Special teachings and events for children about Missions
by Shirley Davis

www.imofinc.org

In this 21st century, as we hear more and more news and information about other nations all around the world, and in fact we are able to actually meet up with or communicate directly with people from other cultures, it is very important that we teach our children to get personally involved with Missions from an early age. The Bible encourages us to befriend and welcome strangers, especially from foreign lands, and of course Jesus commands all his followers to "preach the Good News of the Gospel to everyone". For many years I have used a variety of games, skits and activities to teach children about Missions, so here are some suggestions that are tried and tested to both help children understand better about other cultures, and also become personally involved in the Great Commission.
A. For church groups with missionary contacts
1) Preparation

Teachings could take the form of special weekly meetings during summer school vacation, or monthly meetings that focus on missions. If your church already has some missionary contacts, they could be contacted to share information about their own family and ministry, as well as the country and culture in which they are serving. Some may already be known to the children, and I can assure you that most likely they will appreciate being asked to share about their work! Details such as:


what school is like there



the average home and family situation




common everyday foods




the religious practices there, culture differences and why the Gospel is needed there




language difficulties and other common problems they face .......all these can be interesting to the children, along with helping them better appreciate their own situation!

Additional information and illustrations can be prepared such as photos of the missionaries and their work; a world map and flag of the country; magazine pictures of the country; possibly a sample of a common food or meal for the children to taste (even if it is just a bowl of rice as the daily meal). Perhaps the missionaries have a short story or two they could share in a letter...
Of course this needs study and preparation but such activities are very valuable in strengthening the vital relationships between churches and the missionaries they support. We also have some valuable resources available for free download from our website http://www.imofinc.org/Download3.php in the form of our World Kids PAL Pages that each focus on a different country, sharing interesting facts, true testimonies and puzzles for kids.
2) Lesson format
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Prepare a simple "passport" for each child to use, which can be stamped or have the name of the country written in it each week. Children can line up at the door, to pass through "Immigration" first and then "Customs" where they are asked questions about things they might be bringing into the country that are prohibited (such as drugs, guns, certain seeds or fruit/vegetables....)
If possible, the room could be decorated with posters and native souvenirs, and the typical clothing of the country could be worn by the teacher who welcomes the children. As the facts and stories are shared, along with illustrations, the children are allowed to ask questions and discuss the life and challenges the missionaries face.
A memory verse can be taught with the aid of puppets or an activity (see suggestions following).
The children can each color a picture of the nation's flag, and then they could each write a letter or draw a picture to be sent to the missionary family or a specific member of it. Another suggestion is for all the children to share in making a big poster that can be sent to the children or a Sunday School class where the missionary ministers - a group photo of all the children could also be included.
If the missionary family is due to return soon to the church, or a group from the church due to visit them on the field, the children can be encouraged to bring small lightweight gifts to make up a "care package" to be given to the missionary family. Simple items such as bandaids, gum, sunscreen, pens, flavored powdered drink mixes, dried food mixes like macaroni cheese or spaghetti sauce ......all these can be hard to find on the mission field and so be greatly appreciated.

B. For children's clubs or groups without missionary contacts
Even on the mission field itself, or in developing countries overseas, there is still a need for children to learn more about life in other parts of the world, and so here we want to consider those children's ministry groups such as held in homes or in schools or orphanages. In such cases there are often limited resources or the large number of children also presents a challenge. 
1) Preparation

