Vacation Bible School - Let's Follow Jesus!
by Shirley Davis
www.imofinc.org 
Introduction

This consists of lessons and ideas for 5 days, and a final program when all the children participate. Simple crafts can be worked on during the week - some for younger children, and others for older children so they can also give some to others to share about Jesus. The time each day is divided up into sessions, to make best use of presenting either a drama skit or puppets etc to everyone together, while the actual teaching of the lesson, learning of the memory verses, and crafts are done with children divided into age-appropriate groups. The sessions also give the children opportunity to move around a little and so they are less likely to be bored or cause trouble. As the week progresses, each day the children repeat the memory verses and songs that make up the final presentation so that there is no need to spend special time practicing at the end, and more time can be focused on teaching the Word of God or ministering. It is suggested that each group have one main teacher and one or more helpers who can also handle any problems to avoid interrupting the teaching. The groups can just meet in different parts of an open area if separate rooms are not available. 
Daily Plan 

Session 1 - Start each day with everyone together playing a game as this attracts other children to the VBS and gives time for late arrivals. Then give the welcome, singing a couple of songs, and then repeat the previous days' memory verses. After this there is an illustration or a simple drama skit (see suggestions), and finally a special song is sung for the day. Choose a total of four simple, well-known children's songs that illustrate Jesus' love and our salvation. On the final day all four songs can be sung, as a reminder of what will be sung in the final program.
Session 2 - The children are divided into groups according to age such as ages 4-7 and 8-12 years. If there is a very large number of children it may be best to actually have several different classes within each age group, so that classes are of a more manageable size. The teachings (with bible stories, games, illustrations and bible verses) are given for the two different age groups.
Session 3 - Time is given to work on the crafts in the different groups - and during this time the teacher should try to get to know each child (especially those who are new).

Session 4 - Everyone returns to sit together in the main area and work on the final drama skit for the program for maybe 20-30 minutes, as most suitable.

Note - If desired a special "Offering Race" can be held throughout the week, with children bringing small monetary offerings which are collected during the first session. The offerings are collected separately from the girls and the boys, and recorded each day on a large chart displayed at the front. At the end of the week, during the final program a last special offering can be taken (encouraging the parents to give donations through either their son or daughter) and all applaud the winners (girls or boys). The funds can be used to help with the expenses of the VBS or given to help a specially needy family or cause. This is a great way to teach about tithing and giving to the poor, and is an important part of learning to follow Jesus!
The following pages detail teachings and ideas that can be used each day and in the final program.

Day One - Jesus loves everyone

Session 1 (all together)
The "Name Game"  is played in an area close to the street in order to attract other children to the VBS, while also acting as a way to learn the children's names: 2 leaders lift their arms and join hands making an archway while all the children pass underneath in a line as music is played. Each time the music is stopped (by another leader) a child is caught in the arms of the leaders and must tell his or her name before leaving the game and taking a seat at the side. Helpers can then record the child's name and age and give a name tag which also denotes his/her age and class assigned. At the end, everyone will be ready and registered in their classes.
Welcome the children, sing a couple of songs, and then explain the offering race with the recording chart.

A simple puppet skit can be presented: One puppet is sad because he has no friends. He is ugly, has a problem with his leg and so cannot play like other children. He feels very alone and that nobody loves him. Another puppet is a Christian and tells him about Jesus and how He loves everyone, then befriends him. 

Sing first special song about Jesus' love. Then divide children into their groups and send off with their teachers.

Session 2 (younger group)

1) Briefly tell the story of Jesus in your own words, using a book of illustrations if possible (such as a selection of suitable colored pictures) covering the following key points:


Luke 2 - Jesus' birth and visit to the temple at age 12


Luke 5 - Jesus heals many


Luke 6 - Jesus teaches many


Luke 8 - Jesus frees a demon-possessed man 

Luke 9 - Jesus does miracles such as the loaves and fishes


John 11 - Jesus raises the dead - Lazarus


Luke 23,24 - Jesus' crucifixion and resurrection

2) Tell the story of Zaccheus using a small child as an example, while the others in the class can form the crowd preventing him from seeing Jesus. Tell the story (Luke 19:1-10) while allowing the class to help act it out. Explain that even if we have no friends or have been bad, Jesus loves us and wants to be our friend and can help us change.

