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During school holidays children often get bored and the temptation is to entertain them with quick-gratification activities - such as allowing them to spend hours playing videogames or watching cartoons on the television. They may enjoy these, but these activities do little to bring lasting pleasure or fulfillment. In these days of instant satisfaction at the press of a button, the positive attributes that they need to develop as they grow up (such as patience, endurance and consideration) are often forgotten; and the wonderful experience of fulfillment cannot be appreciated without first spending time working steadfastly and overcoming obstacles in order to successfully accomplish a goal. With this in mind, many years ago (with six children at home and a blossoming children's ministry) I came up with challenging the children to spend a month during the summer vacation on a different kind of "Talent Show".


As part of a weekly kids club at our local church, I first taught them on the Parable of the Talents - there are two similar stories found in Matthew 25:14 and in Luke 19:12. Then I explained that for the set time, every child who wanted to participate would be loaned $5 (with the parents signing a letter of responsibility). Each child should then use the $5 to buy basic craft materials from which he/she would then create small items to be sold to family and friends. This would require investments of time, thought, planning, creativity and work, as well as later promoting and selling the items. The children could continue with one project for the four weeks, or develop a second, different project for the remainder of the time after completing the first. 


We continued to meet weekly so that the children could be encouraged and helped to work on their projects and this gave me several opportunities to teach what the Bible says about work, money, tithing, giving and so on, to help the children better understand this important aspect of life. At the end of the month, we held a special "Talent Show" where each child exhibited and sold his crafts and the whole church congregation was invited. Each child's sales were totaled and (in most cases) the original $5 was returned. The remainder of the sales along with any unsold items became the property of the child, although we also received a special offering to help with children's ministry overseas. 

In addition to keeping the children occupied and developing their creativity, this project allowed us to learn many things about the children which we would otherwise not have known - their hidden talents, strengths and weaknesses; the  amount of involvement and encouragement given by their parents; and it also enabled us to get to know the children better and help them apply biblical truths to their new experiences. I was amazed at the variety of crafts and ideas the children had - from decorating glass jars as vases to making perfumed bath salts from Epsom salts; from making cookies and candy to making photo frames and necklaces. It was a real lesson in life - as some children made a minimal effort while others persisted and worked incredibly hard. In fact, over the weeks I watched the Parable of the Talents being acted out before my very eyes! 

To help with ideas for crafts here are a couple of the many good websites online to inspire you!
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http://www.activityvillage.co.uk/kids_crafts.htm    and

http://familyfun.go.com/crafts/crafts-by-type/ 
