Special fact sheet on the plight of girl children around the world
(Compiled by Shirley Davis August 7th 2010 and intended for adult reading only)
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International Girl-Child Day by Cassandra Clifford 

http://children.foreignpolicyblogs.com/2008/09/24/international-girl-child-day/
Around the world millions upon millions of girls continue to remain marginalized. September 24th, International Girl Child Day, looks to bring light to the issues and awareness to the plight of girls across the globe. The fight for equality is far from new, and while historical battles have been fought and won across the globe, they are far from over. Around the globe the girl-child suffers needlessly, as daily struggles are increased by the relentless hold of history and cultural taboos. These battles for gender equality are compounded by the bureaucratic process of governments and politics.
 

Gender Inequality Facts: 
- An estimated 39 million women and girls are "missing" in India alone due to infanticide and sex-selective abortions.
- More than 130 million girls and women alive today have undergone female genital mutilation, mainly in Africa and some Middle Eastern countries. 
- Of the estimated 500,000 to 2 million persons trafficked each year, the majority is females.
- 62 million of the 115 million children in the world who are not in school are girls.

*Sources: United Nations Development Fund for Women, “Violence Against Women — Facts and Figures”; UNICEF, “Basic Education and Gender Equality
Undocumented children 

(Unicef) report, ‘The State of the World's Children 2006: Excluded and Invisible’ said millions of children disappear from view when trafficked or forced to work in domestic servitude, which makes them invisible. Other children, such as street children, live in plain sight but are excluded from fundamental services and protections. Not only do these children endure abuse, but most are also shut out from schools, health care and other vital services they so desperately need to grow and thrive. The Unicef report marks the 60th year of the organisation's existence. It is a sweeping assessment of the world's most vulnerable children, the ones who are invisible in everything: from public debate and legislation to statistics and news stories. The report argues that children in four types of circumstances are most likely to become invisible and forgotten: those without a formal identity, those without parental care, those in adult roles and those who are exploited. 

Every year, more than half of all births in the developing world (excluding China) go unregistered, denying more than 50-million children a basic birthright: recognition as a citizen. Children who are not registered at birth do not appear in official statistics and are not acknowledged as members of their society. Simply put: children who do not have a formal identity are not counted, and they are not taken into account. 

[Shirley’s note - A great many of these unregistered births occur in India, China and other countries where a girl child is considered a burden if not an actual curse. When I lived in East Jerusalem over 30 years ago, a Muslim male nurse at the hospital was under great pressure to divorce his wife because she had only borne him five daughters – fortunately the sixth baby was a boy! When Arab men were asked how many children they had, they only told of the number of sons, never mentioning daughters. There is no doubt that a large proportion of unregistered births around the world are those of baby girls.]

Female infanticide and foeticide
http://www.gendercide.org/case_infanticide.html 
The phenomenon of female infanticide is as old as many cultures, and has likely accounted for millions of gender-selective deaths throughout history. It remains a critical concern in a number of "Third World" countries today, notably the two most populous countries on earth, China and India. In all cases, specifically female infanticide reflects the low status accorded to women in most parts of the world. It is closely linked to the phenomena of sex-selective abortion, which targets female fetuses almost exclusively, and neglect of girl children…. Historically female infanticide was common: “…in eighty-four societies spanning the Renaissance to our time, "defective" children have been killed in one-third of them. In India, for example, because of Hindu beliefs and the rigid caste system, young girls were murdered as a matter of course. When demographic statistics were first collected in the nineteenth century, it was discovered that in "some villages, no girl babies were found at all; in a total of thirty others, there were 343 boys to 54 girls. ... In Bombay, the number of girls alive in 1834 was 603." (Rummel, Death by Government, pp. 65-66.)
As John-Thor Dahlburg points out, "in rural India, the centuries-old practice of female infanticide can still be considered a wise course of action." (Dahlburg, "Where killing baby girls 'is no big sin'," The Los Angeles Times [in The Toronto Star, February 28, 1994.]) In the nearly 300 poor hamlets of the Usilampatti area of Tamil Nadu [state], as many as 196 girls died under suspicious circumstances [in 1993] ... Some were fed dry, unhulled rice that punctured their windpipes, or were made to swallow poisonous powdered fertilizer. Others were smothered with a wet towel, strangled or allowed to starve to death."
Dr P.P. Job’s ministry http://www.drjobsmission.com/ reports:

In India, of the more than 5 million abortions performed each year in government hospitals alone, MOST are of baby girls. When a baby boy is born everyone celebrates but when the baby is a girl, everyone wails. When poor families bring sick children to the clinic to see a doctor, often they only ask help for the boys, and they refuse help for the sick girls saying they cannot afford it and the daughters are not worth it! In some parts of India still, the dowry system requires that large sums of money be given with the bride, and so many families would prefer it if the daughters did not make it to marrying age. Dr Job goes on to tell the story of one little girl in his orphanage who was discovered as a newborn, buried up to the neck in the ground. Other Indian missionaries report that often Hindu girl babies are thrown in the river, poisoned or abandoned in the jungle. 
http://www.sikhspectrum.com/052006/foeticide.htm states: 

According to the UNICEF, 40 to 50 million girls have gone missing from Indian population since 1901 as a result of systematic gender discrimination in India. As per consensus 2001, the child ratio in Punjab is 793 girls to 1000 boys. This is the lowest child ratio in the country (the average being 927 girls to 1000 boys) and as compared to 1991 consensus it shows a decline of 82 points. India tops the list as far as illegal abortion and female foeticide are concerned. Of the 15 million illegal abortions carried out in the world in 1997, India accounted for 4 million, 90% of which were intended to eliminate the girl child.
 
