Outline of the Gospel of Matthew

written by Shirley Davis

This was written by Matthew, also called Levi, one of the 12 disciples, who was a tax collector before following Jesus. It was written primarily to the Jews, and focuses on showing that Jesus of Nazareth was the Messiah prophesied by the Jewish scriptures:

a) it includes about 60 references to Jewish prophecies and 40 quotations from the Old Testament


b) it gives the complete genealogy of Jesus Christ from Abraham to Joseph, husband of Mary (Matthew 1:1-17) 


c) it has a complete account of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) and recounts many parables, 11 of which are found only in this gospel.

Because it narrates a variety of stories of Jesus, including many miracles, sermons and parables, it is a very "easy-to-read" book and gives a clear picture of Jesus' life and ministry on earth. A suggested memory verse from the NIV translation is given for each chapter.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
Matthew 1:23 “The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel” 


(which means “God with us”)
v.1-17
  
Genealogy of Christ - from Abraham to Joseph, husband of Mary. It is broken down into three sections of 


14 generations highlighting the three main eras of Jewish history (the patriarchs; the Kingdom of Israel 


and exile; and the return to Israel)
v.18-25

The Lord appears to Joseph in a dream to confirm he should marry Mary and be father to the holy child 


Jesus 

Chapter 2
Matthew 2:11 On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed 


down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 


frankincense and myrrh
v.1-12

The wise men follow the star and ask Herod about the new king. They find Jesus in Bethlehem and give 


him gifts, and then return home another way
v.13-15

Joseph is warned in a dream to flee to Egypt with Mary and Jesus

v.16-18

Herod orders the killing of all baby boys under 2 years old in Bethlehem

v.19-25

After Herod's death, Joseph is told in another dream to return to Israel and goes back to Nazareth

Chapter 3
Matthew 3:2 ...and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”
v.1-6

John the Baptist preaches repentance in the desert and baptizes many in the River Jordan
v.7-12

He warns the religious leaders and foretells the coming of one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit

v.13-17

The baptism of Jesus. The Spirit of God descends upon him

Chapter 4
Matthew 4:10 Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: "Worship the Lord your 


God, and serve him only."
v.1-11

Jesus is tempted by Satan in the wilderness
v.12-22

Jesus begins his ministry in Galilee and calls the first disciples (Simon Peter, Andrew, James and John)

v.23-25

He travels throughout Galilee teaching and healing many sick. His fame spreads quickly

Chapter 5
Matthew 5:16 "In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good 


deeds and glorify your Father in heaven."

v.1-12

Jesus begins teaching the Sermon on the Mount with the Beatitudes

v.13-16

Jesus teaches we are salt and light to the world

v.17-20

He explains he has come to fulfill the Law and the Prophets

v.21-32

He teaches that we will be judged for holding hatred and impure thoughts in our hearts, just as if we had 


committed the actions, and we should repent quickly

v.33-37

We should not swear oaths but speak clearly and mean what we say

v.38-48

We should give to those who ask us and love not just our neighbors but even our enemies

Chapter 6 
Matthew 6:33  "But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be 


given to you as well"
v.1-8

Giving and praying is best done in private

v.9-13

The Lord's Prayer

v.14-18

Teaching on forgiveness and fasting

v.19-24

Storing up treasures in Heaven - we cannot serve both God and money
v.25-34

Do not worry about food or clothes - we are more valuable than the birds God feeds and cares for

Chapter 7
Matthew 7:12 "So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you, for this sums 


up the Law and the Prophets"

v.1-6

Do not judge others

v.7-12

Ask, seek and knock for you can trust your Heavenly Father to answer you

v.13-23

Watch out for false prophets and those who would lead us astray - they are known by their fruits

v.24-29

The parable of the wise and foolish builders  
Chapter 8
Matthew 8:27 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds and 


the waves obey him!”
v.1-4

Jesus heals a man with leprosy who comes to him in faith

v.5-13

The Centurion's servant is healed because of his master's faith in Jesus' word

v.14-17

Jesus heals many including Peter's mother-in-law

v.18-27

Jesus and his disciples are in a boat caught in a storm - Jesus calms the storm

v.28-34

Jesus delivers two men from demons, which are cast out and into a herd of pigs

Chapter 9
Matthew 9:37-38  Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 


Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 

v.1-8

Jesus heals a paralyzed man but Jewish teachers of the law call it blasphemy

v.9-17

Jesus calls Matthew the tax collector to be his disciple and dines in his home

v.18-26

Jesus raises Jairus' daughter from the dead, and also heals a woman bleeding for 12 years

v.27-38

He travels through towns and villages, and heals many including some who are blind and dumb
Chapter 10
Matthew 10:28 "Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather, be 


afraid of the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell"

v.1-4

The names of Jesus' 12 disciples, whom he sends out with authority to heal and drive out demons

v.5-16

Jesus instructs them to go only to the Jewish people at that time

v.17-23

He warns them they will be hated and persecuted for his sake but the Holy Spirit will be with them

v.24-33

He encourages them not to fear because the truth will be revealed and all who acknowledge Jesus, he 


will acknowledge before God 

v.34-42

He warns that there will be division because of him, but all who follow Jesus will be rewarded
Chapter 11
Matthew 11:28 
"Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest"
v.1-19