It might be good to consider focusing on any countries that the children have already had contact with - for example, if there is a local industry that is run by a foreign organization, it might be helpful for the children (and even others in the community!) to learn more about that country. There may be a local foreign restaurant in town, in which case you could talk with the owners to learn more information as you prepare - this would also be a great way to reach out to such newcomers to your country! Also the children may be especially aware of certain countries because of a major news or sporting event, or a popular movie or musical group - therefore they will already have an interest to learn more.
Another way to decide which countries to focus on is to choose a country which has a different predominant religion. Any missionary wanting to share the Gospel in a foreign land needs to have a basic understanding of the different religious beliefs and practices that he/she is likely to encounter - and be prepared to discuss the biblical reasons that teach against those that are unacceptable to God. Even children raised in Christian homes need to be aware of what other religions teach, and the legalism or superstition that can so often lead to bondage. We already have a detailed illustrated lesson that teaches children in a simple way about the main world religions: Animists; Islam; Hinduism; Buddhism; Communism; and Judaism. "Teaching on World Religions" - download it from our website http://www.imofinc.org/subpage20.php You could use the lesson as suggested, or use the information from it to help you prepare your own lessons.
Once again, you may also find helpful the World Kids PAL Pages (as mentioned above in A) which have lots of fascinating information on 33 different countries, especially for kids.

Once you have prepared your lesson on each country, try to find ways to illustrate it - maybe you can show its location on a world map and its flag; perhaps you can find pictures in books or magazines, or show some typical items of clothing or food from that country.

2) Lesson format

If you are holding the meetings outdoors or in a class room each week or month, you may be able to prepare by adding some simple decorations to help the children picture the featured country; maybe the teacher could be dressed in the typical clothing of the country and large pictures drawn of famous buildings. For example, for France the teacher could wear a beret, beside a picture of the Eiffel Tower and the French flag; for India, she could wear a type of sari beside a picture of the Taj Mahal and a map of India. (Such props need not be complicated, just so as they help the children guess which country will be discussed.)
As information is shared about the country, a few pictures could be passed around or held up for all to see. If possible, share a true story about someone (especially a child) in that country to illustrate everyday life there. Again, the most important thing is to get the children involved in asking questions or making comments. If they are slow to do so, ask specific questions of some of those who are less shy, to get them started.

If possible allow each child to color a picture of the country's flag; or if this is impractical, make a small colored flag with the name of the country on the back and distribute one to each child at the end. You could instruct the children to keep them safe and at the end of the series of teachings, promise to give a reward to every child who can rightly identify each flag. If you teach a memory verse each week, you can also give a reward to all who correctly quote all the memory verses.
C. Ideas for special events to encourage involvement in Missions
Special events often take a lot of planning and preparation but can be invaluable in making a memorable impact on a church or group of children - or even on a community! Here are some that have been found to be very successful using the theme of Missions.
1) Trunk or Treat

As a Christian alternative to a Halloween party here in the USA, my daughter, Anna, organized church members to decorate the trunks of their cars with the focus of each being on a different country. An attendant beside each car then explained about that country to the children as they came by, and gave them candy. At 5-10 minute intervals a horn was sounded so that the group of children at each car then moved on to the next car. Each child was given a "passport" (as pictured in A) which was stamped with the name of the country as they visited each car. Children who visited every car by the end of the event received an additional prize.
2) Mission Fair

You can plan a special day with many different events teaching about missions, including games, races, puppet skits, videos, songs etc. One very popular activity to include is a “Miss World Beauty Pageant”. You can prepare a simple colored sash for each of about half a dozen contestants (picking suitable volunteers from girls who attend regularly). Put the name of a country on each sash and prepare a short paragraph telling about the life in that country (with special focus on the religion practiced there). Then the announcer pretends to interview each contestant, asking her to tell about her country. She then answers by reading aloud clearly the paragraph from an index card or small piece of paper. This is a great way to hold the attention of all the children while they are taught important facts about other religions. Examples of some countries to use are: Saudi Arabia (Islam); India (Hinduism); Myanmar (Buddhism); North Korea (Communism); Israel (Judaism); Togo (African animist religion); USA (materialism). (For full details and facts check out our website as mentioned above in B)
3) Care packages
Plan a special meeting about 6 weeks before Christmas, Easter or a special mission trip. Give everyone basic information about the missionary family or overseas ministry that is to be supported - showing photos, illustrations of the country and culture, and especially focusing on the needs and problems of daily life there. You could possibly share details of how the Christian holiday is celebrated (or NOT celebrated) in that particular culture. Encourage a "brain-storming session" for suggestions of small everyday items and gifts that would be appreciated (see the list at the end of section A), and ask for volunteers to pledge to bring such items within the following week to fill a care package to be sent to the foreign missionaries. Then take up a special offering to help pay to mail the package. Pass around sheets of paper for individuals to write a short note (children can draw a picture) or greetings cards for people to sign. Take a group photo of everyone to include in the package. Send the package by airmail allowing several weeks for delivery before the holiday.

