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In our series "Exploring God's Word" Bible study guides, which has primarily focused on the New Testament, we cannot overlook one of the most important books of the Old Testament - the Book of Proverbs. Although considered a book of poetry, it surely contains more snippets of wise advice and clear Godly guidance than any other in the Old Testament. Although probably most of it was written by King Solomon (as stated in its initial verses) it is widely believed to have been edited throughout several centuries at least up until the time of King Hezekiah (Proverbs 25:1), some 250 years later, with the addition of other wise sayings that were in line with God's standards. 
But rather than just being considered as a collection of wise sayings, for the Christian who believes 2 Timothy 3:16-17: "All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work." (NLT) the Book of Proverbs is seen as being almost a textbook of God's wisdom. For it to be truly understood and appreciated, the student must have a genuine "fear of the Lord" with a hunger to learn God's wisdom so that it may be applied in all areas of life. 
The book is generally divided into 8 main sections:


Chapters 1 - 9: a general introduction to wisdom, beginning with the purpose of studying it.


6 collections of sayings:  of Solomon - Chapters 10 - 22:16





 of the wise - Chapters 22:17 - 24:22




 more of the wise - Chapter 24:23-34





 more of Solomon - Chapters 25 - 30





 of Agur - Chapter 30





 of King Lemuel - Chapter 31:1-9


and finally Chapter 31:10-31: a "poem" on the good wife.

As we read through Proverbs we will find some sections that sound like a father talking and giving advice to his son. In much of the book however, the sayings or proverbs are written as short, sharp phrases that state Godly truths and clear direction as to what God considers right and wrong. Some such statements are repeated several times throughout the book. Some are very well-known even in the secular world, which shows even more proof of their importance regardless of the era and changes in modern times. It is said there are a total of 375 sayings in the 6 collections alone (in chapters 10 - 31:9) and so it would be impossible to highlight the "best" ones, since so many are remarkable and important. However we will try to mention in particular proverbs and sayings that have become well-known or are of special importance to young people seeking to be guided by God's Word. We have used many quotes from the Easy to Read Version and New Living Translation of the Bible to help make these wise sayings even more relevant to Today. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Section One (Proverbs 1-9) - Introduction to Wisdom

Chapter 1
Proverbs 1:7 "Knowledge begins with fear and respect for the Lord, but stubborn fools hate 


wisdom and refuse to learn." (ERV)
v.1-7

The purpose of recording the proverbs and the importance of the fear of the Lord
v.8-9

Advice to listen to and consider the teaching of our parents

v.10-14

Warning against peer pressure and temptations of the wicked

v.15-19

Reminder of the end results of rushing into sin
v.20-21

Wisdom is introduced as a woman calling out in the midst of our daily life
v.22-27

Wisdom is reaching out to help even fools, but if rejected, there will be no help in disaster and trouble

v.28-33

Those that reject wisdom and choose not to fear the Lord will suffer the consequences and be destroyed, 


but those who follow after wisdom will be safe and at peace

Chapter 2
Proverbs 2:6 "The Lord is the source of wisdom; knowledge and understanding come from his 


mouth."
v.1-5

God is speaking to each of us as His child, encouraging us to turn to Him for understanding

v.6-11

For then God will protect us and give us victory as we choose the good path and exercise that wisdom 


and discretion

v.12-15

Wisdom will save us from those who are devious and wicked

v.16-19

It will save us from being seduced into adultery and sin

v.20-22

Walking in the path of righteousness leads to life, but the wicked will be cut off from it 

Chapter 3
Proverbs 3:5-6 "Trust the Lord completely, and don’t depend on your own knowledge. With every 


step you take, think about what he wants, and he will help you go the right way."
v.1-4

Advice  to remember God's commands and also to love and stay faithful - which bring favor from both 


