Outline of the Book of Romans
written by Shirley Davis

This was written by Paul to Roman Christians and lays out in detail the plan of Salvation. The first eleven chapters discuss salvation and address many arguments, and the remaining five chapters contain practical encouragement in the Christian walk and service. For this reason, the Book of Romans is often referred to as the "Roman road to salvation". Here are some notes on key points, and suggested memory verses regarding salvation:

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Chapter 1
Romans 1:16 "For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings 


salvation to everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile"
v.1-13

Paul's greetings and desire to visit the Christians in Rome. The Gospel is for ALL who believe.
v.14-17

As Christians we are called to share the Gospel with everyone, whatever their race, and “to the wise and 


foolish alike”! No exceptions because God alone judges the heart and mind of others. We’re not ashamed 

because we believe in the saving power of God and the call to live a righteous life.
v. 18-32 
Describes the case of those who refuse to respect and obey God, and includes clear lists of ungodly 


conduct to identify unbelievers.
Chapter 2
Romans 2:13 "For it is not those who hear the law who are righteous in God’s sight, but it is those 

who obey the law who will be declared righteous."
v.1-5 

We must not judge others, but be sure we repent of any of OUR wrongdoing.

v.6-16 

God will judge us all according to what we have done. If we have learned of God’s Word and his law then 


we should obey it and we will be judged accordingly. Those who have not heard God’s Word and don’t 


know His law still have their conscience (heart) to guide them, and since God alone knows the true 


intents of their heart, He will judge them also.
v.17-29 
No-one, even the Jews, should boast and presume that he/she is obedient to all God’s laws. Our 



salvation is not based on a physical sign (circumcision) or what race we are (Jewish or Gentile) or what 


high position we may hold (teacher or preacher). We will still all be judged by God according to what we 


do and our reasons for doing it.
Chapter 3
Romans 3:23 "All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God"
v.1-9

The Jews were the ones whom God first taught and gave His law to, but they are not preferred or better 


than non-Jews (Gentiles) – everyone has sinned.

v.10-20

Paul quotes verses from several Psalms to show that everyone has sinned.
v.21-31 
God made a way for everyone to be made righteous through the punishment and death of His Son, Jesus 

– all who believe that and repent are forgiven and made righteous by FAITH (believing it because God’s 


Word says so).
Chapter 4 
Romans 4:25 "He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 



justification."
v.1-8

The example of Abraham whose faith was credited to him by God as righteousness, and not his works.
v.9-12

Explanation that the righteousness is not dependant on circumcision.

v.13-17

Explanation that righteousness is not through the law but through faith.  
v.18-22 
Abraham's faith - he continued to believe God’s promises to him even though it was “impossible”
Chapter 5 
Romans 5:8 "But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 


died for us"
v.1-5

Suffering produces perseverance, character, and hope through God's love and the Holy Spirit.
v.6-11

Christ died for us while we were still ungodly so we could be reconciled to God.

v. 12-21
Explanation of how sin/death came through one man - Adam; and salvation/life came through one man - 


Jesus.

Chapter 6 
Romans 6:23 "For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus, our 


Lord"
v.1-10

Importance of understanding the significance of baptism and the “death” of our sinful nature so we can 


live for Jesus.

v.11-14

We have power over sin in our bodies.

v.15-23 
Who do we follow? Are we slaves to sin or to righteousness? It’s OUR choice every day!

Chapter 7
Romans 7:4 "In the same way, my brothers and sisters, your old selves died and you became free 


from the law through the body of Christ. Now you belong to someone else. You belong to the one 


who was raised from death. We belong to Christ so that we can be used in service to God." (ERV)
v.1-6 

Gives more illustrations to understand being set free from the laws of the past by death – both sin and 


natural laws.

v.7-13

The law helps us to identify sin.

v.14-25 
The constant struggle between our spiritual man and our sinful nature can only be won through Christ’s 


help.