4) Boot camp
This is a great way for teenagers or older children to actually experience challenges of the mission field without actually leaving their hometown! If camping facilities are available it could be planned for a weekend, otherwise a full day event should be planned. The purpose is to have many different activities throughout the day, each of which presents a different aspect of genuine challenges experienced on the mission field - the tougher the better! 
Arrival - Upon arrival each participant must pass through "Immigration" (where they are registered and receive a name tag); and "Customs" where "contraband" items are confiscated until departure - such as watches, MP3 players and cell phones, so that there are no outside distractions or awareness of time or schedule. 

Meals - With an early start such as 7.00 am, three meals can be provided, being representative of three different cultures, although the meals should be very simple and examples of what the POOR people actually eat on a daily basis. 
Examples: 
Breakfast - plain bread with jam, black coffee (Argentina) 



Lunch - refried beans, chili sauce and tortillas, banana, lemonade (Mexico) 


Supper - curried vegetables and rice, mango, hot tea (India) 
Teachings - Short teaching sessions (15-20 minutes) could be periodically given throughout the day, followed by time for open discussion. Suggestions for topics include: 

a) Missions: history and change (how there are changes with new technology; emphasis on training native church leaders and providing ministry resources to develop national churches and ministries)


b) What the Bible says about missions.


c) Mission facts around the world in 2013 (useful websites are www.geohive.com and www.operationworld.org)

d) Missions: the calling, but which ministry? (looking at the many varied ways Christians can now help on the mission field)  


e) World religions and their influence on everyday life and culture (helpful websites include the following: http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/ and www.adherents.com/Religions_By_Adherents.html ) 
Testimonies - Short sessions where special guests briefly share personal stories from the mission field (with humorous stories of culture shock). Stories can also be read from missionary letters, books or reputable websites such as www.worldrace.org. 
Activities - Various games and group sessions that present cultural differences and experiences that may be encountered on the mission field. Here are some suggestions: 

a) Underground Meeting - At a suitable time such as just before or after a meal, each participant is given a coded message (such as written in reverse or without vowels) that gives directions to one of several designated hiding places. They must read it in secret, and then individually slip away unseen from the group and make their way to that place, where they will meet up with 3 or 4 others. Each group will then look up a specific verse in the bible they find there (see following list of suggestions), quietly discuss and memorize it, and then return stealthily to the main camp area. If other adults are available they can "patrol" and "capture" anyone they come across outside the main camp area. When everyone has returned, the leader explains about how underground churches operate because of persecution in many countries. Then he/she names a person from each group, who must then recite that group's memory verse. If it is incorrect, another group member is given the opportunity.

b) Map Quest - Participants take turns picking a slip of paper with the name of a country written on it, then they must locate the country correctly on a large world map within 10 seconds. Can be done in teams, and points awarded to individual team members - up to 10 points according to speed of successful identification (e.g. if done in 3 seconds, 7 points; if done in 6 seconds, 4 points...)

