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As we study how Jesus Christ dealt with people in the Gospels, we see that there were basically three main ways:


1) he healed people who were sick or had physical ailments


2) he cast out evil spirits from people possessed


3) he preached repentance to those in sin.


In the first case, whether it was blindness, leprosy or any other physical condition, Jesus recognized it as sickness and healed them. In some cases he addressed the need for forgiveness of sin first and then healed them (Luke 5:18-26). In some cases he cast out a spirit of infirmity (Luke 13:10-16). But he basically addressed and healed the sickness.


In the second case, involving the effects of evil spirits, he cast out the spirits, liberating the victim completely. The boy with seizures was delivered from a spirit (Matthew 17:14-18), as was the Gadarene demoniac who was delivered from many evil spirits (Luke 8:26-39). The illness or madness was "healed" by being delivered from the spirit.


In the third case, Jesus addressed the sin directly - whether greed, adultery, pride or whatever wrongdoing (the Samaritan woman John 4:17-18). He stated clearly what is pleasing to God and what must be repented of (such as adultery - Matthew 5:27-30; judging others - Matthew 7: 1-5). He did not listen to excuses or consider any explanations (the woman caught in adultery John 8:11). He simply told people to repent, to stop doing it and start living right with God. His teachings and the Word of God are what guide us to do that. Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would help us and he promised to be with us always as we endure suffering, overcome temptation, and learn to be led by the Holy Spirit rather than our fleshly desires.

So, how does all this apply to modern day problems such as homosexuality, addiction to drugs/sex/gambling etc?

I believe we should consider the following:


If homosexuality or addictions are of a physical/chemical origin, (whether congenital or not), then they can be considered an illness - and so Jesus can heal them.


If they are due to evil spirits - then they can be cast out.


If they are neither of the above, then they are clearly sin, which according to the Bible is abhorrent to God, as are other sins. If we love God and have made Jesus Christ our Lord, then homosexual/addictive desires should be considered as any other ungodly, sensual desires - temptations of the flesh, based on deception of the devil.


1 Corinthians 6:9-10: " Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality, or are thieves, or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these will inherit the Kingdom of God." (New Living Translation)

Romans 1:21-27: "They know about God, but they don’t honor him or even thank him. Their thoughts are useless, and their stupid minds are in the dark. They claim to be wise, but they are fools. They don’t worship the glorious and eternal God. Instead, they worship idols that are made to look like humans who cannot live forever, and like birds, animals, and reptiles. So God let these people go their own way. They did what they wanted to do, and their filthy thoughts made them do shameful things with their bodies. They gave up the truth about God for a lie, and they worshiped God’s creation instead of God, who will be praised forever. Amen. God let them follow their own evil desires. Women no longer wanted to have sex in a natural way, and they did things with each other that were not natural. Men behaved in the same way. They stopped wanting to have sex with women and had strong desires for sex with other men. They did shameful things with each other, and what has happened to them is punishment for their foolish deeds." (Contemporary English Version)

I believe, with God's help, victory can be gained over such temptations and desires, and peace can be achieved through accepting God's plan for our lives. As with any temptation to sin, if we focus on it and start making excuses for it, looking for reasons and ways to allow us to indulge in it, we begin to seek out others similarly tempted so that we don't feel alone. Then we begin to justify our failure to resist the sin. The more we join with others and believe our reasoning and excuses, the farther from God we become and the less we try to resist the temptation. If we finally believe the ultimate lie, that we CANNOT get control over it, then we have truly become slaves to the sin, and give up trying to resist it.

Once a society begins to consider and accept the reasoning and excuses for the sin, the more accepted the sinful behavior becomes - drawing in the curious and others who are lost or confused. Even Christians can be tempted to condone the behavior, believing they are showing compassion as they consider the "feelings" and plight of those caught up in the sin, and suffering as a result. The TRUTH is that many are deceived by the lies of the devil and then entrapped by following their sensual desires instead of obeying the Word of God. Jesus Christ gave his life so that EVERYONE (no matter what temptations they face) may be set FREE to live and enjoy GOD's plan for their life - which is the BEST!

Galatians 5:16-17:  "So I tell you: Live by following the Spirit. Then you will not do what your sinful selves want. Our sinful selves want what is against the Spirit, and the Spirit wants what is against our sinful selves. The two are against each other, so you cannot do just what you please." (New Century Version)
