Exploring God's Word - Bible Study Guide

Introduction to Series

written by Shirley Davis
www.imofinc.org
2 Timothy 3:16-17 tells us: "All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work." (New Living Translation - NLT)
If we truly believe this passage, then surely as Christians, we should continually want to read and study the Bible so that we can learn the truth about what we hear and encounter on a daily basis, and so we can know how to do what is right and pleasing to God - and in this way we can genuinely serve Him and accomplish His purposes for our lives.
For some people, studying the Bible is not difficult - they may be able to attend an organized group bible study led by an accomplished teacher; make use of helpful books such as detailed study bibles and concordances; or have access to countless bible study courses through the Internet via their own computer or smart phone. But in many parts of the world, NONE of these ways are possible! In fact, there are still MANY Christians who do not even own a bible, yet are hungry to learn more of God's Word. But if you are such a person, do not worry - remember that in the days of the Early Church, two thousand years ago, many people had no access to written scriptures or had no formal schooling, yet Christianity spread quickly across the known world and many believers grew so strong in their faith that they experienced miracles and were even willing to die rather than give up their faith in Jesus Christ. 
Let's review the very basic foundations of our faith:


a) God, the Creator of the Universe, created mankind to fellowship with and have a PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP with each one of us. He loves each of us so much that He sent his own son, Jesus, to live, die and be raised from the dead, so that our sins would be forgiven and we could have that personal relationship restored. As Christians, we now have DIRECT ACCESS to our Heavenly Father - He knows our thoughts and our hearts and through PRAYER we can speak with Him and also hear from Him. Prayer is therefore incredibly powerful, and the more we get to know God as we study the Bible (His Word) the more we come to understand Him, and the better we are able to communicate with Him and feel his presence with us. 


b) The Bible is God's Word - written to teach and help us, as we read in the passage above. "ALL Scripture is inspired by God and is useful...." Therefore it is not sufficient to just read the Gospel and know a few stories from the Old Testament! There are 66 books altogether in the Bible and some books have dozens of chapters - Psalms has 150! So, to begin to study the Bible often seems a daunting task! One of the goals of this Bible Study Guide is to help us become more familiar with the Bible so that we can have a better idea of where to turn when we are seeking particular guidance or a particular story. Also God's Word has great power - the earth and all creation were formed from nothing, purely as a result of God speaking forth His anointed Word. Jesus came to the earth as "the Word made flesh". God's Word has the power to heal and set people free from spiritual torment. His Word brings us peace and hope in the midst of fear and chaos - and is the only weapon that will bring us victory over our enemy, the Devil. It is important that we learn how to USE God's Word!

c) Jesus told his disciples that he had to return to Heaven to prepare a place for us, but that he would send the Holy Spirit to empower us and be with us always as our guide and comforter. The disciples were full of fear and in hiding after Jesus left, but once they had received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit they quickly grew in boldness and understanding as they learned to trust and be led by the Holy Spirit every day. The Holy Spirit enabled them to obey Jesus' command to "Go into all the world and preach the Gospel". In John chapters 14-16 Jesus teaches us about the work of the Holy Spirit, which includes: "He will guide you into all truth..." No matter where we are in the world, we will at times hear teachings that appear to be biblical but maybe we are unsure about them. Rather than just turn to others for guidance, we should turn to the Holy Spirit and ask Him to guide us into the truth. He WILL do that, because that is part of his job! He will also remind us of what the Word says, so that we get scriptural confirmation, and through prayer God's Word and his Will are revealed to us and we grow in spiritual understanding and maturity.
500 years ago Martin Luther translated the Latin Bible into the language of the day in Germany (which quickly led to the first English translation). It was as he was doing it that he began to see that the traditional teaching of the Roman Catholic Church had strayed from the truth. The more he studied and prayed, questioning what he had always believed and been taught, the more he began to discover the truth through the Holy Spirit. It changed not only his life, but the Church as a whole! If we truly seek God's truth, He WILL reveal it to us! Even today, we can read testimonies from Christians who were formerly of other religions, such as Islam or Hinduism. Some had been given the task by their religious leaders of studying the Bible to criticize and refute it (proving it is wrong). They started the work completely convinced they would prove the Bible to be incorrect, only to find, as they sought the truth, that instead they recognized it IS the truth, and as a result they accepted Christ.
In this series of Bible Study Guides, we want to simply give an overview of each book or section of the Bible, breaking it down into small passages that can easily be read and considered one by one. We refrain from making any commentaries, other than stating the key points of the passage and adding simple definitions or factual information to make clarification. In this way, as the Bible passages are read and understanding sought through prayer and enlightenment from the Holy Spirit, the student will receive understanding and knowledge of the truth directly from God. In addition, the notes can be referred to later to help locate specific passages.

The guides can be printed out and easily photocopied to enable distribution to those wanting to study in groups. We hope to translate the guides into other languages, and recognize that many different versions of the Bible might be used, so there may occasionally be a difference in understanding of a particular word or verse. However, since the purpose of the bible study is for individuals to seek understanding through prayer and the Holy Spirit, we trust that the Lord will bring revelation of his Word to all who seek it.

May God richly bless you in your search for the Truth!
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