3) Fishing game to learn the day's memory verse John 15:12 "Love each other as I have loved you". Cover each word of the verse written on a board with a different picture (such as flower, cat...), then using index cards draw 2 pictures to match each one on the board. Place all cards face down in the center and in turn each child turns over 2 cards to try to find a pair. If not, return the cards face down. Each time a pair is found the matching card is removed from the board to reveal part of the memory verse. At end the children repeat the verse several times.    
4) Pray together that God will help us love people who are different or who are not easy to love.

Session 2 (older group)

1) Very briefly give an overview of the Life of Jesus using the examples mentioned above.
2) Tell the story of Zaccheus as above.
3) Discussion with blackboard if possible - ask the children to tell of different people in the Bible who followed Jesus. Consider how many were actually not "rich and famous" or even accepted in general by others - such as poor fishermen, prostitutes, demon-possessed man, lepers.... What kinds of people today are difficult to love?....(drunks, thieves, liars, people who disappoint us). Jesus tells us we should love our friends, our neighbors and also our enemies -- because God loves everyone. How can we do that? (Share the Gospel in tracts and leaflets, through our words and actions; forgive them and pray for them...) Consider how to deal with a parent who is mean and uncaring; a friend who has hurt us; a bully at school.... Jesus does not want such people to continue lost and  horrible. Share testimonies of people who were bad but who have accepted Christ and experienced a changed life. Pray for God to help us with those who are difficult to love.
4) Number game to learn memory verse John 15:12 "Love each other as I have loved you" As above but use numbers instead of pictures to cover each word of the verse. Numbers can be chosen by paired cards or throwing a beanbag onto a rectangle divided into sections and numbered accordingly.
Session 3 (younger group)

Work on the first part of the craft for about 30 minutes - on a blank sheet of paper for each child, draw around his/her feet, one a little in front of the other, to make footprints. Then the children can color them and write their name as wanting to follow Jesus. e.g. "ANA" WANTS TO FOLLOW JESUS
Session 3 (older group)

Work on the first part of the craft for about 30 minutes - give to each child a sheet of paper on which has been photocopied the outline of 5 bookmarks each saying "What would Jesus do?". Cut apart the 5 bookmarks from each sheet, glue onto card to make each bookmark stronger, then color.
Session 4 (all together again)
Tell the parable of the sheep and the goats and explain how the drama skit of this will be performed for the final program. (Matthew 25:31-46)
Sheep and Goats Skit (Mime)

Needs

2 actors with masks like sheep (mask made of white card, decorated to look like sheep’s face, with cotton balls, eye slits and elastic behind head)



2 actors with masks like goats (mask made similarly but decorated like goat’s face)



1 actor representing King Jesus (with robe, crown and scepter)



6 other actors (#1 - #6)



Narrator (with modern version Bible)

1st Scene
(All is acted in silence)



The “sheep” are seated inside their “house” at one side of the stage area (to the audience’s left) and are miming friendly conversation.



The “goats” are seated inside their “house” at the opposite side of the stage area, miming playing cards and laughing.

Actor #1 enters on the right side of the audience and passes to front, rubbing his stomach to represent hunger; “knocks” on door of goats’ house. One gets up fussing, opens door; #1 begs food, goat says no, shuts door, fussing. #1 goes on to sheep’s house, “knocks” on door, begs food; sheep nods and goes to find bowl of food, gives it and #1 nods thanks, eats and leaves.

Actor #2 arrives similarly, clutching throat to represent thirst; the action is repeated at both houses, the goats give nothing and complain; sheep give glass of water in kindly way. #2 leaves.

Actor #3 arrives similarly, looking around anxiously in fear; “knocks” on door of goats’ house, motioning that he’s lost. Goat impatiently motions for him to go and shuts door. At sheep’s house, he’s welcomed and shown direction where to go

Actor #4 arrives similarly, shaking and squeezing together arms to represent cold; “knocks” on door of goats’ house, and goat angrily motions him to go; at sheep’s house, he is welcomed and given warm coat, before he leaves.