c) Commitment Chest - Periodically at group sessions, participants pick a card from a box, each of which has a short true testimony of a young person's commitment to serve the Lord in a foreign country. The card is read out to everyone to promote discussion. (Use stories from missionary letters and reputable websites like www.persecution.com and http://www.crossroad.to/Persecution/stories/contents.html )

d) Bug Surprises - During meals or sessions when everyone is gathered together, hide a plastic bug or picture of a certain animal so that a participant suddenly discovers it (such as in a cup or in a chair). Once the "bug surprise" is found, it can be brought forward and exchanged for a slip of paper which is read out to everyone about a corresponding bug that is dangerous and found in foreign lands. Here are some examples: Worm - the Guinea worm (found in Africa) grows up to four feet long in leg tissue, with head poking out of a blister - must be gradually pulled out little by little every day; Mosquito - over one million people around the world die every year from mosquito borne diseases, most commonly malaria, yellow fever and dengue fever; Scorpion - different colors and sizes are found all over the world, many are painful or even deadly and often the smaller kinds are most dangerous; Spider - a South American tarantula can be as big as your hand and attack and eat birds, but some of the smallest spiders like the black widow can actually kill humans; Fly - the human botfly in Mexico and Central America lays its eggs on a warm, moist part of the human body, then they hatch into maggots which burrow under the skin, often causing horrible problems.   


e) Around the World Race - A course is set up with 5 or 6 stations, each of which has a pile of a certain type of clothing (one for each team or individual participant). Examples are: cowboy boots (Argentina); grass skirt (Fiji); sombrero (Mexico); winter gloves (Russia); keffiyeh (Arab cotton headdress - Saudi Arabia); sari (India). Participants must race around the course, stopping to put on each article of clothing at each station. The winner is the one who first reaches the finish line still dressed in all the items of clothing.  
Memory Verses on Missions 

(New International Version or New Living Translation*)

Matthew 28:19

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 



the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
Mark 16:15

And then he told them, “Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone.*
Acts 1:8

"But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in 



Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
Matthew 24:14

And the Good News about the Kingdom will be preached throughout the whole world, so that all 



nations will hear it; and then the end will come.*
John 14:6

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 



through me."
Romans 10:12-15
For there is no difference between Jew and Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly 



blesses all who call on him, for, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”



How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the 



one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 



And how can anyone preach unless they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of 



those who bring good news!”
Psalm 22:27

The whole earth will acknowledge the Lord and return to him. All the families of the nations will 



bow down before him.*
Psalm 96:3

Publish his glorious deeds among the nations. Tell everyone about the amazing things he does.* 

Daniel 7:14

He was given authority, honor, and sovereignty over all the nations of the world, so that people of 



every race and nation and language would obey him. His rule is eternal—it will never end. His 



kingdom will never be destroyed.*

Isaiah 45:22

Let all the world look to me for salvation! For I am God; there is no other.*

Philippians 2:9-11
Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every 



name, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the 



earth, and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Revelation 15:4

Who will not fear you, Lord, and bring glory to your name? For you alone are holy. All nations will 



come and worship before you, for your righteous acts have been revealed.

Suggested activities to teach memory verses

1) Vanishing verse - 
The memory verse is written on a board before the group, and everyone recites the verse reading 


from the board. As they continue to keep reciting it, random words are gradually covered or 



removed until the children can recite the verse correctly with no words showing.

2) Beanbag toss -
Using a beanbag (small bag filled with beans or rice - better than a ball as it does not roll away) 



the children stand in a circle and as the beanbag is tossed from one child randomly to another, 



each child catching the beanbag must recite the next word of the memory verse. If the word is 



incorrect, they must step inside the circle.

3) Group poster - 
Choose small children to each hold up a large piece of paper with one of the words of the 



memory verse written clearly on it. The remaining children then have to try to arrange them in a 



straight line with the words of the verse in the correct order. 

4) Scrambled verse -
Write each word of the verse on a separate card, then mix up all the cards on the floor in front of 



everyone. This can be played in teams simultaneously or with each team timed using a stopwatch 


or instead the rest of the children can sing a particular song while each team tries to unscramble 



the words of the verse before the song finishes.
  

