 Ten famous Bible stories even more amazing when you do the math!
by Shirley Davis
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Many famous Bible stories are so familiar that we tend to gloss over them without really considering the details or magnitude of the event. If we take the time to stop and really focus on the details and "do the math", we begin to see the story in a whole new light - and have a lot more appreciation for the Bible characters involved! 
1. Humungous family reunion!
Sometimes reading the genealogy sections of the Bible becomes a little monotonous, but if we take the time to "do the math" we come up with some surprising results! In Genesis 11:10 we read the family tree of Shem, probably the oldest of Noah's sons. If we draw a timeline of Seth's life by his age*, we discover some amazing things: (http://www.imofinc.org/index-of-downloads/special-lessons/)
at age 98 the flood came

at age 100 his son Arphaxad was born

at age 135 his grandson Salah was born

at age 165 his great grandson Eber was born

at age 199 his great, great grandson Peleg was born

at age 229 his great, great, great grandson Reu was born

at age 261 his great, great, great, great grandson Serug was born

at age 291 his great, great, great, great, great grandson Nahor was born

at age 320 his great, great, great, great, great, great grandson Terah was born

at age 390 his great, great, great, great, great, great, great grandson Abram was born!

Genesis 11:11 tells us that Shem lived a total of 500 years after his son Arphaxad was born - so he lived to be 100 + 500 = 600 years old! If we include the length of lifetime for each of these descendants, it is clear that all but Eber actually died BEFORE Shem died!! Even Abram, who lived to be 565 (Genesis 25:8) actually died 35 years before Shem! If we include Noah's lifeline, we see that when Noah died at the age of 950, all of Shem's descendants had been born and were still living except for Abram, who was born just 42 years after the death of Noah! What an incredible family reunion that would have been, with TEN generations meeting together!! 
*See Timeline on attached page.

2. Camels drink a lot of water!

In Genesis 24 we read that Abraham did not want Isaac to marry a girl who worshipped other gods, so he sent his servant with gifts and 10 camels (v.10) back to where some of Abraham's family still lived in order to find a young girl. After traveling about 644 Km (400 miles), he arrived at the town in the evening, and sat down by the well. He prayed and decided to ask for a drink of water from a girl at the well, and if she offered to also give water to his camels that would be a sign she was the right one. Of course the story goes on to say how Rebekah did just that and later went back with him to marry Isaac.

As I was reading this I thought “I wonder how much a camel drinks?” With some quick help from the Internet I learned that one camel can drink 135 liters (30 gallons) of water in about 15 minutes!! So to give water to TEN thirsty camels the poor girl would need to fetch at least 135 x 10 = 1,350 liters (300 gals) water from the well!! A liter of water weighs 1 kg  (a gallon of water weighs 8.34lbs). The average bucket holds about 9.6 liters (2.5 gals) and so weighs about 9.6 kg (about 21lbs) - not easy to repeatedly haul up out of a well!
In order to water all ten camels, how many trips would Rebekah have had to make with such a bucket? The answer is 1,350 divided by 9.6 = 141 trips to and from the well!!! Even if the camels were right beside the well, she had to get the bucket of water up out of the well so it probably took her at least 5 minutes each time – so do you know how long it would have taken her for 141 trips? 141 x 5 = 705 mins or 11.75 hours!! – a LOT of hard work all night long, and all for a total stranger!! Now the servant didn’t ASK Rebekah to do this, he just asked for a cup of water – she OFFERED to water his camels. Definitely a very special girl! 

3. A long-delayed death 
Another well known story from the Old Testament is that of Isaac and his twin sons Jacob and Esau. We read in Genesis 25:26 that Isaac was 60 years old before Rebekah gave birth to the twins. The story continues to tell how Esau did not value his birthright inheritance and traded it to Jacob for a bowl of stew; then in the next chapter we read that Esau was 40 years old when he married two Hittite women, which grieved Isaac and Rebekah. Then in Genesis 27:2 we read how Isaac had grown old and felt near to death, so he wanted to give the traditional blessing to his elder son before he died. It is probable that Isaac was at least 60 + 40 = 100 years old by this time, so it was understandable. The story goes on to tell how Jacob tricked his father to receive the blessing instead of Esau, which made Esau so angry that he vowed to kill Jacob. As a result, Jacob fled to Paddan Aram, where Rebekah had come from.

The story continues with Jacob falling in love with Rachel, being tricked and having to work 14 years for her. After that he stayed longer as his family grew and he built up his own herd of goats. Finally he left to return home to Canaan with his family and goats, and Genesis 31:38 tells us he had stayed in Paddan Aram for 20 years. But the story continues still for many more years, until finally Jacob (now called Israel) returns home to find Isaac still alive!! Genesis 35:28 tells us that when Isaac died he was 180 years old and his sons Jacob and Esau buried him in Hebron. Isaac had lived 180 - 100 = 80 years longer than he expected! It's a good reminder never to give up until the end!


