Our responsibility toward little children
By Shirley Davis


For many of us as Christians, when we think of Jesus we get a mental picture of him smiling and surrounded by little children. This probably comes from pictures we saw in Sunday School and provides a good basic foundation for our faith and understanding of God’s love. However BECAUSE of that easily accepted picture, we often overlook the very important lessons that Jesus taught us about little children. Matthew chapter 18 teaches several simple yet VERY CLEAR lessons that are sadly often overlooked everywhere around the world. If we take time to study them, I believe they will cause us all to make changes in our everyday life – and maybe even in our ministry! (I have used mainly the Amplified Bible as I studied this.)

v.1-4 – Jesus told his disciples that they could NEVER (my emphasis simply because it is easily overlooked!) enter the kingdom of heaven unless they repented and became like little children in that they should be trusting, lowly (not full of pride or self-importance), quick to love and forgive. Of course we can all think of some negative things about little children (sometimes needy, self-centered, wanting their own way…) but I believe Jesus was focusing on their openness and simplicity of emotions. Little children usually say exactly what they think – often pointing out obvious blemishes or character faults that adults try to cover up or ignore instead of openly dealing with. Yet they are quick to accept correction and learn; endlessly asking questions to better understand; and always totally trusting and dependent on the love and guidance of their parents. In fact they really “idolize” them and are usually quick to forgive and restore the relationship because it is so important to them. No matter in which country or culture we live, we are surrounded by children who act the same – so much so that we all tend to overlook them. But I believe Jesus used them as this important example simply because if we pay attention and consider how little children act, we can all learn many important lessons about how our Christian character should truly be.
v.5 – In this verse Jesus clearly shows how important little children are to him (as opposed to just using them as an example). He promises that anyone who welcomes and accepts a little child for His sake and in His name, actually is welcoming Jesus, Himself. It is as though little children represent Jesus and how we treat them demonstrates how we would actually treat Jesus!
v.6 – This verse is one of the few in the Gospels where we see Jesus giving a really strong, harsh, almost shocking warning! He states that there will be severe punishment for anyone who causes a little child who trusts and believes in Jesus to stumble or sin. It is sad that for the majority of people this verse is understood as referring particularly to people who abuse or hurt children, such as pedophiles or those who commit horrific crimes to harm or murder children. Of course we can all understand those cases, but the Amplified Bible explains it as anyone who “entices him or hinders him in right conduct or thought”. That also refers to so many MORE people who KNOWINGLY OR NOT lead a child astray by their own bad behavior or prevent the child from continuing in his walk with the Lord!! It is a tragedy that in every country around the world today parents are so often caught up in the snares of life (working so hard to earn more money; too busy to spend time with their children; fighting divorce; or seeking oblivion through alcohol or drugs) that they completely overlook the fact that they are leading their children astray and away from God. I have known many parents who forbade their children from attending a Christian club or church (or always had an excuse to not allow the child to go!) and it was probably because they themselves did not want any chance of being confronted by the Gospel!
v.7 – Jesus states here that he knows there are temptations and sins in the world that may lead a child astray, but there is indeed great judgment upon those who do that – and he goes on in the following verses to advise such people that they should take drastic measures to turn their life around to avoid that. Truly this should be a wake-up call to us all even as churchgoers who think we are following Jesus.

v.10 – To make it even clearer Jesus goes on in this verse to say that we should not “despise or feel scornful toward or think little of one of these little ones”. The NIV says don’t “look down on” them. Through the years I have traveled to many places and visited many different churches, schools, orphanages and homes – places where one would hope that children would be genuinely cared for and loved. Sadly I have witnessed countless times when little children have been totally ignored; spoken to and treated very harshly; pushed aside so that the “adults” could be considered instead….. Of course we have to teach children to respect adults, be patient, wait their turn and so on, but it is so sad when parents or teachers show anger or derision instead of the loving teaching that little children deserve. Truly they are fragile little “works in progress” who are constantly molded and taught by the way they are treated. Jesus sees the great potential in each and every one of them, and I can only pray that more people around the world will begin to see that too.

v.14 – This final verse that I want to discuss clearly confirms that our Heavenly Father’s will is that NOT ONE of these little ones should be lost or perish. If we truly want to do the will of God, we must also pay attention to this verse! I believe we must ask ourselves some important questions:

How do I treat little children?  (No excuses here about being tired or too busy or not liking kids!)

Does my behavior lead them towards Jesus or away from Him?  
Am I causing any to stumble in their walk with God?
Do I look down on them or ignore them?

Could I become more like them as Jesus wants me to be?

What am I doing, or is my church doing, so that not one of them will be lost or perish?
