Exploring God's Word Bible Study Guides
Letters for Christian Living by Paul
written by Shirley Davis (www.imofinc.org)
The New Testament can be divided simply into 3 different sections: 


the "historical books" - the four Gospels and the Book of Acts

the Epistles (or Letters) - written to the early churches 

the Book of Revelation - an apocalyptic book with prophecies and visions about Jesus Christ and the End Times. 

In our series of bible study guides so far, we have included the books of Matthew, John and Acts as a basic foundation for understanding the first section, and the Book of Revelation in the third section. Of the Epistles, we already have available the Book of Romans (with its excellent detailed teaching about Salvation) and the Book of James, which is a letter written to a general audience and which covers many simple basic teachings about Christian living. 
The Epistles actually consist of 13 letters written by Paul, 3 by John, 2 by Peter, 1 each by James and Jude, and the Book of Hebrews whose author is unknown. Some of the letters were written specifically to individuals or certain churches, and deal with particular issues. However others were written to a more general audience and were probably passed around to several churches across a region. In that part of the Ancient World during the first century A.D. because of the Greek and Roman Empires being so extensive and bringing much trade and movement of people (often slaves) across the lands, there was a great variety of spiritual beliefs and customs. However most people spoke Greek, and with the spread of the Gospel, the young churches were soon filled with people from a wide variety of backgrounds - leading to a real need to APPLY the Gospel to the many different situations. In fact, it was much like today in that all Christians around the world believe the same Bible, yet must work out how to follow Jesus' teaching when surrounded by the culture of different lands such as Africa, Asia or the Americas. 
In this special study guide "Letters for Christian Living" we want to take a more detailed look at some of the shorter letters that were written to Christians in general, and that so clearly and unmistakably teach us all how to live and be good examples of the Christian life, no matter where we live. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Outline of the book of Galatians 
written by Shirley Davis

This was probably the earliest of all the Epistles, and was written by Paul around AD 50 to the churches in Galatia - a large Roman province in what is now the mainland of Turkey. Paul had founded churches in several of the southern cities of the region during his first missionary journey and made follow-up visits later (which we can read about in Acts). Paul had taught that salvation is through repentance and faith, and in this letter he argues against those who were again trying to impose the Jewish and man-made religious laws.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
Galatians 1:11-12 "I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of 


human origin. I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by 



revelation from Jesus Christ."
v.1-5

Brief general greeting focusing on Jesus' gift of salvation.

v.6-10

Blunt confrontation of the issue that others are trying to pervert the Gospel.

v.11-17

Paul's testimony of zealously following Judaism until his revelation of Jesus Christ and calling from God.

v.18-24

His testimony of meeting with the church leaders and their acceptance of him as a true Christian.
Chapter 2
Galatians 2:20 "I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The 


life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me."

v.1-5

Paul's continued testimony of his calling to preach to the Gentiles.

v.6-10

In spite of some difference of opinion, Paul's calling is accepted by the church leaders.

v.11-14

Visiting in Antioch, Peter refuses to eat with Gentiles for fear of upsetting the more traditional Jewish-


Christian leaders. Paul confronts him with his hypocrisy. (Consider how peer pressure can tempt us!)
v.15-21

Paul clearly states his case of being justified in Christ and set free from the law.
Chapter 3
Galatians 3:28 "There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and 


female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus."
v.1-5
 
Paul bluntly asks if they have received the Spirit through obedience to the law or through faith.

v.6-14

Paul argues his point by reminding them of Abraham who was justified by faith.

v.15-25

Continued logical explanation of faith, the law and the promise to Abraham.

v.26-29

Through faith in Christ we are all made sons of God and heirs of the promise to Abraham.
Chapter 4
Galatians 4:6 "Because you are his sons, God sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit 


who calls out, “Abba, Father.” "
v.1-7

Explanation of how Jesus sets us free from "slavery" and makes us into sons of God and heirs.

v.8-11

Paul's warning about becoming trapped again into slavery to ungodly beliefs and traditions.

v.12-20

His concern for the Galatians and his appeal to them to remember his time with them.

v.21-31

He reminds them of Hagar and Sarah, likening them to two covenants and lifestyles - one of slavery and 


the other of freedom.

