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This can be part of a special event or evangelistic outreach for children, and needs preparation. However it can be adapted to be either elaborate or simple, and is an exciting way for children to learn what is truly "treasure" in relation to God and the Bible, along with the Bible verses that teach us about it. A course with 5 stations can be laid out inside Sunday School rooms, or outdoors in a field - two suggestions are given as examples:
a) Indoors


A series of tunnels or caves can be constructed as the course, using chairs placed facing outward and plastic sheeting or cardboard attached to them and the walls of the room to form tunnels through which the children crawl. Each tunnel leads to a station which is decorated according to its treasure theme; it has an attendant who greets the children as they emerge from the tunnel, and explains the treasure theme and its bible verse. Each child writes each treasure in the correct order on his/her map, and at the end receives a prize for completing the map correctly. (See map A)
b) Outdoors

Each child is given a map with the key points of interest marked (such as buildings, trees, road, etc). The 5 stations can be marked on the map with stars, and clues given to lead the children to each station in the correct order. (If a large number of children participate, it would be best to allow them to follow the course in groups of only 5 or 6 at the time.) Attendants at the beginning and at each station read the next clue after explaining about the treasure. Try to make the course as large as possible with the decorated stations hidden behind a building or among some bushes, to make it more exciting. Each child writes each treasure in the correct position on his/her map, and at the end receives a prize for completing the map correctly. (See map B)

Below is a suggested list of the 5 different treasure stations. Each should be decorated accordingly and have a large poster with the scripture written clearly - with blanks for the key word to be guessed by each child and then written down on his/her map.

Station 1 - Treasure  (suggest decorate with an old treasure chest filled with rusted and tarnished treasures, cobwebs etc)

Matthew 6:19-20  (New Living Translation)
“Don’t store up __________ here on earth, where moths eat them and rust destroys them, and where thieves break in and steal. Store your __________ in heaven, where moths and rust cannot destroy, and thieves do not break in and steal."
Station 2 - Pearls  (suggest decorate with a fake giant oyster shell, huge fake pearl such as a white ball, and strings of pearls)

Matthew 13:45-46  (New Living Translation)  
“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for choice ________. When he discovered a ______ of great value, he sold everything he owned and bought it!"
Station 3 - Gold  (suggest decorate with fake gold bars and other treasures of gold)

Psalm 19:9-10a  (Easy to Read Version)
"Learning respect for the Lord is good. It will last forever. The Lord's judgments are right. They are completely fair. His teachings are worth more than pure ______."
Station 4 - Silver  (suggest decorate with fake silver bars and treasures wrapped in foil)
Proverbs 3:13-14  (New Living Translation)
"Joyful is the person who finds wisdom, the one who gains understanding. For wisdom is more profitable than _________, and her wages are better than gold."
Station 5 - Jewels  (suggest decorate with strings of shiny, multicolored glass beads, crowns etc)

Revelation 21:2,19 (New International Readers Version)
"I saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem. It was coming down out of heaven from God. It was prepared like a bride beautifully dressed for her husband..... The foundations of the city walls were decorated with every kind of _____. The first foundation was made out of jasper. The second was made out of sapphire. The third was made out of chalcedony. The fourth was made out of emerald."
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Plan A   (for indoor set up such as in two connecting Sunday School rooms)
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Map A (for the children to complete) 
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Example for Map B (adapt according to your outdoor course)
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