http://www.gendercide.org/case_infanticide.html
"A tradition of infanticide and abandonment, especially of females, existed in China before the foundation of the People's Republic in 1949," note Zeng et al.. ("Causes and Implications," p. 294.) According to Zeng et al., "The practice was largely forsaken in the 1950s, 1960s, and 1970s." ….But the number of "missing" women showed a sharp upward trend in the 1980s, linked by almost all scholars to the "one-child policy" introduced by the Chinese government in 1979 to control spiralling population growth. Couples are penalized by wage-cuts and reduced access to social services when children are born "outside the plan." …In September 1997, the World Health Organization's Regional Committee for the Western Pacific issued a report claiming that "more than 50 million women were estimated to be 'missing' in China because of the institutionalized killing and neglect of girls due to Beijing's population control program that limits parents to one child." In 1999, Jonathan Manthorpe reported a study by the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, claiming that "the imbalance between the sexes is now so distorted that there are 111 million men in China -- more than three times the population of Canada -- who will not be able to find a wife." As a result, the kidnapping and slave-trading of women has increased.
Education
UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan released a report called 'We the Children: Meeting the Promises of the World Summit for Children' 5 May 2002
Out of every 100 children in the world:

18 of the children never go to school and of these, 11 are girls. 
17 children never learn how to read and of these, 11 are girls. 

Here are just a few reasons why:

- http://meero.worldvision.org/ reports:
Addressing gender equality is crucial in breaking the poverty trap for Europe's largest minority the Roma. Less education, fewer qualifications, less access to paid employment, Roma cultural expectations such as early marriage all combine to ensure Roma women and girls remain the poorest of the poor. Roma or gypsy children "seldom attend school" and when they do they are "treated as something of a curiosity," said a recent report by the Albanian government's Task Force on Education. Poor and marginalised, the Roma marry young, have little or no education and few saleable skills. A lack of money for clothing and books keeps up to 90% of Roma children out of school in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
- World Vision also has a short video showing why it is very common in Afghanistan for girls (as young as 7 years old!) to be sold into marriage so their family can buy food and pay debts. The situation is worsening daily due to severe weather and droughts affecting especially the rural communities. Early marriage denies young girls education even in places where it is now available, and because men often have multiple wives, the newer, younger brides are frequently abused and their lives made intolerable, even resulting in suicide.

- Dr P.P. Job’s ministry http://www.drjobsmission.com/ reports:

In India the education of girls is often considered a waste of money since they will stay home to care for the family most of her life and 90% of poor families in India do not educate their daughters.

- In many other developing countries the situation is almost as bad, for example in Burkina Faso in West Africa only 9% of women over the age of 15 can read and write.
Exploited child labor

http://www.ilo.org/global/About_the_ILO/Media_and_public_information/Press_releases/lang--en/WCMS_005207/index.htm  (2004)

While acknowledging the difficulty of providing precise figures for the number of domestic child labourers worldwide, the report says that they comprise a substantial portion of the more than 200 million children working in the world today. The report cites numerous country estimates, including studies showing that 700,000 children are to be found in domestic labour in Indonesia, 559,000 in Brazil, 250,000 in Haiti, 264,000 in Pakistan, 200,000 in Kenya and 100,000 in Sri Lanka. 70 per cent of children employed "by other households" in Morocco were under 12. In countries like Brazil, Guatemala and Costa Rica, more than 90 per cent of children working in domestic service are girls.

 
The (Unicef) report, ‘The State of the World's Children 2006: Excluded and Invisible’ includes the fact that an estimated 171 million children around the world are working in hazardous conditions with dangerous machinery. Among the most invisible are children who are exploited. They are shut away by their abusers and held back from school and essential services. Their lives and numbers are virtually impossible to track. About 8.4 million children work in the worst forms of child labour, including prostitution and debt bondage, where children are exploited in slave-like conditions to pay off a debt. Nearly two million children are used in the commercial sex trade, where they routinely face sexual and physical violence. And a vast but unknown number of children are exploited as domestic servants in private homes. 

Millions of girls around the world are forced to work long hours as domestic help in homes of relatives or strangers. Often abused violently, poorly fed and not allowed out of the home, they are confused and frightened and have no-one to turn to for help. Often parents sell their daughters as young as 6 years of age to pay bills and ensure a better future for their sons. In some places such as Brazil and Cambodia, parents sell their daughters into the sex trade – even at such a young age as 5 years old! They are frequently drugged while they “work” and one report found that there are possibly as many as 30,000 girls under the age of 18 involved in the sex trade in Phnom Penh alone! There are groups and shelters that rescue some of these girls but they have been terribly harmed and scarred psychologically and many are HIV positive. (Figures from http://www.cnn.com/2007/WORLD/asiapcf/01/23/sex.workers/index.html)
Child soldiers
www.dawn.com states:

Save the Children reports that often armed rebel groups abduct children as young as the age of 8 years old to live with and serve the soldiers. About 40% are estimated to be girls and while some are actually forced to fight, most serve as cooks or cleaners, or as sexual partners. In the Democratic Republic of Congo in Africa where there was a deadly war from 1998-2004, all groups involved used child soldiers and many young girls were forced to live with the soldiers. Even after the war, when these poor young girls were returned home, they were frequently rejected by their familes and considered violent or dirty, rather than welcomed home and helped. There are presently child soldiers used in illegal armed groups in many places including Colombia, Africa, Pakistan, Afghanistan and Myanmar (Burma). It is estimated that hundreds of thousands of children are caught up in armed conflict as combatants, messengers, porters, cooks and sex slaves for armed groups. In many cases, they have been forcibly abducted. 

