TOGO MINISTRY "Walking By Faith" 

 

It was in 1998 that God gave us confirmation about the burden that my wife Lucy and I had on our hearts to serve the Lord by preaching His word to specific target populations - namely those neglected and abandoned by preachers for reasons of fear (forgetting that Jesus Christ died for all). We are especially talking about prisoners, soldiers, orphans, witch doctors, sorcerers etc... This decision came at a time when our country lived under an implacable dictatorship which did not allow preachers to enter prisons and garrisons. Worse yet, we were very poor and had no financial means to pay our transport to these locations. But we firmly believed that the Lord would touch the hearts of the authorities and it would somehow be possible. At that time we had the opportunity to be directors of a school, but as we prayed about it, the answer came as an emphatic "No". The Lord's call won and completely filled our expectations and lives. We had an even greater desire to see lost souls come to the Lord Jesus, especially from these specific backgrounds.

In November 1998, by faith we could defy the fear and the dangers for our first visit into the prisons. Glory be to God - we were allowed to enter! It was the beginning of our prison ministry. Prisoners heard for the first time the message of salvation, as those who had previously visited them promised them only their miraculous release from the prison, and spent more time singing and dancing. But then their living conditions became increasingly difficult. Thankfully with our help, they started to work with bible courses that they had never seen or done. New joy and hope began to fill these prisoners and they became interested to study many biblical courses. Up to today, hundreds and hundreds of prisoners have given their lives to Jesus Christ and more than twenty have become preachers in the prisons. Many have vowed to do more to return and engage themselves in free professions. We were equally determined to follow them after their release - a work also difficult especially with no means of transport because of our financial problems. We did all these visits by foot and sometimes with moto-taxis. One thing that won our hearts and thoughts at this time was that God will certainly provide for His work because it is He who has called us. We were encouraged and convinced of the truth of Hebrews 12:1-3 and also 
1 Corinthians 1:9 which reads: "God is faithful, who has called you into fellowship with his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord." 


Thus over time the prison authorities in TOGO witnessed our work and now have expressed to us their sincere appreciation for a good job. We give glory to the Lord Jesus who also enabled us to share the Gospel with the soldiers who guard the prisoners. Many were very interested and invited us to come into their garrisons. We were afraid to visit the garrisons because they were led by major Muslim officers who did not at all want to see or hear the bible. It was a difficult and dangerous decision. But throughout one month in 2002 we devoted much prayer for this intention, and studied and meditated on the Book of Acts and the missionary life of the Apostle Paul. Glory to the Lord, soon the fear had completely disappeared from our hearts because we were inspired by the faith of Paul who was ready for all situations, happy or bad, and even for death. 

In July 2002 by faith we were able to visit the largest garrison of TOGO based at Lomé. Although the officer who headed the garrison was a Muslim, God protected and enabled us to meet a dozen of the soldiers, who listened to our preaching. Four among them gave their lives to Jesus as their Lord and Savior, but their decision to follow Jesus was not easy. The senior officer requested them to stop reading the bible and told them the following: "If you read the bible you will forgive more, and you will no longer be able to function as soldiers. You will speak more about peace. Throw these bibles away or fear the consequences!"

They were sincerely very persecuted and we did much to encourage them during these painful times. But by faith in Jesus Christ they are now very strong spiritually. Unfortunately four years ago, the Muslim senior officer died in extremely difficult circumstances and still without Jesus Christ. Today through prayer, there are very few Muslim officers in charge of the TOGO garrisons. Glory to God who has enlarged the field in the garrisons of TOGO through these four brothers. We can also give thanks to the Lord for thousands of soldiers who now have eternal life. Today there is at least one church or Bible study group in each garrison of TOGO. PTL!

In the month of January 2014, two of these spiritual leaders in the largest garrison of TOGO came to follow a 4-day training for more effective work in the garrisons. They greatly appreciated receiving good teaching for the great challenge of the activities in the garrisons. 
In February, I awarded them each a certificate in the garrison for their good participation in the training. It was a total joy to other soldiers also present at the ceremony time.

Always walking in faith, in 2005 my wife and I had a very real desire and thirst to preach to orphans in different orphanages in Togo. This decision was made after my wife asked me to meditate with her on the scripture in James 1:27 which says "Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”

I was actually having great difficulty with this especially as we had no money and I was forgetting that it is the Lord who provides at the right time. I asked my wife with courage and faith that we pray for one or two weeks to see what God would say. Thus it was after such prayers that we began visits to the orphanages and the message of the Lord was preached for their salvation. Bible courses were given to them and much was accomplished. Many gave their lives to Jesus. This passage continued to increase our way of serving the Lord. During 2005 we had already begun to develop some fruitful activities with the orphans, when we decided to start a work with orphans in my native village. This decision was made by both of us, and we actually started some orphanage activities in the village-building.

In 2008 we received the visit of a missionary from IMOF Inc. named Shirley Davis, who through her ministry was able to achieve the most expensive project of our life by constructing an orphanage in the village. It is called the JOSEPH PROJECT and hosts 20 children including 7 girls and 13 boys. The management of this orphanage has allowed me to know the Lord much better through the need to walk in faith every day, because several times the situation in this orphanage has seemed impossibly difficult but the Lord has never abandoned us. Let His name be glorified always from eternity to eternity! We want through this article to say a GREAT thank you to our sister Shirley and her husband Gerald and partners that spiritually and financially support this orphanage. Thanks to all of you who raise to Heaven because the bible says in Matthew 6:19-21: "Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." God bless you all.

Added to these activities, I could talk to you about two particular people in two villages in the interior of Togo who had never believed but also gave their lives to Jesus - especially the famous murderer witch doctor who killed many people by sorcery, and the old witch Kotchou. Many preachers refused to go to them, but by faith in Jesus Christ we went to them persistently  to preach the Gospel of salvation and today they are saved and live together with us in the Body of Christ. "What is impossible for man is always possible to God." Luke 18:27.

Furthermore we wish we had time to talk to you about many things that the Lord has done and continues to do through us in TOGO in His Ministry when sometimes everything seems to us so black and hopeless. But PTL, henceforth we will never fear again human beings, whatever their power professional or spiritual, especially when they have need of the Gospel for the salvation of their souls, because we always agree with the message of Jesus who said in Mark 9:23:  “‘If you can’?” said Jesus. “Everything is possible for one who believes.” Once again Jesus Christ died for all and all must hear the Gospel. One thing that we want from you all, is to pray for us. Be blessed in Him.
Pastor SIKA and his wife Lucie.
 

Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ said, in Matthew 28:19-20: "Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age."