Jesus explains about John the Baptist and his special ministry

v.20-24

Jesus warns those cities where he performed miracles yet the people did not repent

v.25-30

He calls all who are weary and burdened to come to him

Chapter 12
Matthew 12:36 "But I tell you that everyone will have to give account on the day of judgment for 


every empty word they have spoken"
v.1-8

Jesus and his disciples pick and eat grain on the Sabbath and are accused of being unlawful

v.9-14

Then he heals a man with a shriveled hand, and explains it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath

v.15-21

Reminder of the prophecy about Jesus in Isaiah 42:1-4

v.22-24

Jesus heals a blind dumb man, and is accused of working with Satan

v.25-37

Jesus teaches about Satan and blasphemy, and how to tell good from evil

v.38-42

He warns about those who seek miraculous signs

v.43--50
He teaches about casting out evil spirits, and that those who do God's will are his brothers and sisters

Chapter 13
Matthew 13:19 "When anyone hears the message about the kingdom and does not understand it, 


the evil one comes and snatches away what was sown in their heart..."
v.1-17

Jesus teaches the people in parables starting with the Parable of the Sower

v.18-23

The explanation of the Parable of the Sower

v.24-30

The Parable of the Weeds - where the wheat and weeds are allowed to grow together until harvest

v.31-35

Parables of the Kingdom of Heaven - like mustard seed and yeast

v.36-43

He explains the Parable of the Weeds to his disciples

v.44-52

3 more short parables about the Kingdom of Heaven

v.53-58

Jesus teaches in Nazareth but cannot do many miracles there because the people lack faith in him

Chapter 14
Matthew 14:14 When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them and 


healed their sick
v.1-12

John the Baptist is killed by Herod

v.13-21

Jesus feeds 5,000 men, plus women and children, with 5 loaves and 2 fish

v.22-36

Jesus walks on water

Chapter 15
Matthew 15:11 "What goes into someone’s mouth does not defile them, but what comes out of 


their mouth, that is what defiles them"
v.1-20

Jesus teaches on Jewish traditions and explains what is clean and what is unclean

v.21-28

Jesus goes to Tyre and Sidon and is met by a Canaanite woman who begs for her daughter to be healed

v.29-39

He returns to the Sea of Galilee and heals many before miraculously feeding 4,000 with 7 loaves and fish

Chapter 16
Matthew 16:26 "What good will it be for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? Or 

what can anyone give in exchange for their soul?"

v.1-12

Jesus warns his disciples of the "yeast" or trouble-making of the Pharisees and Sadducees

v.13-20

Simon Peter declares that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God

v.21-28

Jesus predicts his death and his Second Coming

Chapter 17
Matthew 17:20 
He replied, “Because you have so little faith. Truly I tell you, if you have faith as 


small as a mustard seed, you can say to this mountain, ‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move. 

Nothing will be impossible for you.”
v.1-13

The Transfiguration - Jesus meets with Moses and Elijah on the mountain, witnessed by Peter, James 


and John

v.14-21

Jesus heals a boy with a demon spirit

v.22-23

Jesus tells his disciples that he will be betrayed, be killed and be raised again on the third day

v.24-27

Jesus talks about paying taxes and tells Peter he will catch a fish with a coin in its mouth to pay the tax

Chapter 18
Matthew 18:20 
"For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them"
v.1-9

Jesus teaches about children and warns those who lead others astray, as they will be severely punished

v.10-14

The Parable of the Lost Sheep

v.15-20

Jesus teaches on how to treat a brother who sins against us

v.21-35

The Parable of the Unmerciful Servant which teaches about forgiveness and the Kingdom of Heaven

Chapter 19
Matthew 19:26 Jesus looked at them and said, “With man this is impossible, but with God all 


things are possible"
v.1-12

Jesus teaches on divorce

v.13-15

Little children are brought to Jesus and he blesses them
v.16-24

The rich young ruler talks with Jesus but then goes away sad

v.25-30

Jesus explains how we must be prepared even to lose everything including family if we want to follow 


Jesus, but  he will reward us and we will also have eternal life 

Chapter 20
Matthew 20:26 "Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be 


your servant"

v.1-16

The Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard

v.17-28

Jesus again predicts his death and resurrection, and when the mother of James and John asks for them 


to have special places in the Kingdom, Jesus explains that true greatness means serving others 
v.29-34

Two blind men cry out to Jesus and receive healing

Chapter 21
Matthew 21:43 "Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and 


given to a people who will produce its fruit"

v.1-11

Jesus rides into Jerusalem on a donkey and is greeted by the people waving and shouting Hosanna
v.12-17