Chapter 5
Galatians 5:13 "You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom 


to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love."
v.1-6

Discussion about circumcision and the importance of faith expressed through love.

v.7-15

Warning against confusion; importance of "Love your neighbor as yourself".

v.16-18

The conflict between the Spirit and our sinful nature.

v.19-21

Warning against acts of sinful nature - consider less obvious ones like discord, jealousy, selfish ambition..
v.22-26

The fruit of the Spirit and encouragement to live led by the Spirit - consider one "fruit" with several aspects
Chapter 6
Galatians 6:9 "Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 


harvest if we do not give up."
v.1-6

Recognizing our own weaknesses and being ready to help with those of other believers.
v.7-10

Reaping what we sow, and encouragement to do good to all.

v.11-18

Paul's final remarks and the importance of being a new creation.


Outline of the book of Ephesians 
written by Shirley Davis

This letter was written by Paul while under house arrest in Rome, around AD 60. Although addressed to the church at Ephesus it contains almost no personal greetings as in most of his other letters. It was probably read as a circular letter sent around to other churches in that region of what is now Western Turkey. Paul had spent several years in Ephesus during his missionary journeys and had many friends there. At the time, Ephesus was a busy sea port with many large buildings and stadiums, as well as temples to both Greek and Roman gods. This letter is more like a sermon focusing on the character of Christ's church. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
Ephesians 1:17 "I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may 


give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better."
v.1-6

Paul opens with a short greeting and praise to God the Father, and Jesus Christ.

v.7-14

He recounts the many blessings that are revealed to us when we accept Christ and grow in our 



relationship with God.
v.15-22

Paul prays that they will continue to be enlightened; and grow in understanding the glorious inheritance 


for those who believe, and the incomparable great power of God that placed Jesus to reign over every 


other power and be head of the church. (Consider the powerful truths in this long passage).
Chapter 2
Ephesians 2:10 "For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which 


God prepared in advance for us to do."
v.1-3

Reminder of how we all at one time were "lost" and living the ways of the world, led by our own desires.
v.4-10

But we were saved by God's grace through faith, and made alive in Christ - and created to do good 


works!
v.11-13

Paul addresses the Gentiles in particular who had been excluded from access to God, but have now been 

included through the blood of Christ.

v.14-18

Christ did away with the law as a barrier, creating one new body by uniting both Jews and Gentiles.

v.19-22

Illustration of the church as being united together, and built up into a temple for God to dwell in by his 


Spirit.
Chapter 3
Ephesians 3:12 "In him and through faith in him we may approach God with freedom and 



confidence."
v.1-6

Paul explains his ministry to the Gentiles - revealing to them the truth that was previously hidden.

v.7-13

God's purpose was that through the church everyone could hear that through faith in Christ we can 


approach God directly with freedom and confidence! (How does this compare to other religions?)

v.14-21

Powerful prayer for Christ to dwell in their hearts and for them to truly understand the depth of Christ's 


love. Reminder that God can do far more than we could ever imagine, according to his power working 


within us.
Chapter 4
Ephesians 4:32 "Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 

God forgave you."
v.1-3

Encouragement to live a life worthy of being called a Christian, with clear examples!

v.4-6

Reminder of our unity and joint belief.

v.7-10

Christ ascended and gave gifts to men (believers).
v.11-13

The various spiritual gifts and ministries are to prepare God's people for works of service and to build up 


the body of Christ until ALL reach maturity in Christ. (Stop and consider this - is it happening in your local 


church group?)

v.14-16

As each part does its work, speaking the truth in love, the whole body will grow and be built up.

v.17-19

Insistence that we no longer live as lost people do.

v.20-24

We must put off our old self and be renewed in our attitude, putting on our new self, like God.

v.25-32

Clear teaching on how to do this. Warning to not give the devil the slightest chance to get back in, and to 


not grieve (offend or disappoint) the Holy Spirit.