Actor #5 arrives slowly, weak, sick, occasionally stumbling and falling; goats angrily answer his knock and motion him to go, slamming door. He stumbles on to sheep’s house, where he is welcomed in, made to sit down and be cared for.

Actor #6 enters, holding up cardboard bars representing prison. Stands to one side of stage area. Goats decide to go out, leave house, close door, walk past #6, who begs help, but they laugh and make fun of him and leave. Sheep and visitor leave house, shut door, walk past #6, then stop and speak to him, give him a tract, pray for him then leave waving goodbye.

2nd Scene
Judgment Day. While Narrator reads Matthew 25:31-46, “Jesus” is seated on throne. All actors enter and stand in front of him. As the scriptures are read, “Jesus” motions the sheep to go to his right hand side and the goats to his left. When Jesus “speaks” to the sheep, explaining, they act confused and questioning. Actors #1-6 point to the sheep, nod their heads. Jesus receives the sheep with joy. When it’s the turn of the goats, they also act confused and questioning. Actors #1-6 point to goats and shake their heads. The goats are sent out crying.

Day Two - Jesus heals and performs miracles

Session 1 (all together)

The "Blindfold Race" is played in an area close to the street in order to attract other children to the VBS. Register any new children and assign them to their classes. Each team is divided into two, with one half at the beginning of the course and the other at the far end. Those at the beginning are blindfolded and in turn must run toward the far end of the course, guided by the shouts of their team members. On arrival at the far end, each blindfolded member is led back to the start by a "sighted" team member, and then another blindfolded one can set off. Afterwards discuss how it is to be blind or lost - wandering, dangers of falling, led astray by others etc. and then the advantages of being led by someone who can see and help us (Jesus).
Welcome the children, sing a couple of songs, and then everyone repeat the memory verse from yesterday (John 15:12). Receive the offering for the offering race and update the chart.

A simple puppet skit can be presented: One puppet is blind and wishes he could see the pictures of Jesus, the puppets and everything going on at the VBS. He has never seen anything and the doctors say there is nothing can be done to help. Another puppet tells him about how Jesus can heal every disease and invites him to a special church service. The two leave and return after a while. The "blind" one is excited and tells how Jesus healed him and he has given his life to Christ.  

Sing second special song about Jesus' love and healing power. Then divide children into their groups and send off with their teachers.

Session 2 (younger group)

1) In your own words briefly tell three stories of Jesus healing blind people: stopping to heal Bartimaeus in Luke 18:35; praying two times in Mark 8:22; and using mud in John 9:1,6,7. Talk about how Jesus healed in many different ways - it is not like "magic", repeating certain words and performing certain rituals, then "poof" a miracle! God works in many ways and we have to obey Him and have faith in Him and His Word. Read James 5:14,15.
2) Using pictures as clues (such as eye, teeth, spots...) the children tell of different kinds of sickness. Explain that Jesus can heal every type of sickness and pain. Briefly tell the following stories of healing explaining about each sickness: a leper (Luke 5:12,13); a paralytic (Luke 5:18-20,23-25); a woman bleeding (Luke 8:43,44); a cripple (Luke 13:10-13). Share a true testimony of a child who has been healed and pray for any sickness or illness that the children have or know of in their families. 
3) Follow the Leader game - everyone forms a line one behind the other following the leader, who they have to copy. As the leader takes them around outside, he/she acts like a blind person for a while (arms outstretched and walking slowly); and then like a cripple with a bad leg; then a deaf person (hands over ears); then bent over; then like a mute person (hand over mouth); then scratching all over, and so on. Finally he acts like he has been healed and dances and praises God.  
4) Memory verse - Repeat several times with appropriate actions to help memorization Matthew 9:35:
"Jesus went" (show fingers walking) 

"through all the towns and villages"  (gesture by opening arms and pointing everywhere)
"teaching" (wave and point index finger)

"preaching the good news" (hands open as if reading a bible)
"and healing every disease" (hold hand outstretched as if praying) 
Session 2 (older group)

1) In your own words briefly tell three stories of Jesus healing blind people as above.

