Outline of the Gospel of John
written by Shirley Davis

This was written by John, the disciple and close friend of Jesus, probably towards the end of the first century. It is often considered to be the most spiritual of the four gospels. In it, Jesus teaches us especially about the relationship between Jesus, God and the Holy Spirit, and our relationship with them all:

a) God is spoken of as Father more than 100 times in this book.


b) There is special focus on Jesus as our Savior - John 3:14-21, and more than half of the book is devoted to the teachings and events of the last few weeks of his earthly life.

c) Jesus gives very specific teaching to his followers and clear details about the Holy Spirit John chapters 12-17.

The book recounts 8 miracles of Jesus - 6 of which do not appear in any other gospel, and throughout the book there is particular emphasis on faith and eternal life. 

For these reasons the Gospel of John is often considered to be an essential guidebook to be studied by every follower of Jesus. A suggested memory verse from the NIV translation is given for each chapter.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
John 1:14 "The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us" 
v.1-5

Jesus as the Word, Life and Light eternally

v. 6-9

The purpose of John the Baptist as a witness to the Light (Jesus)

v.10-13

All those who receive Him are given the right to become children of God

v.14

The Word became flesh and John testifies about that

v.15-28

John the Baptist testifies about Jesus
v.29-34

Jesus is baptized by John who testifies that he saw the Holy Spirit descending on Jesus

v.35-51

Jesus calls his first disciples

Chapter 2
John 2:11 "What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he 


revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him"
v.1-11

Jesus' first miracle at the wedding in Cana 


(note - only Jesus' mother had any faith in him, the servants only obeyed because they had to, but 


probably thought he was crazy! Each pot held 20-30 gallons so took a long time to fill from the well!)

v.12-17

Jesus clears the temple in Jerusalem (imagine the shock and outrage!)
v.18

The Jews demand a sign to prove his authority to do it

v.19-25

Jesus predicts his death and resurrection - in other words the proof would come much later, but he 


continues to perform miracles which lead to many people believing in him

Chapter 3
John 3:18 "Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 


condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son"
v.1-21

Nicodemus comes to Jesus by night to understand more, and is taught about being born again.


Key salvation scriptures are v.16-18 - we judge ourselves by NOT believing in Christ
v.22-30

Jesus' disciples also baptize, and some of John the Baptist's disciples become jealous. John the 



Baptist teaches about recognizing our own calling, and also rejoicing in how God uses others

v.31-36

Testimony of Jesus being sent from God and being above all others

Chapter 4
John 4:24 "God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth"
v.1-8

At a well in Samaria, Jesus asks for water from a Samaritan woman - against the culture and Jewish 


laws. (Jesus reaches across every barrier to show his love for someone - she was a woman, the wrong 


race, the wrong religion, an adulterer and infamous in the town.) Jesus would have been considered 


"unclean" because of it, but none of this mattered to him - He just saw a woman who was lost
v.9-15

Jesus immediately turns the conversation to talk about salvation and eternal life, and the woman shows 


interest even though she does not understand what he is really talking about
v.16-18

Jesus confronts the woman with the knowledge of her sinful living situation (he's not afraid of 



embarrassing or upsetting her!)

v.19-20

She does not deny it or run away but instead recognizes he is a prophet, and immediately is eager to talk 


about her confusion regarding where to worship

v.21-25

Jesus explains to her about true worship, and she reveals that in spite of her sinful life she believes in the 


coming Messiah

v.26

Jesus reveals he is the Messiah

v.27-33

The woman believes him and leaves to tell everyone in town about the Messiah being there. The 



disciples return and are still only focused on the food they have brought him

v.34-38

Jesus reminds the disciples that the priority is to save souls

v.39-42

Many Samaritans come to hear Jesus' message and urge him to remain there for two days, after which 


many more also believe

v.43-46

Jesus returns to Galilee where this time he is well-received
v.47-49

A royal official comes to beg Jesus to cure his dying son.

