Thoughts and scriptures on witchcraft in 2013

Witchcraft, sorcery, evil spirits, demons, curses, black magic.....there are so many different terms used to discuss the workings of Satan and his demonic spirits. In much of Europe and the USA most of these have been relegated to horror movies and dark areas of certain cities such as New Orleans or remote regions of back country where superstitions still abound. There is a tendency for most people to consider that witchcraft and the like died out over the past few hundred years as "civilization" became more advanced through scientific discoveries. Certainly from time to time a case hits the headlines that causes concern and reminds us of dark evil powers, but on the whole, any fear that is generated usually is only short-lived and life soon continues again as normal. (As an example, just a few years ago about 60 miles from us, a "Christian" woman had her eyes gouged out by family members as they all believed that was the only way for her to be rid of tormenting evil spirits!! They actually quoted the scripture they based their actions on - Matthew 5:29)

But if we visit other countries around the world, we are often quickly reminded that such evil is still very much apparent - bringing with it a powerful, pervading temptation to fear; to question and even doubt our logical thinking; and to slip into considering superstitious beliefs. In rural Mexico in an area heavily influenced by Aztec Indian beliefs, we lived for nearly two years next door to a witch, and had a number of personal experiences with spiritual attacks and strange occurrences that were no doubt a result of curses being put upon us! Later we moved to another area of Mexico which was much more developed with universities and more churches - yet we soon discovered that in fact it was a well-known center of witchcraft, and evil spirits were active and lurking just beneath the surface of everyday life. 


Of course in Africa, Asia and many other areas of the world, evidence of not just superstitions but also outright witchcraft and black magic are openly seen everywhere. I clearly remember visiting the market in Lomé, Togo, and being overwhelmed by a horrific smell which turned out to be a stall selling a variety of dried and decaying animal parts used for witchcraft! The homemade idols and other spiritual artifacts that I saw in my travels there did not arouse any fear in me at all, but I was aware that they were certainly viewed with more misgiving by my native Christian friends.

During the past five years, as our relationship with our African partners has grown and developed, I have learned more and come to understand better about how evil spirits operate still in the world today. Hearing personal testimonies (some very sad) from Mike in Kenya, Pastor Sika in Togo, and Pastor Honoré in C.A.R., I have developed a great respect for these men. I've seen how these faithful men of God have had to cling to their faith in Christ and God's Word through all manner of spiritual attacks and physical onslaught brought on by those who operate in witchcraft and evil. 

As a Christian of course, we should turn to the Bible to better understand anything that causes us fear or doubt, or even challenges our faith in any way. We should remind ourselves of God's Word which assures us of His love for us and His power to protect us from ALL evil. From scripture, we know the truth about the power of evil spirits - Jesus met with Satan in person and had numerous encounters with evil spirits and individuals with demons. We read how whole villages could be terrorized by them, and of course FEAR is their main objective to give them more power. 

We are reminded in Ephesians 6:12 "For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places." (NLT)  

We must recognize the root source of these powers, Satan, and understand what his purpose is. Just as Satan tempted Jesus in Matthew 4, he wants us to doubt God and instead believe and worship him. But Jesus warned us of Satan's true character - a murderer and liar John 8:44 "You are of your father, the devil, and it is your will to practice the lusts and gratify the desires [which are characteristic] of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a falsehood, he speaks what is natural to him, for he is a liar [himself] and the father of lies and of all that is false." (Amp Bible) So we should remember that when we suffer spiritual attacks (even resulting in PHYSICAL attacks and possibly coming from specific curses) they have originated from a LIAR whose main purpose is to make us fear, and to doubt God.

We must realize that Satan does indeed have great power to deceive. 2 Thessalonians 2:9 tells us: "The coming [of the lawless one, the antichrist] is through the activity and working of Satan and will be attended by great power and with all sorts of [pretended] miracles and signs and delusive marvels—[all of them] lying wonders—" (Amp Bible) Therefore we must be ever vigilant to recognize when he is attacking us so that we can be prepared to fight the spiritual battle, using the spiritual weapons we have, so that we can win and not be overcome. 