Chapter 5
Ephesians 5:8 "For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of 


light."
v.1-2

Encouragement to imitate God and live a life of love.

v.3-7

Warning against even a hint of immorality, greed or even "coarse joking". (We should separate ourselves 


from such - but how difficult is that in day-to-day living?)

v.8-14

Have nothing to do with the deeds of darkness. Instead find out what pleases the Lord and do that.

v.15-21

Understand the Lord's will and make the most of every opportunity. Submit to one another out of 



reverence for Christ.

v.22-24

Understanding that the husband is the head of the household, so the wife should respect and submit to 


him.

v.25-31

Understanding that the husband should love and care for his wife as Christ does the church.

v.32-33

The marriage relationship compared to the relationship of Christ and the church.

Chapter 6
Ephesians 6:12 "For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the 


heavenly realms."
v.1-4

Children should respect and obey their parents, and fathers should train them in the ways and 



understanding of the Lord. (Consider what a Christian should do if this is not the case).

v.5-9

Christian behavior for slaves and masters. (Consider the realities of slave life. Compare with the behavior 


of employees on the job.) 

v.10-12

Reminder that our enemy is Satan and we are fighting SPIRITUAL warfare. (Consider how people allow 


themselves to be motivated by evil spirits or fleshly desires).

v.13-17

The armor of God that allows us to withstand and overcome evil.
Consider the various aspects of each 


piece of armor and its spiritual significance.

v.18-20

Reminder to continue in prayer - for our own battles, for others, and for Christian leaders.

v.21-24

Farewell greetings.

Outline of the book of Philippians 
written by Shirley Davis

The church in Philippi, in Northern Greece, was the first church established by Paul in Europe (as opposed to Asia Minor). He started it around AD 50 during his second missionary journey. Philippi was a city that was very loyal to Rome. Paul wrote this letter at a time when he was imprisoned in chains and possibly facing death, and the date is unknown, yet he writes especially to encourage them and mentions "joy" or "rejoice" 16 times in this short letter.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
Philippians 1:6 "...being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to 


completion until the day of Christ Jesus."
v.1-2

Opening greeting

v.3-8

Paul gives thanks for their shared faith and partnership in the work of the Gospel.

v.9-11

Wonderful example of prayer for a fellow believer.

v.12-14

In spite of being in chains, imprisoned for his faith, Paul chooses to recognize it as a blessing as it has 


encouraged other believers to be even more bold in their faith.
v.15-18

Paul's determination to see good even in the fact that some Christians are preaching out of selfish 


ambition, even hoping to cause more trouble for Paul! (What lessons can we learn here?)

v.19-20

Paul expects the best, but trusts that through prayers and help from the Holy Spirit he will continue to 


bring glory to Christ.

v.21-26

He faces the reality of possible death and clearly explains his viewpoint on death. (As Christians, 



shouldn't this also be our viewpoint? Our life here on earth is not just about us, but our influence on 


others.) 

v.27-30

Encouragement to stand firm in the faith and not fear, even if we have to suffer for it.

Chapter 2
Philippians 2:13 "for it is God who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good 


purpose."
v.1-4

Paul says that if we have ANY encouragement or blessing from having accepted Christ, we should be 


united by our faith and humbly put others before ourselves.

v.5-11

Description of Jesus as humbly becoming our human example, resulting in God exalting him above ALL 


others, who will bow and confess him as Lord.

v.12-13

We continue to "work out our salvation" - or as the Amplified Bible says: "carry out to the goal and fully 


complete" it as God works within us.
v.14-16

Simple way to become pure children of God and shine like lights in the darkness - offer the word of life 


and do everything without complaining! Powerful teaching!
v.17-18

Encouragement to rejoice.

v.19-24

Paul's praise of Timothy.

v.25-30

Words of praise for Epaphroditus, another faithful servant of the Lord.