v.50-54

The official puts his trust in Jesus' word and even before he reaches home he is told his son has 



recovered - leading to his whole household trusting in Jesus.
Chapter 5 
John 5:20 "For the Father loves the Son and shows him all he does. Yes, and he will show him 


even greater works than these, so that you will be amazed"
v.1-9

Jesus heals the paralyzed man at the Pool of Bethesda in Jerusalem
v.10-15

The Jews complain because Jesus healed the man on the Sabbath

v.16-18

Jesus calls God his "Father" and explains that God is always at work - this angers the Jews who begin to 


try to kill him

v.19-30

Jesus goes on to explain his relationship with his Father, and about those who believe

v.31-47

Jesus tells of the testimonies about himself - from John the Baptist; through his own works; the scriptures

Chapter 6 
John 6:40 "For my Father’s will is that everyone who looks to the Son and believes in him shall 


have eternal life, and I will raise them up at the last day" 
v.1-15

The miracle of the loaves and fishes feeding 5,000 (plus women and children)
v.16-21

Jesus walks on water to join the disciples crossing the lake

v.22-27

The crowd follows Jesus to the synagogue in Capernaum and has lots of questions

v.28-29

Key question - "What must we do to do the works God requires?"



Jesus' answer - "The work of God is this - to believe in the one He has sent."
v.30-59

The crowd asks for miraculous signs such as manna from heaven. Jesus says he is the bread of life

v.60-71

Many followers of Jesus leave because they do not understand his words. Jesus asks the disciples if they 

will also leave, but Peter replies: "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life." (v.68)


If we are to follow Jesus, we must have FAITH and trust what he says even if we don't understand!



Jesus declares that one of his twelve disciples is of the devil

Chapter 7
John 7:38 "Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers of living water will flow from 


within them"
v.1-13

Jesus goes to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles even though he knows the Jews want to kill him
v.14-24

Jesus teaches in the temple courts saying that they are allowed to circumcise a child on the Sabbath so 


why can he not heal the body on the Sabbath?  

v.25-31

The crowd argues as to whether or not Jesus is the Christ. Many believe but some try to seize him

v.32-44

The temple guards are sent to arrest Jesus but Jesus continues to teach

v.45-53

The Pharisees ask why the guards did not arrest him, they reply that they have never heard anyone 


speak like him before. Nicodemus speaks up for Jesus

Chapter 8
John 8:12 "When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever 


follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life"
v.1-11

The Pharisees bring a woman caught in adultery for Jesus to judge in the temple courts. He says only 


anyone who is without sin can cast the first stone to punish her. No-one does
v.12-20

The Pharisees question Jesus' authority
v.21-30

Jesus starts to talk about his death and resurrection although they do not understand him

v.31-47

Jesus teaches about being children of Abraham or children of the Devil

v.48-59

They argue with Jesus and even try to stone him, but he gets away because his time has not yet come

Chapter 9
John 9:3 "Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the 


works of God might be displayed in him"
v.1-12

Jesus heals the man who was blind from birth using mud

v.13-34

The Pharisees question the man who had been blind, and they question his parents, but still the healed 


man continues to give glory to God and Jesus because although he doesn't understand it all he knows he 

was healed! (Sometimes our knowledge and understanding prevent us from believing in a miracle!)

v.35-41

Jesus goes to find the healed man and reveals himself to him, the man worships him

Chapter 10
John 10:11 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep"
v.1-21

Jesus explains that he is the Good Shepherd although many others are deceivers
v.22-42

The Jews again confront Jesus in the temple at the Feast of Dedication (Hannukah). They try to stone 


him again, but this time not for doing miracles but for blasphemy, saying he is God's son. Again Jesus 


escapes from them, and many people believe in him

Chapter 11
John 11:40 " Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?"
v.1-16

Lazarus gets sick and dies. Jesus, after waiting a couple of days, leaves to go to Bethany to see him. 


The disciples know it is dangerous but decide to go with Jesus

v.17-37

Lazarus has been in the tomb for four days by the time Jesus arrives, so everyone is gathered to mourn.



