                                                             Suggestions for a LARGE children's campaign 






       by Shirley Davis                                        

When planning a special children's campaign for about 1,000 children, much depends of course on the following factors:

1) what is your main goal? - 
if the children mostly have NOT heard the Gospel before (in which case the emphasis will be on evangelism and teaching new Bible truths), 
or if they mostly DO attend church (in which case although you want to cover salvation the main emphasis might be instead upon helping them grow in their faith, and remembering Bible stories)

2) the size of your team - 
whether you will have to do most of the teaching yourself with just a few committed people to help you with drama skits and ministry etc, 
or whether you will be helped by a trained and committed team with experience, thereby being able to delegate some of the teaching sessions and having a drama team trained to present the skits. 

3) if you have a plan to follow-up afterwards with the children - 
are specific churches involved that will be responsible for continuing contact and support of the children?
or will you just be going into the area on that one occasion for the special children's camp? - in which case I believe it is very important that each child receive some small book of bible verses or bible stories to help them continue in their faith.


Obviously each culture is very distinct in its traditions and ways, so without going into the details of these various scenarios, here are just a few points I thought worth mentioning:
a) Good planning and organization
I always feel with such large events that sometimes it is easy to lose focus on what is the MAIN goal of the day and instead get caught up in all the "busyness". Often much money is spent on the decorations, food, elaborate puppet shows and so on, yet the actual ministry and biblical teaching may be very limited. With such special events, I am always very conscious of the wonderful opportunity we have to share the Word with children we would otherwise not meet, and so EVERY minute is important and should not be wasted. We never know what the home life is like for these children, and whether or not they will ever get another chance to hear the Gospel, so I believe we must use every moment possible to encourage them of God's love and teach them His Word so that it may guide them through life.

Once you establish whether the goal is evangelistic or to increase the bible knowledge and faith of the children, it is good to decide on a main theme - for example "moral values" or "following Jesus". Choose 3 or 4 suitable scripture verses for the children to learn, and several parables or bible stories that are also related to the theme. These can then be taught and illustrated with a variety of methods throughout the day to reinforce the teaching.


b) Schedule
With so many children you are obviously limited to keeping them sat down in one place for most of the day. But being children they will need to move about and talk! My suggestion is to break up the teaching and ministry sessions into several short periods, interspersed with games and drama skits during which times the children can be less restrained and are able to cheer for their team or make comments to one another. Allow plenty of time for children to be moved from one area to another (such as for lunch and bathrooms), but this time can be used productively if the person in charge of each group of children leads them in singing songs or repeating memory verses as they wait their turn or are walking in line. This also enables you to limit the time for organized praise and worship to maybe just 15 minutes per session, allowing everyone to get settled in place before the teaching begins. Children can be encouraged to sing more songs and praises to God as they travel to and from the meeting.

c) Games
To encourage the children's participation and maintain their interest, I suggest having team games (such as races and quizzes) throughout the day which are held "on stage" so that all can see. Points can be awarded to the winning "teams" - and children are divided into four teams according to their sex and where they are sitting (whether in the right or left halves of the seating area). Therefore you have the following teams:
boys on the left
boys on the right
girls on the left
girls on the right

For each game, race or quiz, a specific age is chosen (such as 7 year olds, or 10 year olds etc - giving all age groups a chance at one game or quiz) and four teams are picked from volunteers in the appropriate section of the audience. Winning teams get points such as 100 points for 1st place, 50 points for 2nd, 30 points for 3rd, and 10 points for 4th. Then a giant scoreboard is kept updated throughout the day until the winning "team" is announced at the end. This way all the children feel included although each volunteer can only be picked to participate once.

If children are to be moved from the area during the day, such as for lunch, they should be moved in sections so that those going to eat will later return to sit in the same place. Also those remaining and waiting for their turn to eat can be entertained or ministered to in their seats. (You could actually present a Bible quiz to the waiting group since they represent two teams, one of boys and one of girls). Although this involves a lot more planning and organization (appointing group leaders to be responsible for groups of say, 50 children each) it means the time is used wisely and the children are much better supervised and kept busy - therefore avoiding problems and maintaining better control.

d) Resources
On our website www.imofinc.org we have a number of ideas you might want to consider:

PEDRO'S PARTY is actually an evangelistic campaign that is broken down into puppet skits and people skits, although you could use actors instead of the puppets. It explains the story of Jesus and leads up to an invitation for salvation. I would suggest that you change the names from Mexican to ones that make it more relevant to your country, and also possibly make other small cultural changes for the same reason.

The PRODIGAL SON and SHEEP AND GOATS skits are also good and easy to perform - again I would make cultural changes to the Prodigal Son story and use names that relate to your area. Other parables such as the Good Samaritan, the Sower, the Workers in the Vineyard, and the Two Builders (House on the Rock) are also easy to act out with helpers who can act. I would always make small changes to adapt for culture so that the children can more easily relate to the story - after all, that is what a parable is all about! 

BIBLE-BASED RACES include several that are exciting for the children to participate in or watch, and can be used as a type of object lesson to reinforce the Christian teaching point briefly taught after each one.

BIBLE OLYMPICS include several quizzes and games that might be good for the older teams if most children already attend church.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL "Let's Follow Jesus" is actually set up for two age groups, and taught over 5 days, but the theme is evangelistic and includes some ideas that might be helpful. 

GODLY BEAUTY PAGEANT is great for teaching girls about godly women of the Bible.  
.
