to God for help even in suffering (or who cry out to other gods who cannot save them) will go on to face their fate in Hell (Acts 4:12).

God KNOWS each person's heart and KNOWS those who will turn to Him (Hebrews 4:12-13).  When we see pictures of catastrophic disasters and the terrible toll of human suffering, we often want to ask "How can God permit this?" Jesus was a man who knew suffering (Isaiah 53:3) and God LOVES His children and all His creation; but He has already done everything possible to save every one of us (2 Peter 3:9), so He sees the disasters and suffering as often the final chance for those affected to turn to Him and be saved.

Understanding this gives me even more zeal and desire to reach out to the lost - both to those around me and also to help reach the millions in countries where the name of Jesus Christ is still rarely heard (Romans 10:14-15).

As we read about the End Times in the Bible (Matthew 24), we see that Jesus warned us to be prepared to face fear, disasters, wars and evil of every sort. He told us to stand firm and let our light shine out into the darkness (Philippians 2:14-16a).  We must remember that none of us knows how long we have on this earth, so we must savor each day and use it as best we can to serve the Lord and lead others to Jesus Christ. (2 Peter 3:10-14)
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