Both Martha and Mary tell Jesus that he could have saved Lazarus

v.38-44

Jesus explains that this has happened to show the glory of God. He calls for the tomb to be opened and 


then calls Lazarus to come out. Lazarus comes out alive but is still wrapped in the grave cloths
v.45-57

Many people witness the raising of Lazarus from the dead and some even go tell the Pharisees. They feel



their power is threatened, so Caiaphas the chief priest declares it would be best for Jesus to die so the 


nation can be saved. From that day on they plot to take his life

Chapter 12
John 12:24 "Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains 


only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds"
v.1-6

Jesus visits Lazarus and his sisters again in Bethany six days before Passover. At dinner, Mary anoints 


Jesus' feet with expensive perfume and wipes them with her hair. Judas complains that it was a waste of 


money. (Note that v.6 says he really only cared about the money and was stealing from the funds, even 


though he had been entrusted with the job of keeping the funds for Jesus and all the others)
v.7-8

Jesus defends Mary, saying that she is preparing him for burial

v.9-11

A large crowd comes to see Jesus and Lazarus who was famous for being raised from the dead, and 


many put their trust in Jesus. So the chief priests plan to kill Lazarus as well as Jesus

v.12-16

Jesus enters Jerusalem on a donkey and is welcomed by a great crowd shouting Hosanna

v.17-22

The crowd who witnessed Jesus raising Lazarus from the dead continues to tell about Jesus and the 


Pharisees panic that everyone is following Jesus. Even Jews from Greece who have come to celebrate 


Passover want to see Jesus
v.23-36

Jesus predicts his death and a voice speaks from heaven

v.37-50

Many Jews still do not believe, although some (even among the leaders) do believe but are afraid to 


confess their belief, knowing they will be put out of the synagogue. Jesus teaches about judgment and 


how those that reject his words will be condemned by those words

Chapter 13
John 13:17 "Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them"
v.1-12

Jesus washes the disciples' feet after their meal together, even though he knows Judas will betray him
v.13-17

Jesus explains he has done this as an example of how even leaders should be servants to one another

v.18-30

Jesus tells the disciples clearly that one of them will betray him, and then points out Judas but still no-one 

realizes he is the one

v.31-38

Jesus gives his disciples a new commandment to love one another, and in this way, everyone will know 


they are his disciples. Jesus predicts Peter will deny him three times before the rooster crows

Chapter 14
John 14:6 "Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 


except through me" 
v.1-14

Jesus tells the disciples he's going away to prepare a place for them in his Father's house but will return 


for them; he explains about his relationship with the Father - if we know Jesus, we will know the Father
v.15-31

Jesus promises that the Holy Spirit will come to help and guide his followers as Jesus himself must go 


away. He reassures his disciples not to be troubled as he is preparing them for that time; also that he will 


come back again. He gives some teaching on the work of the Holy Spirit
Chapter 15
John 15:12 "My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you"
v.1-8

Jesus teaches that he is the vine and we are the branches, and that we should produce much fruit

v.9-17

Jesus teaches about love and says that if we obey him he will call us friends rather than servants

v.18-27

Jesus warns that the world will hate and persecute us also, but we should continue to testify about him
Chapter 16
John 16:33 "I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will 


have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world"
v.1-4

Jesus tells his followers to be prepared to be persecuted and even killed

v.5-16

More teaching about the work of the Holy Spirit - he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin, 



righteousness and judgment; he will guide us into truth and tell us of things to come; he will make known 


to us the things of God

v.17-33

The disciples still do not understand, and Jesus explains they will be full of grief when he goes away, but 


after a while this will turn to joy when they see him again. Jesus explains more about what lies ahead 

Chapter 17
John 17:21 " that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they 


also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me"
v.1-5

Jesus prays for himself and that he will bring more glory to the Father

v.6-19

Jesus prays for his disciples - not that they would be taken out of the world but that God would continue 


to protect them from the evil one 

v.20-26

Jesus prays for all believers that they would be in complete unity as testimony of God's love in Jesus

Chapter 18
John 18:37 "....Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. In fact, the reason I was born and came 


into the world is to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me"
v.1-11