2) Using pictures as clues (such as eye, feet, spots...) the children must think of a bible story about when God healed someone with each type of disease. (You can divide the children into groups and let them look it up in bibles). The first to think of an example must run to the front and grab a beanbag (or other special item) which then gives him/her the right to talk. Points can be awarded to the boys or girls accordingly. Briefly discuss the different stories.
3) Memory verse - Repeat several times with appropriate actions to help memorize Matthew 9:35 as above.

4) Discussion of testimonies of healing today - share several including personal testimonies and others that are authentic. Allow children to ask questions and share their thoughts about God's power to heal. Pray for those who need healing or have family or friends that need healing.

Session 3 (younger group)

Glue each child's colored picture to a piece of cardboard. Make 2 holes at the top, then let each child braid three pieces of colored yarn or thread together before threading it through the holes so that the picture can be hung up on a nail. 

Session 3 (older group)

Everyone works on finishing their 5 bookmarks by making holes around the edge and then weaving colored yarn or thread through the holes as decoration, and tying in a tassel at the bottom. 

Session 4 (all together again)

Choose children to play the various parts of the drama skit and begin to practice it.

Day Three - Jesus saves

Session 1 (all together)

The "Catch the Thief" game  has everyone standing in a circle with one child blindfolded in the middle and holding a beanbag. While he is counting to 10 out loud, one child (chosen by an adult) quietly snatches away the beanbag and returns to his place. The child in the middle has 3 chances to ask questions (which can only be answered by "yes" or "no") before having to decide who stole the beanbag. If he does so correctly he chooses someone else to be in the middle. If not, the "thief" must be in the middle. Explain that Satan is like a thief who comes to steal, kill and destroy. When we know this we can be better prepared and can avoid being deceived.  
Welcome the children, sing a couple of songs, and then everyone repeats the memory verses from  the previous two days (John 15:12 and Matthew 9:35). Receive the offering for the offering race and update the chart.

A simple drama skit can be presented with the help of a few of the children: Tell the story of the woman caught in sin whom the crowd wanted to stone to death. Tell how Jesus responded and explain that every sin is equal in the eyes of God. Only God is the judge. If we repent and follow Jesus he gives us another chance. Salvation only comes through Jesus Christ. 
Sing third special song about Jesus' love and salvation. Then divide children into their groups and send off with their teachers.

Session 2 (younger group)

1) Discuss what sin is - disobedience, lying, saying things that hurt others, stealing, being jealous, not forgiving...Talk about today's memory verse: Romans 6:23 - "The wages of sin is death" Repeat the verse many times - with just the boys; then just the girls; call upon individual children to repeat it and so on...
2) As an object lesson show a clear glass half full of clean water. Put a thin stick into ink or paint and as you talk about different examples of sin that a child might commit, each time you mention one put the stick into the water to dirty it. After 6 or 7 times when all can see that the water is dirty explain that these sins stain our heart. Only Jesus can make us clean again by what he did on the Cross. Pour a little bleach from another glass (you could cover the outside of the glass with paper with a red cross drawn on it) into the glass of dirty water and after a short time everyone will see that the water looks clean again. So it is with our hearts after we receive Jesus into our lives.
3) Prayer - Explain that repentance is like a child walking in one direction who then turns around and begins to walk in a different direction. We have to leave behind those things that we did before and the way we acted. Pray that everyone there will repent and follow Jesus.

4) Demonstrate the "Book of Colors" explaining their significance:

black - sin

red - blood of Jesus

white - clean heart

green - new life

yellow - streets of gold in Heaven 
5) Bible game - play a game such as one of those on pages 68-70 of the JWJ Seminar book. Examples include simply passing a beanbag from child to child with music until the music stops, when the child with the beanbag must name a bible character or book.
Session 2 (older group)

1) Discuss what sin is - disobedience, lying, saying things that hurt others, stealing, being jealous, not forgiving... Explain that all sin is equal in God's eyes. How can we know that something is a sin? We should ask ourselves if Jesus would do it! Let's imagine that our father or a teacher comes in right when we are in the middle of doing it - would we feel ashamed? If the answer is "Yes", it probably is a sin! God has given us all a conscience to guide and warn us. Also as we get to know the Bible we begin to know the will of God and what pleases him. Talk about situations, maybe when we are with our friends, when we don't know if it is good or not to do something. Read James 4:17.
2) Memory verse - Romans 6:23 - "The wages of sin is death" Repeat many times and talk about what it means - the punishment of being separated from God.