God and man

v.5-8

Trusting in God rather than just ourselves brings health and blessing

v.9-10

Reminder of the blessings of tithing and giving to God

v.11-12

Encouragement to accept God's discipline because it shows God loves us

v.13-18

Wisdom is more precious than jewels and gold, bringing blessings and long life

v19-20

God created the earth by his wisdom and knowledge

v.21-26

Sound judgment and discernment will give us freedom from fear, and sweet sleep

v.27-32

We must not hold back from doing good when we can, or wrongly accuse or do harm to others
v.33-35

God curses the wicked but blesses those who are righteous and humble

Chapter 4
Proverbs 4:7 "Getting wisdom is the wisest thing you can do! And whatever else you do, develop 


good judgment."
v.1-9

A father's instruction on the importance of wisdom

v.10-13

Holding on to this instruction will give long life

v.14-19

Warning to not even set foot on the path of the wicked, which is the path to darkness

v.20-22

God's words are life to those who find them and health to our whole body

v.23-27

Instruction to guard our heart (our integrity) by controlling what we say, see and do
Chapter 5
Proverbs 5:21 "For the Lord sees clearly what a man does, examining every path he takes."
v.1-6

Warning to maintain discretion and avoid being seduced by prostitutes and adulterers

v.7-14

Following such a path leads to regret and ruin

v.15-20

Clear advice to stay faithful in marriage and be fulfilled

v.21-23

God sees everything and those led astray by their own foolishness and lack of discipline will die

Chapter 6
Proverbs 6:23 "For this command is a lamp, this teaching is a light, and correction and instruction


are the way to life,"
v.1-5

Advice for when foolish choices have been made - to quickly humble yourself and try to make things right
v.6-11

Warning against laziness and to consider even a simple ant, which is organized and works hard

v.12-15

The signs of corrupt and evil people who stir up arguments and conflict - and their fate

v.16-19

An important list of 7 things the Lord hates and detests

v.20-23

A repeat to always consider our parents' good teaching and be guided by it
v.24-29

The warning of being tempted and seduced into immorality is repeated

v.30-35

There may be understanding for a hungry man who steals, but he will still be punished. But one who 


commits adultery is a fool and brings about his own destruction

Chapter 7
Proverbs 7:1 "My son, keep my words and store up my commands within you."
v.1-5

Once again there is the reminder to pay attention to the words of advice and store them up as treasure in 


the heart

v.6-9

A story is told of the seduction of a simple youth - beginning with his unawareness of what is happening

v.10-13

A woman appears who is clearly a prostitute, and she boldly kisses him

v.14-20

She flatters him and says she has been preparing to meet up with him, and there is no risk of discovery

v.21-23

She leads him astray with smooth talk and he becomes like an animal going to slaughter

v.24-27

Clear warning that many are led astray to their destruction in this way


Chapter 8
Proverbs 8:5 "You who are ignorant, learn to be wise. You who are foolish, get some common 


sense."
v.1-5

Wisdom is calling out to everyone, promising good judgment and understanding even to the simple and 


foolish
v.6-11

Wisdom speaks only what is right and true and is more valuable than gold or jewels

v.12-21

Wisdom, knowledge and discretion are against pride and evil behavior, and bring blessing and wealth

v.22-31

Wisdom was present with God from before even the world was created, rejoicing in it and mankind

v.32-36

Promise of blessing and favor on those who find and keep the ways of wisdom

Chapter 9
Proverbs 9:9 "Teach the wise, and they will become wiser. Instruct those who live right, and they 


will gain more knowledge."
v.1-6

Wisdom is depicted as a good woman inviting all to come in and learn to walk in the way of understanding
v.7-12

Rebuking a rude or wicked man only brings abuse or hurt; but a wise man receives rebuke and instruction 

because he wants to learn more and fears the Lord

v.13-18

In comparison, Foolishness is described as loud and undisciplined, leading all astray

Section Two (Proverbs 10 - 22:16) - Collection of sayings of Solomon
Note: All verses should be read and studied, but for this section, instead of giving a summary of each set of verses, we have selected verses of particular importance for young people (as written in the NIV, NLT or ERV bible translations). Although these newer translations may differ somewhat from the KJV and other traditional versions, they prompt interesting discussion about application to life and challenges today. They could be considered worthy of being memorized or used as mottos, promises or reminders for daily living.
Chapter 10
Proverbs 10:14 "Wise people are quiet and learn new things, but fools talk and bring trouble on 


themselves."
v.1

The proverbs of Solomon: A wise child brings joy to a father; a foolish child brings grief to a mother.
v.3

