Thoughts on cross cultures 3 - Lack of preparation
by Shirley Davis


Sadly we know of so many American missionaries who had great hopes and plans when they went to a foreign land, yet were not truly prepared spiritually for the commitment. This can lead to heartbreak, doubting God, and financial loss, as well as disastrous effects on the local people they work with so briefly. One story illustrates this particularly well. For several years we had known about a beautiful building just outside the town where we were in Mexico - some Americans had bought it for an orphanage and after years of paperwork and planning, had finally located an American couple who were eager to run it. They had been on staff at a large church that had experienced a revival of national recognition, and felt strongly "called" to the mission field in Mexico. They sold their house, quit their jobs, and moved with their three children and an advance of three months salary to start the orphanage. 

We offered to meet them and show them around town, help them get a post office box and bank account etc. We found them full of zeal - but sadly they couldn't speak a word of Spanish and had never stepped foot outside the US before!! When it was discovered they would not be able to get a phone line (or Internet) to the orphanage, they came to our house to send e-mails - which they spent several hours on while their children ran around our house and office, and requested snacks and drinks! Our hearts were saddened as we saw how totally unprepared they were to MINISTER to anyone in Mexico, least of all small children! 

About 10 days after their arrival, we went to check our e-mails early one morning and were amazed to find one from that family! They said: "We are sending this from Florida, as we realize we are NOT called to be missionaries in Mexico after all...." As we study the Bible to understand God's plan for our lives, we come across many scriptures that encourage us to be patient, withstand trials and testing, persevere and wait on the Lord as He develops our ministry. If our zeal and eagerness are truly from God, they will NOT wane, but grow stronger and be more confirmed as time passes.
