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I had a very detailed and profound dream where I was being led down some passages deep inside a building – rather like an old prison. All along the corridors were people lying on the ground or slumped against the walls, dressed in filthy rags and huddled into corners. As we went up to them, and lifted their heads to speak to them, some were just dirty and emaciated; others were hideously infested with sores. I remember one with a baseball cap on, as I lifted his head to see his face, I realized it was a skeleton. 

No-one spoke, but I was led into a room where there was a man, who I knew instinctively was a pastor. He was asked for the keys, which he gave up to my guide, and then we continued down more passages, this time unlocking doors, which revealed rooms filled with more dirty, malnourished people. The pastor told us that he had been feeding them, but it was obvious that it was barely enough to keep them alive. They were on the verge of starvation, and had wounds and infections that I realized came from simple neglect – cuts and bites that had not been tended to and had become severely infected; broken limbs that had not been set, but had healed over, leaving the person crippled; emotional problems and depression that had gone unnoticed and led to madness or complete withdrawal.

I awoke abruptly with it all still so clear in my mind, and I immediately knew the meaning of it, although the Lord continued to reveal greater meaning later. In my dream, I was seeing the state of many in the Church today. Many pastors and leaders continue to feed their people the Word of God, which does keep them “alive” but in reality, it is not enough for them to grow on and become strong. Many are kept “locked” inside their local church, totally dependent on their pastor to feed and care for them spiritually. Others are allowed “outside” but still choose to stay close to what they are used to. Many are weak and ill because of small weaknesses and sins that were never addressed by the leaders. Because these were allowed to remain hidden, they gradually worsened and affected the whole individual.  Even though some had healthy bodies, because they had inner wounds or emotional problems that were never recognized or dealt with, their general condition worsened until they were in the same condition of disability. 

It was so clear to me that my guide was holding the “pastor” responsible, yet at the same time, I realized the Lord was telling me to judge myself also – to realize that I allow many of the people I am around all the time (family and friends that I love and care for) to continue to go through life with wounds, sores or sins that I KNOW (from the Word of God) will lead to decay and destruction. I take the “easy route” of keeping quiet and just “feeding” the easy, acceptable scriptures to my loved ones, because I know that if I address that sore spot or try to tend to that wound, they will scream and push me away! I most certainly must not JUDGE them, but on the other hand, because of what I KNOW of the Lord and the Word, I am responsible to share it with them. If I do not, then who will? 

I believe the time is very short and the Lord is holding every believer responsible, not just for our own lives, but also for having the “remedy” for the sickness of our loved ones and the world, yet not using it because we know it tastes bad sometimes! I repent and I ask God to forgive me and give me strength and boldness to help others learn how to be truly healed and grow strong and useful in God’s Kingdom.

2 Timothy 4:2 Amplified Bible 

Herald and preach the Word! Keep your sense of urgency [stand by, be at hand and ready], whether the opportunity seems to be favorable or unfavorable. [Whether it is convenient or inconvenient, whether it is welcome or unwelcome, you as preacher of the Word are to show people in what way their lives are wrong.] And convince them, rebuking and correcting, warning and urging and encouraging them, being unflagging and inexhaustible in patience and teaching.