The Lord will not let the godly go hungry, but he refuses to satisfy the craving of the wicked.
v.4

Lazy people are soon poor; hard workers get rich.
v.8

The wise accept instruction, but fools argue and bring trouble on themselves.
v.12

Hatred stirs up quarrels, but love makes up for all offenses.
v.17

Those who accept correction show others how to live. Those who reject correction lead others the wrong 


way.
v.18

Hiding hatred makes you a liar; slandering others makes you a fool.
v.19

A person who talks too much gets into trouble. A wise person learns to be quiet.
v.22

The blessing of the Lord makes a person rich, and he adds no sorrow with it.
v.25

The wicked are destroyed when trouble comes, but good people stand strong forever.
v.27

Respect for the Lord will add years to your life, but the wicked will have their lives cut short.
Chapter 11
Proverbs 11:25 "A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed."
v.2

Pride leads to disgrace, but with humility comes wisdom.
v.3

Good people are guided by their honesty, but crooks who lie and cheat will ruin themselves.
v.12

Stupid people say bad things about their neighbors. Wise people know to be quiet.
v.13

People who tell secrets about others cannot be trusted. Those who can be trusted keep quiet.
v.16

 A kind and gentle woman gains respect, but violent men gain only wealth.
v.18

Evil people get rich for the moment, but the reward of the godly will last.
v.20

The Lord detests people with crooked hearts, but he delights in those with integrity.
v.21

Be sure of this: The wicked will not go unpunished, but those who are righteous will go free.
v.22

A beautiful woman without good sense is like a gold ring in a pig’s nose.
v.24

Some people give freely and gain more; others refuse to give and end up with less.
v.28

Those who trust in their riches will fall, but the righteous will thrive like a green leaf.
v.29

Those who cause trouble for their families will inherit nothing but the wind. A foolish person will end up as 


a servant to one who is wise.
Chapter 12
Proverbs 12:15 "Fools always think their own way is best, but wise people listen to what others 


tell them."
v.5

The plans of the righteous are just, but the advice of the wicked is deceitful.
v.7

When evil people are destroyed, they are gone and forgotten, but good people are remembered long after 

they are gone.
v.10

Good people take good care of their animals, but the wicked know only how to be cruel.
v.11

Farmers who work their land have plenty of food, but those who waste their time on worthless projects 


are foolish.
v.16

A fool is quick-tempered, but a wise person stays calm when insulted.
v.18

Speak without thinking, and your words can cut like a knife. Be wise, and your words can heal.
v.22

The Lord detests lying lips, but he delights in those who tell the truth.

v.25

Worry weighs a person down; an encouraging word cheers a person up.

Chapter 13
Proverbs 13:9 "The light of those who do right shines brighter and brighter, but the lamp of the 


wicked becomes darker and darker."
v.3

People who are careful about what they say will save their lives, but those who speak without thinking will 

be destroyed.

v.4

Lazy people want much but get little, but those who work hard will prosper.
v.10

Pride leads to conflict; those who take advice are wise.
v.11

Wealth from get-rich-quick schemes quickly disappears; wealth from hard work grows over time.
v.18

If you refuse to learn from your mistakes, you will be poor, and no one will respect you. If you listen when 


you are criticized, you will be honored.
v.20

Be friends with those who are wise, and you will become wise. Choose fools to be your friends, and you 


will have trouble.
v.24

 If you don’t correct your children, you don’t love them. If you love them, you will be quick to discipline 


them.
Chapter 14
Proverbs 14:34 "Godliness makes a nation great, but sin is a disgrace to any people."
v.7

Stay away from fools, there is nothing they can teach you.
v.9

Fines are needed to make fools obey the law, but good people are happy to obey it.
v.12