4. A really huge breakfast order
We are all familiar with the story of Moses leading the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt and through the wilderness for forty years, before they returned to the Promised Land. Exodus 12:37 tells us that there were about 600,000 people not counting children or the "mixed multitude" that also accompanied them. Numbers 1:46 says the recorded count of all the MEN older than 20 years was 603,550 - not counting those in the tribe of Levi. Considering even a small average family size of a man, his wife, and two children, that makes the total number of Israelites about 603,550 x 4 = 2,414,200! Again, this is NOT considering all those in the tribe of Levi, nor any of the "mixed multitude"!! Moses REALLY had to have faith to believe that God would provide food and water every day for such a huge crowd - about the equivalent today of the population of Houston or Chicago! (http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/a0763098.html) Even at the end of the 40 years in the wilderness, the total number of men was recorded as 601,730 + 23,000 = 624,730 (Numbers 26:51, 62)
The Bible tells us of the miracle of manna appearing every morning throughout the 40 years until they reached the Promised Land and it was no longer needed. Some people today may dispute the story, but whether or not we understand HOW it happened, several million people DID manage to travel all through the desert from Egypt to Canaan over a long period of time and they must have eaten SOMETHING - so why NOT manna?
5. Great parting gifts
As we read the story of the Exodus of the Israelites from Egypt and through the wilderness to the Promised Land, we may overlook some very interesting facts. In Exodus 12:35-36, we read that after the terrible plagues, when Pharaoh told the Israelites to leave, the Egyptian people were so keen for them to go that they gladly gave them parting gifts of gold, silver and cloth. These were carried with them on the long journey until Moses received the detailed instructions from God on how to build the tabernacle and ark of the covenant in the Sinai desert. He asked the people to bring freewill offerings for the huge task and in Exodus 36:3-7 we read that so much was given, Moses had to ask the people to stop!

In Exodus 38:24,25,29 the total amount of gold, silver and bronze was recorded, apart from the rich fabric and precious jewels used. Authorities vary on what was the weight of one talent of gold or silver - usually considering it as being about 34 kg (75lbs) (http://www.convert-me.com/en/convert/weight/bibshekel.html). Today in 2015, the value of gold is about $1,100 per oz (www.goldprice.org) so we'll use  ounces
Gold - 29 talents and 730 sicles or shekels = 29.243 x 75 = 2,193.225 lbs x 16 = 35,091.6 oz at $1,100 per oz = $38,600,760
Silver - 100 talents and 1,775 shekels = 100.592 x 75 = 7,544.4 lbs x 16 = 120,710.4 oz at about $15 per oz = $1,810,656
In addition to the total value of gold and silver alone being $38,600,760 + $1,810,656 = $40,411,416 if we consider the 70+ talents of bronze, and all the precious jewels and fabric, the Egyptians were obviously VERY keen to get rid of the Israelites!

6. Outnumbered for sure!
The story of Gideon occurred after the Israelites settled in the Promised Land and about half way through the 170 years that they were ruled by a series of Judges. Gideon did not see himself as a leader, but his doubts and questions were all clearly answered by God, and so Gideon put his faith in God and obeyed - even when it went against reason! This included reducing his army in order that all would know it was God who gave Israel the victory. Initially Gideon started off with 32,000 men (Judges 7:3) but they were quickly reduced by 22,000 to just 10,000 after the fearful were allowed to go home. This number was then further reduced to just 300 (v.7) before the strange battle plan was revealed. Their obedience to take only trumpets and clay pitchers with flaming torches resulted in the enemy panicking and turning on each other before fleeing. The enemy were chased and all finally defeated. But exactly how many were there of the enemy? The answer is found in Judges 8:10 - 120,000 men had been killed when Gideon ambushed and killed the remaining 15,000 Midianites, making a total of 120,000 + 15,000 = 135,000 enemy soldiers! So instead of the Israelites being outnumbered about 4:1, the actual figure ended up being 135,000:300 = 450:1!
7. Old Testament Mr. Universe!
Most of us are familiar with the story of David and Goliath found in 1 Samuel 17. Goliath was the champion from Gath who stood over 2.74 meters (9 feet) tall and challenged the Israelites to send one of their soldiers to fight against him to decide the victory, rather than many thousands being killed in a traditional battle. Young David bravely accepted the challenge and faced him, preferring to use his faith in God and his trustworthy slingshot rather than King Saul's armor which was way too big for him anyway. We are so familiar with the story that we may not fully appreciate the sight of what David confronted. We read that the bronze coat of armor alone worn by Goliath weighed 5,000 shekels. His spear shaft was a weaver's beam and its iron point weighed 600 shekels. It is estimated that the shaft of the spear was about 7.92 meters (26ft) long (http://biblehub.com/1_samuel/17-7.htm) 
Authorities vary on what was the weight of one talent of gold or silver - usually considering it as being about 34 kg (75lbs). (http://www.convert-me.com/en/convert/weight/bibshekel.html) One talent = 3,000 shekels, so the iron tip of the spear weighed approximately 600/3,000 x 34 Kg = 1/5 x 34 = 6.8 Kg (15 lbs) 
The coat of armor Goliath wore weighed about 5,000/3,000 x 34 Kg = 56.7 Kg (124.7lbs)!! and that does not include the weight of his helmet and leg coverings! Quite apart from his exceptional height, Goliath must have been an incredibly strong and well-muscled man - quite a contender for the Mr. Universe title!