Chapter 3
Philippians 3:14 "I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 



heavenward in Christ Jesus."
v.1-7

Warning about those who put confidence in religious laws, such as circumcision. Paul reminds them he 


used to be a devout and fervent Jew, but considers it all worthless in comparison to knowing Christ.
v.8-11

Paul considers all else as rubbish compared to the righteousness that comes by faith in Jesus. The 


importance of KNOWING Christ - even to share in his suffering.


v.12-14

Paul admits he still hasn't reached the final goal of understanding or accomplishment, but forgets what is 


behind and reaches forward to what is still ahead.

v.15-17

He encourages others to understand this and to live up to what we have already learned.
v.18-21

He warns of those whose minds are on earthly things, and reminds us that our citizenship is in Heaven!

Chapter 4
Philippians 4:13 "I can do all things through Christ who gives me strength."
v.1-3

Personal plea to two women to come into agreement, as they both do the Lord's work.

v.4-7

Encouragement to rejoice and not be anxious, but pray and trust in the Lord, and so receive peace.

v.8-9

Instruction to think on true, pure, praiseworthy things (find SOMETHING good to think about it!) and put 


into practice what Paul has taught or demonstrated.

v.10-14

Paul thanks them for their gifts, but also shares how he has learned to be content with whatever his 


situation and get through everything with Christ's help.

v.15-20

Paul commends their faithful giving, saying how it is pleasing to God - and reminds them that God will 


also meet THEIR needs! 

v.21-23

Final greetings from Paul and other believers - including some working in Caesar's house!


------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Outline of the book of Colossians 
written by Shirley Davis

Paul had never actually visited Colossae, but the church was probably started by two prominent men from there (Epaphras and Philemon) who became Christians, probably during the 3 years Paul was in Ephesus (only 100 miles away). The letter addresses some of the problems in the church that came as a result of other beliefs being accepted and affecting the Gospel message - particularly mystic beliefs about angel worship, and again the insistence of many Jews to obey food laws and practice circumcision. Paul seeks to draw the Colossian Christians back to the true worship of Christ.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
Colossians 1:16 "For in him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and 


invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through 


him and for him."
v.1-8

Greetings and praise to them as co-workers in Christ.

v.9-14

Another great prayer to encourage faithful believers.

v.15-20

Reminder that Jesus Christ is supreme.

v.21-23

Our reconciliation with God through Jesus' death.
v.24-29

Ministry of preaching the Gospel to reveal the hidden mysteries of God and be reconciled through Christ.

 Chapter 2
Colossians 2:12 "having been buried with him in baptism, in which you were also raised with him 


through your faith in the working of God, who raised him from the dead."
v.1-5

Reminder that by knowing Jesus Christ we will find all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

v.6-8

Warning against being led astray once more by deceptive ideas based on tradition or worldly reasoning.

v.9-12

Through baptism in Christ we've buried the old ways and been given a new life of fullness.

v.13-15

God has forgiven us our sins and freed us from the power of our past, giving us new life in Christ.


v.16-18

Warning against those imposing religious laws or preaching false spiritual doctrines such as angel 


worship.

v.19

Such "Christians" have lost connection with Jesus. Note - "the whole body....grows as God causes it to 


grow" (The church is not controlled by men)

v.20-23

Paul's comments on man-made religious regulations.