There is a way that appears to be right, but in the end it leads to death.
v.15

Fools believe every word they hear, but wise people think carefully about everything.
v.16

The wise are cautious and avoid danger; fools plunge ahead with reckless confidence.
v.23

 If you work hard, you will have plenty. If you do nothing but talk, you will not have enough.
v.30

A peaceful heart leads to a healthy body; jealousy is like cancer in the bones.
v.31

Whoever takes advantage of the poor insults their Maker, but whoever is kind to them honors him.
Chapter 15
Proverbs 15:16 "Better to have little, with fear for the Lord, than to have great treasure and inner 


turmoil."
v.1

A gentle answer deflects anger, but harsh words make tempers flare.
v.3

The eyes of the Lord are everywhere, keeping watch on the wicked and the good.
v.8

The Lord hates the offerings of the wicked, but he is happy to hear the prayers of those who live right.
v.17

It is better to eat a little where there is love than to eat a lot where there is hate.
v.18

A hot-tempered person stirs up conflict, but the one who is patient calms a quarrel.
v.22

Plans go wrong for lack of advice; many advisers bring success.
v.27

Greed brings grief to the whole family, but those who hate bribes will live.
v.29

The Lord is far from the wicked, but he hears the prayers of the righteous.
v.30

A cheerful look brings joy to the heart; good news makes for good health.
Chapter 16
Proverbs 16:3 "Turn to the Lord for help in everything you do, and you will be successful."
v.2

People may be pure in their own eyes, but the Lord examines their motives.
v.4

The Lord works out everything to its proper end — even the wicked for a day of disaster.
v.7

When people’s lives please the Lord, even their enemies are at peace with them.
v.9

We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps.
v.18

Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall.
v.19

Better to live humbly with the poor than to share plunder with the proud.
v.26

It is good for workers to have an appetite; an empty stomach drives them on.
v.32

Better to be patient than powerful; better to have self-control than to conquer a city.
Chapter 17
Proverbs 17:14 "The start of an argument is like a small leak in a dam. Stop it before a big fight 


breaks out."
v.3

Fire tests the purity of silver and gold, but the Lord tests the heart.
v.5

Those who mock the poor insult their Maker; those who rejoice at the misfortune of others will be 



punished.
v.9

Love prospers when a fault is forgiven, but dwelling on it separates close friends.
v.13

If you do wrong to those who were good to you, you will have trouble the rest of your life.
v.17

A friend is always loyal, and a brother is born to help in time of need.
v.22

A cheerful heart is good medicine, but a broken spirit saps a person’s strength.
v.28

Even fools are thought wise when they keep silent; with their mouths shut, they seem intelligent.
Chapter 18
Proverbs 18:10 "The name of the Lord is a strong fortress; the godly run to him and are safe."
v.2

Fools have no interest in understanding; they only want to air their own opinions.
v.13

Let people finish speaking before you try to answer them. That way you will not embarrass yourself and 


look foolish.
v.15

Wise people want to learn more, so they listen closely to gain knowledge.
v.16

Gifts can open many doors and help you meet important people.
v.17

The first person to speak always seems right until someone comes and asks the right questions.
v.21

The tongue can speak words that bring life or death. Those who love to talk must be ready to accept what 

it brings.
v.22

The man who finds a wife finds a treasure, and he receives favor from the Lord.
v.24

There are “friends” who destroy each other, but a real friend sticks closer than a brother.
Chapter 19
Proverbs 19:21 "People might make many plans, but what the Lord says is what will happen."
v.2

Enthusiasm without knowledge is no good; haste makes mistakes.
v.3

People ruin their lives by their own foolishness and then are angry at the Lord.
v.5

A false witness will not go unpunished, nor will a liar escape.
v.11

Experience makes you more patient, and you are most patient when you ignore insults.
v.13

A foolish child is a father’s ruin, and a quarrelsome wife is like the constant dripping of a leaky roof.
v.14

People receive houses and money from their parents, but a good wife is a gift from the Lord.
v.16

Obey the law and live; ignore it and die.


v.17

Giving help to the poor is like loaning money to the Lord. He will pay you back for your kindness.
v.19