Chapter 8 
Romans 8:28 "And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who 


have been called according to his purpose" 

v.1-4

As we choose to follow the Spirit instead of our sinful nature, we are no longer condemned, Christ’s spirit 


lives in us.

v.5-8

Those who live according to their sinful nature cannot please God.
v.9-17

If the Spirit of Christ lives in us, we can choose to be led by that Spirit and so become children of God.
v.18-25 
The whole of creation has been waiting for men to reach this point (of following the Spirit instead of our 


sinful nature) as it has been the hope and purpose from the beginning since the Fall.

v.26-27

The Holy Spirit helps us in our weaknesses and when we don’t know how to pray. As we pray in the 


Spirit, God knows our hearts.

v.28

Key verse of encouragement and God’s promise that becomes true for us as we continue to choose to 


follow the Spirit
v.29-30 
God did not just choose some people and not others. He wants EVERYONE to reach this point and follow 

the Spirit rather than our own sinful nature, but He has given us all FREE CHOICE. But because He 


knows EVERYTHING, including the future, He knows WHAT each of us will choose.
v.31-39

The incredible power and encouragement that comes from knowing that we are in Christ and chosen by 


God - and nothing can separate us from God's love! (It would be good to memorize many of these 


verses!)
Chapter 9 
Romans 9:8 "In other words, it is not the children by physical descent who are God’s children, but 

it is the children of the promise who are regarded as Abraham’s offspring."
v.1-18

Paul reminds us that God's plan for the Jewish people passed through their forefathers who were faithful - 

not just those who were born into the family. God knows the choices we will make and who will be faithful.  

v.19-24

God knows His faithful people will be from both Jewish and Gentile backgrounds.
v.25-29

Paul quotes prophets Hosea and Isaiah.

v.30-33

Paul is saddened by the fact that the Jews did not understand – God gave them and taught them
so 


much yet they still did not have spiritual faith, but instead focused on just working to obey the laws. 
Chapter 10
Romans 10:9-10 "That if you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart 


that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is with your heart that you believe and 

are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved."
v.1-13 

Paul pleads for the Gospel to be carried to the Jews. He goes on to explain that salvation is by faith and 


for everyone, whether Jew or Gentile.

v.14-15

The famous passage calling for believers to either go out as missionaries to preach to the lost, or be 


those that send missionaries. 

v.16-21

Paul quotes the prophets again showing that still many Jews seem not to understand.
Chapter 11  
Romans 11:29 "God never changes his mind about the people he calls. He never decides to take 


back the blessings he has given them." (ERV)
v.1-6

Paul reminds us that there has always been a remnant (a few people) who remained faithful among the 


Jewish people.

v.7-10

He again quotes scriptures to show that those who are not faithful become hardened to God.

v.11-16

Paul confirms his ministry is to the Gentiles and he hopes it will arouse the Jews to better understand.

v.17-24

Paul warns the Gentiles not to be arrogant but always realize that if they also become unfaithful, God can 


also reject them. The example of grafted olive branches.

v.25-36

Paul looks forward to the time when all Jews will be saved.
Chapter 12 
Romans 12:21 "Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good."
v.1-2

The call to not be conformed to this world but be transformed by the renewing of our mind.


v.3-5 

Encouragement to serve God with the gifts and talents He has given us, but also to recognize that we 


are just one part of the Body of Christ – and all the parts, though different, are important and necessary.

v.6-8

A list of spiritual gifts.
v.9-21 

Clear teaching on how to live a Christian life.

Chapter 13
Romans 13:14 "Rather, clothe yourselves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and do not think about how 


to gratify the desires of the flesh."
v.1-7 

Reminder to submit to authority and respect the government, believing God is in control.

v.8-14 

Reminders of the commandments and importance of love; and encouragement to live a godly life.
Chapter 14 
Romans 14:17 "For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking, but of 



righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit"
v.1-8

Important teaching on consideration of one another, especially when we have different beliefs. 

v.9-13

Reminder not to judge our brothers in Christ as we will all give account for ourselves before God.

v.14-23

Discussion about not causing others to stumble over small doctrinal differences. 
Chapter 15 
Romans 15:4 " For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through 


the endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope
v.1-7

Encouragements in unity and brotherly love.

v.8-13

Paul again quotes scriptures that show God seeks to include the Gentiles in His people.

v.14-22

Paul talks of his ministry to the Gentiles.

v.23-33

He talks of his plan to visit Rome. 

Chapter 16 
Romans 16:19 "Everyone has heard that you obey God. So you have filled me with joy. I want you 


to be wise about what is good. And I want you to have nothing to do with what is evil." (NIRV)
v.1-16

Greetings to individuals and personal details of many.

v.17-19

A warning about those who cause divisions and are self-seeking.

v.20-27

Final greetings and farewell prayer. 