Chapter 3
Colossians 3:17 "And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord 


Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him."
v.1-4

Encouragement to set our hearts and minds on things above, and not on earthly things.

v.5-8

We should rid ourselves of desires of the "flesh" and sinful behavior.

v.9-11

The importance of not lying but of being renewed in knowledge in the image of our Creator.

v.12-14

The importance of kindness...humility....patience...forgiveness...and above all, love. 

v.15-17

It is up to us to "LET the peace of Christ rule in us" and "LET the word of Christ dwell in us" as we teach 


and caution one another
 - and do everything "in the name of the Lord". What does this actually mean?  
v.18-25

Basic rules for Christian households. The points in the final four verses surely refer to every situation.

Chapter 4
Colossians 4:6 "Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you 


may know how to answer everyone."
v.1

Reminder to slave-owners (and employers in general)  that God will hold them accountable.

v.2-6

Instructions to pray for the furtherance of the Gospel; being prepared to make the most of any opportunity 

and ready to answer anyone.

v.7-15

Final greetings and interesting comments on others working with Paul.

v.16-18

Instruction to share the letters with other local churches.

Outline of the book of 1 Thessalonians
written by Shirley Davis

This was one of the earliest of the Epistles, and was written by Paul when he was in Corinth around AD 50. Paul had visited Thessalonica for about a month on his second missionary journey and preached the Gospel, leading several Jews and many Greeks to the Lord. But this had led to a riot and there was great opposition to the young church (Acts 17). Paul had later sent Timothy to check on and encourage the church, and he had apparently returned with a good report about the faithfulness of the believers there. Paul writes to them with more encouragement and also a clear reminder about the Second Coming of Jesus Christ.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
1 Thessalonians 1:3 "We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your 


labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ."
v.1-3

Greetings and thanksgiving prayer for the faithfulness of the believers there.

v.4-10

Paul records how they have become good role models for other believers as their testimony has proven 


their faithful obedience to Christ in spite of persecution and suffering.
Chapter 2
1 Thessalonians 2:4 "On the contrary, we speak as those approved by God to be entrusted with 


the gospel. We are not trying to please people but God, who tests our hearts."
v.1-9

Paul reminds them of his visit with them, working and sharing their lives together as he preached the 


Gospel.

v.10-13

He taught and encouraged them as a father does his children, and they accepted it as coming from God.

v.14-20

He remembers their persecution and suffering for the Gospel's sake and says how he has wished to visit 


them but has been prevented from doing so.

Chapter 3
1 Thessalonians 3:12 "May the Lord make your love increase and overflow for each other and for 


everyone else, just as ours does for you."

v.1-5

Paul tells how he had been very worried about their trials, and finally sent Timothy to check on them.

v.6-10

He says how greatly he is encouraged by Timothy's report of how they are standing firm in their faith.

v.11-13

Prayer for them to be strengthened and continue to increase in love.

Chapter 4
1 Thessalonians 4:17 "After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with 


them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever."

v.1-8

Reminder to avoid sexual immorality and develop self-control - which is God's instruction, not man's.

v.9-12

Reminder about brotherly love; to work and not be dependant on others; and to mind our own business!

v.13-18

Simple reminder about the second coming of Jesus Christ - who will come down from Heaven with a loud 


shout and trumpet call, and all those believers who had already died will be raised up also with us to meet 

Jesus in the air.

Chapter 5
1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 "Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for 


this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.

v.1-6

Warning to always be ready as we do not know when Jesus will return.

v.7-11

Encouragement to have faith and build up one another.

v.12-28

Final instructions to respect and help one another, and to trust in God's help. 

Outline of the book of 2 Thessalonians
written by Shirley Davis

Paul probably wrote this letter not long after the first letter to the Christians in Thessalonica. He goes into more detail about the Antichrist and the Second Coming of Jesus Christ, and gives further teaching on the importance of standing firm in our faith.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
2 Thessalonians 1:11 "With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you 


worthy of his calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for 



goodness and your every deed prompted by faith."
v.1-4

Greetings and thanksgiving for their faith and perseverance in the midst of trials.


v.5-10

Encouragement and reminder that God will judge and punish those who do not obey the Gospel of Christ.
v.11-12

Prayer for God to be glorified in their endeavors.