8. A real billionaire
King David's son, Solomon, is known as being the wisest king of the Old Testament. Under his leadership, Israel became not only the most powerful nation of the region but also the wealthiest. Rulers and leaders from all around came to learn from him and also brought gifts and tribute. The Queen of Sheba is recorded as having given King Solomon huge quantities of spices, precious stones and 120 talents of gold when she visited. We read in 1 Kings 10:14 that in one year alone King Solomon received 666 talents of gold, not counting other revenue. Considering one talent of gold or silver = 34 kg (75lbs) (http://www.convert-me.com/en/convert/weight/bibshekel.html), the gold that King Solomon received in one year alone was: 666 talents = 666 x 75lbs = 49,950 x 16 = 799,200 oz
Today, in 2015, the value of gold is about $1,100 per oz,
so today's value of the gold Solomon received in that one year is: 799,200 x $1,100 = $879,120,000!! Which, along with all the other wealth he had, made him a billionaire!
9. Some miracles take more work than others! 

The story of Jesus' first miracle is one that many of us are familiar with. He was at a wedding and they ran out of wine - which would have been a big embarrassment for the host, but was hardly a matter of life and death! But it just shows how much God cares about the little things in our lives as well as the real desperate emergencies! Jesus' mother, Mary, believed that too and turned to her son to help.  We read in John 2 what happened. Jesus told the servants to fill six ceremonial stone water jars with water and only then, pour some out to serve to the master of ceremonies. The scripture says the jars were "according to the manner of the purifying of the Jews". That is generally understood to mean that each held 75 - 115 liters (20-30 gallons) of water! (http://biblehub.com/commentaries/john/2-6.htm) 
These big heavy jars were made of STONE - so it was likely that the servants had to draw the water and bring it to fill each jar where it was placed. Even just taking them as holding 75 liters (20 gallons) each, the servants had to draw 6 x 75 liters (20 gallons) = 450 liters (120 gallons) of water in all. As mentioned earlier, a liter of water weighs 1 kg  (a gallon of water weighs 8.34lbs), and the average bucket holds about 9.6 liters (2.5 gals) and so weighs about 9.6 kg (about 21lbs). 450 liters divided by 9.6 = 46.9 meaning that one servant would have to make about 47 trips back and forth to the well if using a regular bucket! Even with 3 or 4 servants, it was not a quick task, and we can easily imagine what they muttered under their breathe as they obeyed this seemingly ridiculous request! I imagine the servants were more surprised than anyone else when the miracle occurred and the water was changed to wine!

10. The size of the angel army
Reading the story of the arrest of Jesus Christ in the Garden of Gethsemane in the Gospels, we come across the passage telling how one of Jesus' companions tried to prevent the arrest and attacked a servant of the high priest, cutting off his ear. Jesus responded in Matthew 26:53-54 by reminding them that if he so wanted, he could call on the angels to help him, but he would not do so as he had to fulfill what was written in the Scriptures. He said he could call for the immediate help of "12 legions of angels". But just how many angels is that? In the Roman army at that time, there were usually 6,000 soldiers in a legion. (http://www.britannica.com/topic/legion) So 12 x 6,000 = 72,000 angels could have come to Jesus' aid!! 
In Revelation 5:11 we read that John saw the vision of Heaven where he saw "ten thousand times ten thousand and thousands and thousands of angels" (most bible versions https://www.biblegateway.com/verse/en/Revelation5:11). That would mean there are more than 100 million plus multiple thousands of angels! 
From Isaiah 37:36 we learn that the angel of the Lord went out one night to protect Israel and killed 185,000 in the enemy camp! It's comforting to know that God's angelic army is SO powerful!!
