The heart of a true children’s minister
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From corresponding with and getting to know many different Christians involved with children’s ministry around the world over the past years, I’ve come to some fascinating conclusions. Some may read this and not really understand or agree, but don’t worry. I believe we all have a different calling in the Body of Christ and over the years, as we faithfully follow Christ, we come to better understand what that is exactly. As we have different experiences along our Christian walk we gain a better understanding of the Body of Christ and the part God has for us to play in it. Sometimes children’s ministry is just for a season along the way, but for others of us, we find a special passion and anointing that just continues to grow. It is important to remember that others that DON’T have this are not LESS faithful or POORER servants of God – we should instead, encourage them to continue to seek God to understand to what area of ministry God is calling THEM. They may work alongside us for a season and then move on – but instead of feeling disappointed or let down, we should remember that God is in control, and just carry on, even if it means we do so alone for a while! As I share the observations below, I hope they will bring better understanding about the true calling of a children’s minister – and also encourage and inspire those of you who recognize that indeed this IS your calling! 

I believe a true children’s minister is DIFFERENT (sometimes in fact considered “weird”!) We have a very special passion and anointing that others don’t have and can’t understand! So don’t worry if:
· pastors don’t appreciate your ministry and only grudgingly let you speak in church for 5 minutes when you could easily preach for two hours!

· many of those you train “fall away” and aren’t really committed to children’s ministry after all!
· other believers don’t understand why you don’t join in with their church programs and aren’t one of the group!
· you are not content to just sing songs and teach bible stories in Sunday school class, and sometimes literally spend hours perfecting a simple game or teaching that will only last 15 minutes!
· it seems that no-one appreciates your ministry or wants to support it – yet on the rare occasion when someone does give you a small offering, you feel like a king for hours!!!
Such true children’s ministers are a “rare breed” and you may meet very few face to face in life but you are NOT alone! I truly praise God for connecting us together with so many others who DO have the same vision and passion, even though we are scattered all around the world, speak different languages and look very different! Our cultures and situations may be very different, but we have a natural understanding of one another and quickly become friends. We share a passion that:

· won’t be contained within the walls of a church (or denomination) but pushes on out to reach the little kids sitting playing in the dirt; the brash young boys playing football on a muddy patch of ground; and the children who may never enter the door of a church because they are growing up in another faith.

· won’t fit in to an organized schedule of services and events but stops to reach out to a child whimpering in an alley at night; or chooses an open door of opportunity to visit the sick child of a neighbor of a different religion, rather than attend a church social.

· doesn’t keep a record of people “saved” because of knowing too well that just repeating a prayer for salvation is not enough, and so we must focus on sharing and teaching more of Jesus EVERY opportunity we get, since we never know when a child will not be able to return.
· is not satisfied with just repeating a proven plan of action, because we see how quickly society and events have an impact on children and bring new challenges to be overcome, and need new ways of applying the scriptures to their ever-changing daily lives.

We share a passion that:

· sees children as little people that are not just full of future potential, but that God wants to start using NOW!

· looks into a child’s eyes and sees the hurts and fears behind his angry behavior, and wants to bring healing and hope.

· hears the eagerness in a child’s voice and wants to encourage her in her innocent willingness to help.

· reaches out to hug a dirty, ragged child who cowers in a corner at home and has never experienced love!
This passion and the individual vision that God gives us to go about MINISTERING to the children around us will continue to grow as we step forward in faith. The way ahead may seem IMPOSSIBLE, and we may frequently wonder how we will pay our bills and provide for our families, but as we trust and serve Him every day, the Lord is faithful to not only give us a special anointing for the ministry but also to supply our needs. I would so dearly love to be able to help support financially the many wonderful children’s ministries we know around the world, but I can rest in the fact that I KNOW our Heavenly Father can do a much better job of that than me! So I will continue to lift them all up in prayer and encourage them at every opportunity I have. I am truly blessed to be a part of this wonderful special ministry!
“I always thank my God as I remember you in my prayers, because I hear about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints. I pray that you may be active in sharing your faith, so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in Christ. Your love has given me great joy and encouragement, because you, brother, have refreshed the hearts of the saints.“ Philemon 4-7 (NIV)