3) Object lesson as above.
4) Testimonies - Tell about Paul and how he was first Saul (working against God) but repented and was completely changed when he met Jesus. Acts 8:3; 9:2-6. Also share other testimonies of people whose lives were totally changed after they accepted Christ.

5) Bible game - play a game as above.
Session 3 (younger group)

Distribute pieces of colored paper (about 3" x 4") to each child, one of each of the following colors - black, red, white, green, yellow. As you help them assemble them in the correct order and staple them together to make a booklet, go over the meaning of the Book of Colors again. The children can also decorate and color a special cover for the booklet to help preserve it so they can use it to tell others the Gospel story.

Session 3 (older group)

As above, each child makes a Book of Colors, but if time remains, ask different children to demonstrate how they will use the booklet to share the Gospel story with others.

Session 4 (all together again)

Practice the drama of the sheep and goats. If younger children are bored, take them aside to play another bible game.

Day Four - Jesus prepares a home for us

Session 1 (all together)

Play the 3-legged race with teams as described on our webpage. Each team lines up with members in pairs, with the ankle of one partner tied to the ankle of the other. In turn each pair must run to the end of the course and then return before the following pair can leave. All in the team must sit down at the end to win. Explain the importance of being joined together with Jesus rather than others as we go through life, as He can better help and direct us.
Welcome the children, sing a couple of songs, and then everyone repeats the memory verses from the previous days (John 15:12, Matthew 9:35 and Romans 6:23). Receive the offering for the offering race and update the chart.

A simple puppet skit can be presented where one puppet is sad because his grandmother is dying. He talks about his fear of death. The Christian puppet tells of Jesus - how he died and went to hell, but fought with Satan there and beat him. The Bible promises us that as Christians following Jesus, we will go to Heaven after we die. We can believe it because Jesus appeared to his disciples after his death and resurrection to prove it is true. They both leave happy.

Sing fourth special song about Jesus' love and heaven. Then divide children into their groups and send off with their teachers.

Session 2 (younger group)

1) Bible teaching - read John 14:1-3. Jesus is preparing a place for us in Heaven. In the Beginning, God prepared a place for us on earth - very beautiful with flowers, animals, rivers, mountains and so on because He loves such beautiful things. Explain about eternal life - our "soul" (what really makes us individuals) being with Jesus and our loved ones forever. Jesus died and then was resurrected from the dead to show us the truth of His promise. He is coming back one day for us.  

2) Pictures - Starting with a big drawing on the blackboard or a picture of the world, explain that in the Beginning God created the world perfect with plants and animals etc (add pictures). When the devil and sin entered (more pictures), the world began to change. Sin brought problems - add more pictures of sadness, sickness, wickedness, war, trash and death. The Bible tells us there will be a new earth one day and a new heaven. God will make everything perfect and beautiful but this time the devil will not be able to bring in sin or problems because he will have been thrown in the lake of fire forever. (Take away all the pictures of bad things and instead add pictures of happy faces). All the believers will also be changed and made perfect like Jesus and we'll never be hurt or have problems. Talk about this with the children and answer their questions according to the Bible.

3) Memory verse - Read and repeat several times Revelation 22:12: "Behold I am coming soon!"
4) Bible word hunt - A phrase such as JESUS IS LORD can be written with the letters for each word written individually on small pieces of colored paper: letters JESUS on one color; IS on another color: and LORD on another color. The small pieces of paper are then hidden around the play area before the children enter. They must find all the papers and then put them together according to the color and decipher the phrase.
Session 2 (older group)

1) Bible teaching - read John 14:1-3 and discuss as above. Learn the memory verse Revelation 22:12: "Behold I am coming soon!"
2) Pictures - Starting with a big drawing on the blackboard or a picture of the world, explain that in the Beginning God created the world perfect with plants and animals etc (add pictures). When the devil and sin entered (more pictures), the world began to change. Let the children think of ways in which sin is destroying the earth. When a child responds, let him go to the picture and draw the results of the sin. For example, the desire for riches causes people to cut down trees and take only the good wood, leaving the forests destroyed and the animals without homes; people who are selfish and lazy leave trash around which causes disease and pollutes water; jealousy causes people to break into homes, stealing others belongings and causing destruction. Then read and discuss Revelation 21:1-4, removing the bad pictures and adding happy faces.