People who are quick to become angry must pay the price. Protect them from punishment, and they 


become worse.
v.26

Whoever robs their father and drives out their mother is a child who brings shame and disgrace.
v.27

If you stop listening to instruction, my child, you will turn your back on knowledge.
Chapter 20
Proverbs 20:27 "The Lord’s light penetrates the human spirit, exposing every hidden motive."
v.3

People who refuse to argue deserve respect. Any fool can start an argument.
v.7

When people live good, honest lives, their children are blessed.
v.11

Even children are known by the way they act, whether their conduct is pure, and whether it is right.
v.17

It may seem to be a good thing to get something by cheating, but in the end, it will be worth nothing.
v.18

Plans succeed through good counsel; don’t go to war without wise advice.
v.22

Don’t say, “I will get even for this wrong.” Wait for the Lord to handle the matter.
v.24

The Lord directs our steps, so why try to understand everything along the way?
Chapter 21
Proverbs 21:30 "No human wisdom or understanding or plan can stand against the Lord."
v.3

The Lord is more pleased when we do what is right and just than when we offer him sacrifices.
v.5

Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity, but hasty shortcuts lead to poverty.
v.9

It is better to live in a small corner on the roof than to share the house with a woman who is always 


arguing.
v.13

Those who refuse to help the poor will not receive help when they need it themselves.
v.15

Justice is a joy to the godly, but it terrifies evildoers.
v.17

Those who love pleasure become poor; those who love wine and luxury will never be rich.
v.21

Whoever pursues righteousness and unfailing love will find life, righteousness, and honor.
Chapter 22
Proverbs 22:4 "True humility and fear of the Lord lead to riches, honor, and long life."
v.1

Choose a good reputation over great riches; being held in high esteem is better than silver or gold.
v.3

A prudent person foresees danger and takes precautions. The simpleton goes blindly on and suffers the 


consequences.
v.6

Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it.
v.9

Generous people will be blessed, because they share their food with the poor.
v.11

Love a pure heart and kind words, and the king will be your friend.
v.12

The Lord preserves those with knowledge, but he ruins the plans of the treacherous.
v.13

The lazy person claims, “There’s a lion out there! If I go outside, I might be killed!”
v.16

A person who gets ahead by oppressing the poor or by showering gifts on the rich will end in poverty.
Sections Three and Four (Proverbs ch.22:17 - ch.24) - Collection of sayings of the wise
Note: We continue with specially selected verses after the general introduction in Proverbs 22:17-21:

Proverbs 22:22-23
Don’t rob the poor just because you can, or exploit the needy in court. For the Lord is their 



defender. He will ruin anyone who ruins them.
v.24-25

Do not make friends with a hot-tempered person, do not associate with one easily angered, or you may 


learn their ways and get yourself ensnared.
Proverbs 23:4
Don’t wear yourself out trying to get rich. Be wise enough to know when to quit.
v.5

In the blink of an eye wealth disappears, for it will sprout wings and fly away like an eagle.
v.12

Apply your heart to instruction and your ears to words of knowledge.
v.13

Always correct children when they need it. If you spank them, it will not kill them.
v.17-18

Don’t envy sinners, but always continue to fear the Lord. You will be rewarded for this; your hope will not 


be disappointed.
v.20-21

Do not carouse with drunkards or feast with gluttons, for they are on their way to poverty, and too much 


sleep clothes them in rags.
v.22

Listen to your father. Without him, you would never have been born. Respect your mother, even when 


she is old.
v.24-25

The father of godly children has cause for joy. What a pleasure to have children who are wise. So give 


your father and mother joy! May she who gave you birth be happy.
Proverbs 24:3-4
 Good homes are built on wisdom and understanding. Knowledge fills the rooms with rare and beautiful 


 treasures.
v.5

Wisdom makes a man more powerful. Knowledge gives a man strength.
v.10

If you fail under pressure, your strength is too small.
v.11-12

If you see someone on their way to death or in danger of being killed, you must do something to save 


them. You cannot say, “It’s none of my business.” The Lord knows everything, and he knows why you do 


things. He watches you, and he will pay you back for what you do. 

