Outline of the Book of James
written by Shirley Davis

This is believed to have been written by James, the Lord's brother, who joined with the apostles after Jesus' resurrection and was regarded by many as a leader of the church in Jerusalem. The letter is written to believers scattered outside the Holy Land and contains many simple and practical teachings about Christianity. Although brief, it could be considered a book of wisdom similar in importance to the book of Proverbs in the Old Testament. Therefore its careful study is of great value to all followers of Christ. Here are some notes on key points, and suggested memory verses:

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
James 1:5 "If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without 


finding fault, and it will be given to you."
v.1

General greeting.
v.2-8

Discussion on facing trials and the importance of patient perseverance, turning to God for guidance and 


wisdom, fully confident that He will give it to us.

v.9-11

Reminder that whether rich or poor, our life is short and not under our own control.

v.12-18

Encouragement to stand firm under trial, knowing that it is not God tempting us.

v.19-21

Encouragement to follow the Word and not yield quickly to anger.

v.22-25

Importance of not just listening to the Word but to also "do it", put it into practice in our lives.

v.26-27

Clear teaching on true religion - to control our tongue; to look after orphans and widows; and to keep 


ourselves free from the pollution of the world.

Chapter 2
James 2:17 "In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead."

v.1-7

Teaching against showing favoritism to the rich.
v.8-13

The importance of "Love your neighbor as yourself", and not showing favoritism, knowing we will one day 


be judged by God.
v.14-20

A practical example of following up our faith with deeds.

v.21-26

The examples of Abraham and Rahab, whose actions proved their faith.
Chapter 3
James 3:13 "Who is wise and understanding among you? Let them show it by their good life, by 


deeds done in the humility that comes from wisdom."

v.1

Warning that teachers will be judged more strictly.

v.2

A perfect person is one who never is at fault in what he says - but we all make mistakes.

v.3-5

The tongue, though a very small part of the body, is likened to a horse's bit or ship's rudder, controlling 


the whole thing. 
v.6-12

The dangers of our tongue - how it can lead us astray and even ruin our lives if we do not learn to control 


it. We can use it for good and then quickly do so for evil - which should not be!
v.13-16

Warning against harboring bitterness or selfish ambition in our hearts, which lead to disorder and every 


wickedness.

v.17-18

Definition of heavenly wisdom.


Chapter 4
James 4:17 "If anyone, then, knows the good they ought to do and doesn’t do it, it is sin for them."

v.1-3

The root of quarrels is selfish desire, and we often do not receive from God because of our wrong motives

v.4-6

If we are friends of the world, we will become enemies of God.
v.7-10

If we submit to God and resist the devil, he will flee from us. As we draw near to God, repent and humble 


ourselves, He will draw near to us and lift us up.

v.11-12

Warning against judging one another.

v.13-16

Reminder that our life is in God's hands and we do not know what the future holds for us.

v.17

Simple definition of sin.
Chapter 5
James 5:14-15 " Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over 


them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer offered in faith will make 


the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven."]
v.1-6

Warning to rich people who oppress others - God knows what they have done!
v.7-11

Encouragement to be patient because the Lord is coming back soon. The example of Job.
v.12

Warning to speak honestly and not swear by anything.
v.13-16

The power of faith-filled prayers.

v.17-18

The example of Elijah's prayers of faith.

v.19-20

Reminder to not give up on those who turn away from the faith, but to try to bring them back to God.