3) Memory verse puzzles - with the boys and girls divided into two teams, each team picks 8 representatives (in 4 pairs) to play the game. In turn, each pair comes to the front where they must race to arrange a set of cards (each with a different word on it) to correctly form a memory verse (John 15:12, Matthew 9:35, Romans 6:23 and Revelation 22:12). At the end everyone together recites all the memory verses.
4) Tell the true story of Dr Richard Eby who was dead for several hours. God restored his life and sent him back to share his testimony of his visit to Heaven. He had been a Christian for many years and was 60 years old when he fell from the 2nd floor of his house and landed with his head on concrete, cracking open his skull and causing his brain to spill out. He died and was taken to the hospital where a friend of his (also a doctor) saw that he was dead, and so just cleaned him up and sewed the skin back across his broken skull so he would look better for his funeral. Of course Dr Eby never felt anything because he had gone on to Heaven where he recalls walking through the beautiful fields with God. He describes picking incredibly lovely colorful flowers and gives many details about the beautiful things he saw and heard there. Then suddenly God ordered him to return to earth to tell others about Jesus Christ and his soon return. His spirit returned to his body and he woke up in the morgue, wanting to go home! The doctors could not believe it after what they had seen, but within a few days Dr Eby was up and walking again, and since then he has traveled the world telling his testimony and warning everyone that Jesus is coming back soon. Discuss with the children. 
Session 3 (younger group)

The teacher reads from Revelation 21:11-18; 21-27 and Revelation 22:1-3 describing Heaven, so that the children can together color and decorate a huge picture of heaven. For the younger children it is best to already have the picture drawn out so that it can be easily colored and then decorated with glitter, pictures of crowds of people cut out of magazines, pearly paint (or nail polish), little flowers and colorful beads and so on. Each section can be decorated and then the whole picture taped together at the end and hung on the wall.
Session 3 (older group)

The teacher reads from Revelation 21:11-18; 21-27 and Revelation 22:1-3 describing Heaven, so that the children can together color and decorate a huge picture of heaven. Everyone can work on a different aspect of the picture (such as draw and decorate the pearly gates, layers of beautiful stone walls, streets of gold, trees with fruit, crowds of people etc) and then it is all taped together to make a huge picture (or you can use large sheets of butcher paper if available). 

Session 4 (all together again)

Practice the drama of the sheep and goats. If younger children are bored, take them aside to play another bible game.

Day Five - Jesus gives us a commandment

Session 1 (all together)

In two teams hold 2 races - in the first race, each person's ankles are tied together to make them walk with very small steps as a traditional Chinese woman. In the 2nd race everyone must walk squatting down as traditional Russian dancers do. The teams can have many members but anyone who does not walk correctly is immediately eliminated! Talk about how people are very different around the world.   
Welcome the children, sing all the special songs from the week, and then everyone repeats all the memory verses from the week (John 15:12, Matthew 9:35, Romans 6:23 and Revelation 22:12). Receive the offering for the offering race and update the chart.

Teach the final memory verse - Mark 16:15: "Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone"
Illustration using the help of a few children - We can "preach the Good News" by sharing what we have all learned this week. We can share that:

Jesus loves everyone - some children come to the front dressed in simple costumes from other countries

Jesus heals everyone - children come to the front acting out different illnesses

Jesus saves everyone - children come to the front acting as different sinners

Jesus gives eternal life - all the children at the front leave, praising God. 
Session 2 (younger group)

1) Bible teaching - with a map of the world, explain that we read in the Book of Acts how the Early Church began to preach the Gospel to their neighbors (point out Israel and surrounding countries) and then went to places further away, and then to places far off where the people had very different customs and worshipped other gods. It continued until now there are Christians in almost every country around the world. Ask the children to name different countries and talk about their various customs and clothing etc.
What can we share with them? - Love, truth, salvation, forgiveness, Bible promises...