v.14

In the same way, wisdom is sweet to your soul. If you find it, you will have a bright future, and your hopes 


will not be cut short.


v.16

The godly may trip seven times, but they will get up again. But one disaster is enough to overthrow the 


wicked.

v.19-20

Don’t fret because of evildoers; don’t envy the wicked. For evil people have no future; the light of the 


wicked will be snuffed out.
v.26

 An honest answer is as pleasing as a kiss on the lips.
v.27

Do your planning and prepare your fields before building your house.
v.28

Don’t testify against your neighbors without cause; don’t lie about them.
v.33-34

A little extra sleep, a little more slumber, a little folding of the hands to rest — then poverty will pounce on 


you like a bandit; scarcity will attack you like an armed robber.
Section Five (Proverbs 25 - 29) - More sayings of Solomon (copied by the men of King Hezekiah of Judah)
Note: We continue with specially selected verses as before:

Chapter 25
Proverbs 25:25 "Good news from far away is like cold water to the thirsty."
v.6-7

Don’t demand an audience with the king or push for a place among the great. It’s better to wait for an 


invitation to the head table than to be sent away in public disgrace....
v.9-10

When arguing with your neighbor, don’t betray another person’s secret. Others may accuse you of 


gossip, and you will never regain your good reputation.
v.15

With patience, you can make anyone change their thinking, even a ruler. Gentle speech is very powerful.
v.17

Don’t visit your neighbors too often, or you will wear out your welcome.
v.21-22

 If your enemies are hungry, give them something to eat. If they are thirsty, give them some water. This 


will make them feel the burning pain of shame, and the Lord will reward you for being good to them.
v.26

Good people who don’t stand strong against evil are like springs that have been polluted or pools that 


have turned dirty and muddy.
v.28

A person without self-control is like a city with broken-down walls.
Chapter 26
Proverbs 26:28 "A lying tongue hates its victims, and flattering words cause ruin."
v.2

Don’t worry when someone curses you for no reason. Nothing bad will happen. Such words are like birds 


that fly past and never stop.
v.12

Do you see a person wise in their own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for them.
v.16

Lazy people consider themselves smarter than seven wise counselors.
v.17

Interfering in someone else’s argument is as foolish as yanking a dog’s ears.
v.18-19

Just as damaging as a madman shooting a deadly weapon is someone who lies to a friend and then 


says, “I was only joking.”
v.20

Fire goes out without wood, and quarrels disappear when gossip stops.
v.24-25

Evil people say things to make themselves look good, but they keep their evil plans a secret. What they 


say sounds good, but don’t trust them. They are full of evil ideas.
v.27

If you set a trap for others, you will get caught in it yourself. If you roll a boulder down on others, it will 


crush you instead.
v.28

Liars hate the people they hurt, and false praise can hurt people.
Chapter 27
Proverbs 27:1 "Never brag about what you will do in the future; you have no idea what tomorrow 


will bring."
v.2

Never praise yourself. Let others do it.
v.5

Open criticism is better than hidden love.
v.17

As one piece of iron sharpens another, so friends keep each other sharp.
v.18

People who take care of fig trees are allowed to eat the fruit. In the same way, people who take care of 


their masters will be rewarded.
v.19

Just as you can see your own face reflected in water, so your heart reflects the kind of person you are.
v.21

Fire tests the purity of silver and gold, but a person is tested by being praised.
Chapter 28
Proverbs 28:14 "Blessed is the one who always trembles before God, but whoever hardens their 


heart falls into trouble."
v.2

A lawless nation will have many bad leaders. But a smart leader will rule for a long time in a land where 


people obey the law.
v.5

Evil people don’t understand justice, but those who follow the Lord understand completely.
v.7

Young people who obey the law are wise; those with wild friends bring shame to their parents.
v.9

When people do not listen to God’s teachings, he does not listen to their prayers.
v.11

Rich people may think they are wise, but a poor person with discernment can see right through them.
v.13

People who conceal their sins will not prosper, but if they confess and turn from them, they will receive 


mercy.
v.25

Greed causes fighting; trusting the Lord leads to prosperity.
v.27

Whoever gives to the poor will lack nothing, but those who close their eyes to poverty will be cursed.