Judas brings soldiers and religious officials to arrest Jesus in an olive grove (Gethsemane). Jesus asks 


for his disciples to be let go

v.12-27

Jesus is taken to the High Priest Caiaphas where he answers the questions by saying he 
has always 


taught openly. He is struck in the face by an official. One of the disciples goes in to watch but Peter 


denies being a disciple of Jesus 3 times
v.28-32

Jesus is taken to the Roman governor, Pontius Pilate, who tells the Jews to judge him themselves. But 


they want to execute Jesus but do not have the authority, so insist on Pilate giving the judgment

v.33-40

Pilate questions Jesus asking if he is king of the Jews. Jesus replies that he is a king, but his kingdom is 


in another place. He says he came into this world to testify to the truth. Pilate questions what is truth? He 


tells the crowd he can find no basis for charges against Jesus and offers to set him free for the Passover, 


but the crowd demands Barabbas to be freed instead

Chapter 19
John 19:11 "Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from 


above. Therefore the one who handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin"
v.1-7

Pilate has Jesus whipped; the soldiers put a robe and crown of thorns on him and mock him. Pilate again 


tells the crowd he can find no charge against Jesus. The Jews insist he must die as he claimed to be the 


Son of God.

v.8-16

Pilate is afraid and questions Jesus further, trying to find a way to set Jesus free. But the crowd shouts 


repeatedly to crucify Jesus, so Pilate hands Jesus over to the soldiers to be crucified 
v.17-27

Jesus carries his own cross outside the city to Golgotha where he is crucified between two thieves. Pilate 


orders a notice be placed over Jesus saying "Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews" although the chief 


priests object. The soldiers cast lots for Jesus' robe. Jesus' mother and other women are at the foot of the 

cross and Jesus tells his closest disciple (John) to care for his mother Mary.

v.28-37

Jesus thirsts and then says "It is finished" as he gives up his spirit and dies. A soldier pierces Jesus' side 


with a spear, which proves he is already dead and does not need to have his legs broken (done to hasten 

death)
v.38-42

Joseph of Arimathea asks Pilate for Jesus' body and with Nicodemus' help, he wraps Jesus' body in 


burial cloths and 75 pounds of spices in accordance with Jewish custom. They place Jesus' body in a 


brand new tomb in a garden near the crucifixion site

Chapter 20
John 20:29 "Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are 


those who have not seen and yet have believed
v.1-9

Mary Magdalene finds the stone rolled away from the tomb and runs to tell Peter and John, who return to 


the tomb. They find the grave cloths but not Jesus' body, but don't understand that Jesus has risen from 


the dead
v.10-18

The disciples return home but Mary Magdalene remains crying. Inside the tomb she sees two angels. 


Then she sees what she thinks is the gardener and asks where he has put Jesus' body. But it is Jesus 


and he speaks to her. She does what he says and goes to tell all the disciples

v.19-23

Later that evening Jesus appears to the disciples inside the room where they have the doors locked for 


fear of the Jews. Jesus shows them his hands and side and speaks with them. They are overjoyed. He 


tells them to receive the Holy Spirit and to forgive people their sins

v.24-31

Thomas is not there and when he is told about it by the other disciples, he refuses to believe it unless 


he can touch Jesus' body himself. A week later, Thomas is with them all again inside the locked room 


when Jesus appears to them a second time. Jesus tells Thomas to touch his body and stop doubting. 


Jesus did many other miracles in the presence of his disciples
Chapter 21
John 21:25 "Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I 


suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written"
v.1-14

Later, some of his disciples are fishing in the Sea of Galilee but they catch nothing all night. Then Jesus 


appears on the shore and tells them to fish from the other side of the boat. When they do, they catch a 


huge load of fish (153) and John recognizes Jesus. Jesus has a fire ready for them to cook the fish and 


he gives them bread to eat with it

v.15-25

Jesus asks Peter 3 times if he loves him and tells him to feed his lambs and sheep. Then he tells him that 

when he is old he will be a prisoner. Peter asks Jesus about John's future but Jesus tells him it's none of 


his business. John declares this testimony is true as he himself has written it down.