Jesus enters the temple, overturns the tables of the money-changers, then heals many people

v.18-22

He curses the fig tree which immediately withers and dies, and he explains about faith and prayer

v.23-27

Jesus teaches again in the temple but his authority is questioned by the chief priests and elders

v.28-32

Jesus tells the Parable of the Two Sons and teaches on repentance

v.33-46

Jesus tells the Parable of the Tenants warning the religious leaders, and they seek a way
to arrest him

Chapter 22
Matthew 22:37 Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 


and with all your mind'"
v.1-14

The Parable of the Wedding Banquet, where "many are invited but few are chosen" (v.14)

v.15-22

Again the Pharisees try to trap Jesus by asking him about paying Roman taxes

v.23-33

Then the Sadducees try to trap him by asking about the resurrection even though they do not believe in it
v.34-46

Then the Pharisees return to ask Jesus about the greatest commandment and the Christ, but they cannot 

dispute his answers

Chapter 23
Matthew 23:12 "For those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 



themselves will be exalted"
v.1-12

Jesus warns the people about religious leaders and who is our Father and our Teacher

v.13-32

Jesus rebukes the teachers of the law and Pharisees - the Seven Woes

v.33-39

He calls them snakes and says they will suffer for all the blood that has been shed by the righteous 


prophets and he laments over Jerusalem for what will come upon it 
Chapter 24
Matthew 24:35 "Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away"
v.1-4

The disciples ask Jesus about the End Times and his second coming

v.5-14

Jesus warns them of wars, disasters and persecution but says the end will not come until the Gospel has 


been preached in the whole world

v.15-22

Jesus warns them of unparalleled distress and tribulation coming when Daniel's prophecy of an 



abomination standing in the temple is fulfilled
v.23-26

He warns of many false prophets who will do miracles, lead many astray, and say that Christ has come to 

a certain place, but we should not believe them

v.27-31

Jesus describes how he will return - immediately after the great darkness and distress, he will come in the 

sky with great power and glory, and seen by everyone around the world. Then there will be a loud trumpet 

call and he will send out his angels to gather his faithful from all over the world

v.32-36

He says we must recognize when the time is near but no-one, only God the Father, knows the exact day

v.37-44

Jesus says life will be going on just as in the time of Noah when no-one knew what was about to happen, 


so we must watch and be ready because we do not know when Jesus will return
v.45-51

He warns us with a story about a master returning to find whether or not his servant is faithfully at work
Chapter 25
Matthew 25:40 "The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least of these 


brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me'"
v.1-13

Jesus tells the Parable of the Ten Virgins to explain what it will be like at the time of Jesus' return

v.14-30

He goes on to further explain with the Parable of the Talents

v.31-46

Jesus tells what it will be like at that time of judgment, with the Parable of the Sheep and Goats

Chapter 26
Matthew 26:28 "This is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for many for the 


forgiveness of sins"

v.1-5

Jesus tells his disciples he will soon be crucified; the chief priests plot to arrest him
v.6-13

In Bethany a woman anoints Jesus with expensive perfume as a sign of preparation for burial

v.14-16

Judas agrees to betray Jesus for 30 silver coins

v.17-30

Jesus and his disciples celebrate Passover and Jesus institutes the Lord's Supper

v.31-35

Jesus predicts Peter will deny him 3 times

v.36-46

Jesus prays in Gethsemane even though his disciples cannot stay awake to be on guard

v.47-56

Jesus is arrested, and explains he will not defend himself because the scriptures must be fulfilled

v.57-68

He is taken before the chief priests and whole Sanhedrin. There are many false witnesses but Jesus only 


admits that he is the Christ, the Son of God

v.69-75

Peter denies Jesus three times and then a rooster crows

Chapter 27
Matthew 27:54 When the centurion and those with him who were guarding Jesus saw the 



earthquake and all that had happened, they were terrified, and exclaimed, “Surely he was the Son 


of God!”
v.1-10

Jesus is condemned to death by the chief priests, and Judas goes and hangs himself  

v.11-26

Jesus stands before Pilate who believes he is innocent, but finally is swayed by the crowd and releases 


Barabbas instead, handing Jesus over to be crucified

v.27-31

The soldiers mock and beat Jesus then take him to be crucified
v.32-44

Jesus is crucified on Golgotha and mocked

v.45-56

There is darkness for 3 hours then Jesus gives up his spirit and dies. There is a great earthquake and the 

curtain of the temple is torn from top to bottom

v.57-66

Joseph of Arimathea takes Jesus' body, prepares it for burial, and places it in his own new tomb, rolling a 


big stone in front to close it. The Pharisees get Pilate to place a guard at the tomb and seal it shut 

Chapter 28
Matthew 28:18-19 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 


been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of 


the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit..."

v.1-10

At dawn on the 3rd day, Mary Magdelene and another Mary find the tomb empty. An angel tells them 


Jesus has risen from the dead. Then Jesus appears to them and tells them to tell the disciples to go to 


Galilee where he will come to them

v.11-15

The guards report what happened and are bribed by the chief priests to say that the disciples stole Jesus' 

body
v.16-20

In Galilee, Jesus meets the disciples and gives them the Great Commission to preach to the world