Chapter 29
Proverbs 29:18 "If a nation is not guided by God, the people will lose self-control, but the nation 


that obeys God’s law will be happy."
v.2

When the godly are in authority, the people rejoice. But when the wicked are in power, they groan.
v.7

The godly care about the rights of the poor; the wicked don’t care at all.
v.8

Mockers can get a whole town agitated, but the wise will calm anger.
v.11

Fools are quick to express their anger, but wise people are patient and control themselves.
v.15

Punishment and discipline can make children wise, but children who are never corrected will bring shame 

to their mother.
v.16

If the wicked are ruling the nation, sin will be everywhere, but those who live right will win in the end.
v.23

Pride ends in humiliation, while humility brings honor.
v.26

Many people want the friendship of a ruler, but the Lord is the only one who judges people fairly.
Section Six (Proverbs 30) - Sayings of Agur  

Chapter 30
Proverbs 30:5 "Every word of God proves true. He is a shield to all who come to him for 



protection."
v.1-4

A man declares his ignorance of God and asks who created the earth, seeking knowledge
v.5-6

The writer responds by saying God's Word is true and we should not add to it or we'll be proven a liar

v.7-9

The writer asks God to keep him from lies, and also to make him neither rich nor poor, so that he won't 


forget to trust God and he won't steal and dishonor God
v.10

A warning not to slander a worker to his employer or it will lead to cursing and suffering
v.11-14

A list to help us recognize the wicked

v.15-16

The depiction of greed and of four things never satisfied: the grave, the barren womb, the thirsty 



desert, the blazing fire 
v.17

Warning to those who mock their father and refuse to obey their mother
v.18-19

The man admits to four things he cannot understand: an eagle flying in the sky, a snake moving on a 


rock, a ship moving across the ocean, and a man in love with a woman
v.20

Warning that an adulteress never thinks she has done wrong

v.21-23

Four things causing trouble on earth: a slave who becomes a king, fools who have everything they need, 


a woman whose husband hated her but still married her, and a servant girl who becomes ruler over the 


woman she serves
v.24-28

Four things that are small but clever: ants who store up food; badgers who live in rocks; locusts who 


advance as an army; lizards who live in palaces
v.29-31

Four stately animals: a mighty lion; a strutting rooster; a billy goat; and a king with his army

v.32-33

Warning to cover your mouth in shame if you have been foolish; and a reminder that stirring up anger 


surely causes strife

Section Seven (Proverbs 31:1-9) - Sayings of King Lemuel  

v.1-3

A warning from a mother to her son (destined to be king): to not waste his strength on women and those 


who would destroy kings
v.4-5

A warning not to drink wine or beer so he may not forget the law and not give justice to the oppressed
v.6-7

Wine and beer are for those who are dying or without hope so they may forget their trouble and distress

v.8-9

A reminder to speak up for those who cannot do so for themselves, and defend the rights of the poor and 


needy
Section Eight (Proverbs 31:10-31) - Epilogue on the Wife of Noble Character  

Chapter 31
Proverbs 31:30 "Grace and beauty can fool you, but a woman who respects the Lord should be 


praised."
v.10-12

A wife who is honest and honorable is worth more than jewels and is trusted by her husband
v.13-15

She gets up early and works hard, always providing well for her family
v.16-19

She works hard all day long and is a clever businesswoman, making sure her family profits

v.20-24

She gives to the poor and helps the needy, and makes sure her family has warm clothes for winter. Her 


husband is well-respected in the community
v.25-27

She is strong and has dignity; she is not afraid of the future. She is wise and teaches with kindness; she 


oversees her household, and is never lazy

v.28-29

Her children say good things about her and her husband praises her saying she is the best wife of all

v.30-31

A woman who fears the Lord should be praised and receive the reward she deserves