How can we share with them? - Through our good example every day, through our testimonies, Christian tracts (show) 
2) True story - Tell the story of Samuel in your own words, from 1 Samuel 3, how he was called by God as a child - God wants to use children. Tell stories of children who have influenced others by their faith, such as the following about a small, poor boy called Tom over 100 years ago in England: He was only 10 years old when he became crippled and so could not work. One day he was trying to get away from the bitter cold in the street and went into a small church service. Inside, he heard the story of Jesus Christ and became encouraged and determined to follow Jesus. Not long after, he got sick and became so weak he could no longer leave the attic of the old house he lived in with his grandmother. She didn't care about him and only sent him a little food every day. But the boy had managed to get an old copy of the Bible and was content to read it each day. One day he was reading Mark 16:15 and became very agitated - how could he obey this verse? He prayed and suddenly got the idea of copying scripture verses onto small pieces of paper, which he let fall from his window onto the street below. He kept busy day after day doing this although he could not see if anyone ever actually picked up any of his papers! One day there was a knock at the door and a rich gentleman had come to find him to tell him that a few weeks beforehand he had been passing when one of the scripture papers fell on his hat. He read it and was so encouraged that he began to follow Jesus. He was so happy that he decided to find out who had written the paper. Seeing the boy was so sick and poor he offered to move him into his own home to take care of him, but the boy knew he was dying and preferred to stay in his little room writing the scriptures. He was so happy that at least ONE had helped someone! The rich man gave him some good food but very soon after, the boy died - but happy to be going to meet his Jesus at last! Talk over the story and how we can ALL do our part to obey the Great Commission.  
Session 2 (older group)

1) Bible teaching - with a map of the world, explain that we read in the Book of Acts how the Early Church began to preach the Gospel to their neighbors and then went to places further away - as above. If possible show pictures of people in other countries to help a discussion of the many differences. Especially talk about different religions and how they affect the lives of so many people - such as Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists, Communists and so on. Talk about the ways we can share our faith (as above), and pass around some Christian tracts if possible.
2) True story - Tell the story of Samuel in your own words, from 1 Samuel 3, how he was called by God as a child - God wants to use children. Tell true stories of children who have influenced others by their faith as above. 
Session 3 (younger group)

Let children draw a picture about Jesus that they can give to a friend. Help them write one of the memory verses on it that will go along with what they have drawn.
Session 3 (older group)

Let children draw a picture about Jesus that they can give to a friend and then write one of the memory verses on it that will go along with what they have drawn. Or in groups they can come up with a simple Christian tract that they can draw and get photocopied so they can hand it out to others at the end of the VBS closing program.
Session 4 (all together again)

The final practice of the drama of the sheep and goats. 
Closing Program for VBS - Let's Follow Jesus!
1. Opening songs and Welcome
2. Special songs and memory verses - with explanation of what the children learned each day. As illustrations, several children in simple costume enter and pass to front as each day is explained.


1st day - Jesus loves everyone - children enter dressed in costume from 3 or 4 other countries



  All children sing the first day's special song



  Children recite memory verse - "Love each other as I have loved you" John 15:12 

2nd day - Jesus heals everyone - children enter as sick, blind and lame



  All children sing the second day's special song



  Children recite memory verse - "Jesus went through all the towns and villages teaching, preaching the 


  good news and healing every disease" Matthew 9:35


3rd day - Jesus saves everyone - children enter as drunkards and thieves, fighting and unruly


  All children sing the third day's special song 



  Children recite memory verse - "The wages of sin is death" Romans 6:23 

4th day - Jesus prepares a home for us - all the children at front praise God



  All children sing the fourth day's special song



  Children recite memory verse - "Behold I am coming soon!" Revelation 22:12

5th day - Jesus gives us a commandment  



  All children sing the last day's special song



  Children recite memory verse - "Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone" Mark 16:15 - and then all the children at front run out into audience and hand out tracts 

3) Song and final offering - with explanation of offering race, take up offering and announcement of total and winners
4) Presentation of drama of The Sheep and the Goats
5) Short message from Director - certificates of VBS participation can be given out to children
6) Prayer of dismissal

7) Exhibition of crafts