Jesus gave us clear examples and specific teaching about dealing with such spirits and those who are possessed by them - casting them out in Jesus name, believing that the power of God's Word is greater than ALL the power of the enemy. Luke 10:19 "Behold! I have given you authority and power to trample upon serpents and scorpions, and [physical and mental strength and ability] over all the power that the enemy [possesses]; and nothing shall in any way harm you." (Amp Bible)

The disciples witnessed and learned about that power from Jesus, and were also able to cast out demons in his name, and overcome evil spirits. John wrote about this in 1 John 4:4 "You, dear children, are from God and have overcome them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world." (NIV). 

Beginning in Acts 19:13 we read the story of how the demons were not only cast out but also learned they had to obey the name of Jesus and those who use that name in faith. Philippians 2:9-10 "Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth" (NIV)

Peter warned us to be vigilant to recognize Satan and resist him: 1 Peter 5:8,9 "Stay alert! Watch out for your great enemy, the devil. He prowls around like a roaring lion, looking for someone to devour. Stand firm against him, and be strong in your faith. Remember that your Christian brothers and sisters all over the world are going through the same kind of suffering you are." (NLT) 

Paul explained more fully about HOW to resist the devil and fight spiritual battles in Ephesians 6:10-18 where he shows that our Christian beliefs can actually provide full armor for such battles, if we will utilize them. He goes on to explain how we can demolish spiritual strongholds by using God's Word in 2 Corinthians 10:3-5 "For though we walk (live) in the flesh, we are not carrying on our warfare according to the flesh and using mere human weapons. For the weapons of our warfare are not physical [weapons of flesh and blood], but they are mighty before God for the overthrow and destruction of strongholds, [Inasmuch as we] refute arguments and theories and reasonings and every proud and lofty thing that sets itself up against the [true] knowledge of God; and we lead every thought and purpose away captive into the obedience of Christ (the Messiah, the Anointed One)" (Amp Bible)


In Mark 9:14-29 we read the story of a particularly troubling encounter with an evil spirit that attracted a lot of attention and appeared too difficult for the disciples. Jesus explained that some kinds of demons will only be cast out by prayer and fasting - but he did NOT say some could NOT be cast out! He also taught in Matthew 12:43-45  that once a demon has been cast out, it goes to find more evil spirits so it will be stronger and then tries to return. This reminds us of the prime importance of leading people to accept Christ and start learning for themselves how to overcome evil and fight spiritual battles.


When we encounter the agents of witchcraft or spiritual attacks, and recognize that fear is trying to come upon us, we should remind ourselves of these scriptures and focus on the TRUTH of the love and power of Jesus Christ, and then we will become strengthened. Our fight does not depend on our own strength, but on the faith we have in the Word of God and Jesus' name - THESE are our spiritual weapons!


In Africa and elsewhere, where those around us are often fearful and quick to believe in the power of curses and witchcraft, we may start to feel powerless as the disciples did when the young boy was thrown down and tormented by the evil spirit causing panic in the crowd. But when Jesus came on the scene, he never doubted, but instead took complete control and drove out the evil spirit. He was not moved by the physical sights, sounds and reactions, but went immediately to the root of the cause and dealt with that.


In the USA and "more civilized" countries, we must remember that although we may not encounter evil spirits in quite the same way (blatant and manifested through witchcraft and curses) the very same evil spirits are active and at work! Satan is a great deceiver, using many different methods. Spirits of jealousy, bitterness and hatred are still at work within people, causing them to utter curses and plot all manner of evil which Satan is happy to accomplish as he launches his spiritual attacks. Westerners may be less likely to believe in superstitious signs or black magic curses; but they may be quick to react for example to a sickness, and spend great time, money and worry on seeking medical help, never considering the source may in fact be a curse that can be broken with spiritual warfare!

The root is in deception - Satan even entered into Judas who continued to talk and eat and live with Jesus and the disciples until he made his move. As long as we live on this earth we will be surrounded by people who are deceived by evil spirits and therefore have the potential to attack us. 2 Corinthians 11:14-15 " But I am not surprised! Even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. So it is no wonder that his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness. In the end they will get the punishment their wicked deeds deserve." (NLT) 

But if we KNOW that and are prepared and vigilant, we can fight those spiritual battles with the Lord's help and come through victorious! I John 5:4-5 " For every child of God defeats this evil world, and we achieve this victory through our faith. And who can win this battle against the world? Only those who believe that Jesus is the Son of God." (NLT)
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