Chapter 2
2 Thessalonians 2:4 "He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is 


worshiped, so that he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God."

v.1-4

Warning to not be deceived by those who say Jesus has already returned - because it cannot happen 


until the "man of lawlessness" (Antichrist) has been revealed.

v.5-7

The revealing of the Antichrist will occur in God's proper timing and is all part of His plan for Jesus to 


return. The spirit of Antichrist is already working in the world. (Note - it does not say we should pray that 


the Antichrist will not come, or even try to prevent him.)

v.8-12

The Antichrist will be overthrown and destroyed by the Second Coming of Jesus. Along with the Antichrist 

there will be all kinds of false miracles, deceptions and every sort of evil and those who perish will do so 


because they refuse to love the truth and so be saved.

v.13-17

Encouragement to stand firm in the faith and be strengthened in every good deed and word.
Chapter 3
2 Thessalonians 3:3 "But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen you and protect you from the 


evil one."

v.1-5

Paul asks prayer for his protection and ministry.

v.6-12

Warning to stay away from those Christians who are idle and do not follow Christ's teachings. He rebukes 

those in the church who are lazy.

v.13-15

He tells them to warn and stay away from such Christians - in order to make them feel ashamed (and 


hopefully repent!)

v.16-18

Farewell greetings.

Outline of the book of 1 Timothy
written by Shirley Davis

The letters to Timothy and Titus were written towards the end of Paul's life and contain much advice about handling problems within the Church. Timothy was a young man from a mixed marriage (his father was Greek and his mother Jewish) who lived in Lystra (in present-day Turkey). He met Paul there during Paul's first missionary journey, and grew so quickly in his Christian faith that when Paul returned there he took him to travel with him. Timothy proved to be a trusted and loved companion, although needing encouragement, especially when he was sent to pastor over the people in new churches in several places including Corinth and Ephesus. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
1 Timothy 1:15 "Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners..."
v.1-4

Greeting and instruction to correct certain leaders who were either teaching false doctrine or were 


focusing on folklore (traditional man-made stories) or "endless genealogies" (nit-picking about details of 


Jewish lineage). (Consider the difficulty of this task for young Timothy!)
v.5-7

Paul stresses this comes from love and a desire that teaching should be focused on more important 


issues.
v.8-11

Reminder of the purpose of the law.

v.12-17

Paul thanks God for His mercy since he (Paul) was once ignorant and a sinner, but now can be held as 


an example of God's forgiveness and salvation.

v.18-20

Paul reminds Timothy to remember what was prophesied over him and continue to fight the good fight of 


faith, keeping a good conscience.



Chapter 2
1 Timothy 2:5-6 "For there is one God and one mediator between God and mankind, the man 


Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a ransom for all people....."
v.1-7

Call for prayers made for everyone, especially those in authority, so that all may come to know Jesus and 

be saved.
v.8-15

Paul's advice regarding worship and also women: saying their focus should be less on dressing finely and 

more on doing good deeds. He advises that women should be submitted to men and not take authority 


over men - because of the way God created Adam and Eve differently. (Good discussion points for 


today's society)  
Chapter 3
1 Timothy 3:5 "If anyone does not know how to manage his own family, how can he take care of 


God’s church?"
v.1-7

Paul's advice regarding appointing overseers or bishops in the church, and a list of the qualities they 


should have.
v.8-13

Similar advice regarding appointing deacons in the local church. Note: it also mentions their wives should 


be worthy of respect and trustworthy. 

v.14-16

Paul says how he hopes to visit Timothy soon, but sends this letter so Timothy can know how God's 


people should conduct themselves within the church.  

Chapter 4
1 Timothy 4:12 "Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example 


for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity."
v.1-5

Reminder that in the End Times, some Christians will abandon their faith and follow deceiving spirits, 


teaching man-made religious laws such as forbidding marriage and certain foods.
 Reminder that 



everything God created is good and can be received, if done with prayer and thanksgiving.

v.6-10

He stresses the importance of pointing these things out to other believers and warns against anything to 


do with godless myths and old wives' tales. Reminder that we put all our hope in Jesus, the living God.
v.11-16

Encouragement to Timothy to be completely committed and diligent in his study and ministry.

Chapter 5
1 Timothy 5:1-2 "Do not rebuke an older man harshly, but exhort him as if he were your father. 


Treat younger men as brothers, older women as mothers, and younger women as sisters, with 


absolute purity."
v.1-2

Advice on how to treat fellow believers with respect.

v.3-8

Advice on caring for widows and reminding Christian families of their duty to take care of widows within 


their own family.

v.9-10

Criteria for widows to receive help from the church.

v.11-16

Advice for counseling young widows in the church.

v.17-20

Advice on honoring and dealing with elders in the church.

v.21-25

General advice for Timothy personally and to act fairly without favoritism.




Chapter 6
1 Timothy 6:10 "For the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, 


have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs."
v.1-2

Considerations for those who are slaves - to understand the importance of still showing respect to their 


masters as part of their Christian witness. (Consider this as advice today regarding employers, both good 


and bad - bearing in mind how difficult a life of slavery is.)
v.3-5

Warnings about false doctrine and those who constantly cause strife and suspicion because they are only 

focused on financial gain.

v.6-10

Teaching on true contentment and warning against wanting to get rich.

v.11-16

Encouragement to Timothy to pursue a godly life and fight the good fight of faith.

v.17-21

Instruction to help the rich put their trust in God and use their wealth wisely and so store up true riches in 


Heaven. Final encouragement to Timothy to carry out his responsibilities.
Outline of the book of 2 Timothy
written by Shirley Davis

This is Paul's last and most moving letter, written while in prison and knowing that his death is not far off. He is alone except for Luke and dearly wishes to see Timothy again, yet he has no regrets and faces death without fear or doubt. His final words are to encourage those who will continue the mission.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Chapter 1
2 Timothy 1:7 "For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and 


self-discipline."
v.1-7

Personal greetings to Timothy with longing to see him again.
v.8-12

Encouragement to not be ashamed to suffer for the Gospel, but trust in God's faithfulness.
v.13-18

Reminder to stay faithful, even though others may not.
Chapter 2
2 Timothy 2:15 " Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not 

need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth."
v.1-2

Importance of discipling others who are reliable and will teach others.

v.3-7

Encouragement to endure hardship with comparisons of a soldier, an athlete and a farmer.

v.8-10

Reminder that endurance is worth it so that others may also be saved. The Gospel cannot be chained!

v.11-13

Reminder of our future with Christ.
v.14-19

Warning against worthless quarreling and godless chatter, with examples of some who left the faith.

v.20-21

Importance of being a clean, good instrument that can be used for noble purposes.  
v.22-26

Encouragement to pursue righteousness, and advice on how to kindly instruct those who oppose the 


Gospel. 

Chapter 3
2 Timothy 3:16-17 " All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting 


and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every 


good work."
v.1-5

Warning about how people will be in the Last Days - having a form of godliness but denying its power.

v.6-9

Warning against those who easily lead others astray - reminder that the truth will be revealed.

v.10-17

Reminder to Timothy of what Paul has taught him through his own experiences; and that all who want to 


live a godly life will be persecuted. Reminder that the man of God may be perfectly equipped through 


study of the Scriptures.

Chapter 4
2 Timothy 4:2 " Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season; correct, rebuke and 


encourage—with great patience and careful instruction."
v.1-8

Final instruction to Timothy to preach and be prepared as the time will come when many will turn from the 

truth. Paul knows his life on earth is coming to an end, but soon he will receive his reward.

v.9-22

Final personal remarks and mention of many other believers by name. Paul's trust in the Lord's help.

