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Through the years, we have always believed and respected that EACH and EVERY Christian is an important part of the Body of Christ, and therefore we can learn from everyone. Also, as we each do our best to carry out the purpose that God has for us individually, we will be able to accomplish great things as we work together. However, especially after we went on the mission field, it sadly became apparent that not everyone feels this way! Knowing very few other missionaries ourselves, if we happened to meet up with some visiting Americans in rural Mexico (usually involved in missions in some way!), we automatically embraced them as friends with a common cause! However we were often shocked to find that they were very UNFRIENDLY - even at times viewing us as "competition"! (As though there's not enough unsaved people, or people needing ministry, to go around!). 

We even know of several instances where a more established missionary "fired" a newer missionary because he didn't like the way things were being changed; and one established missionary threatened a local evangelist who was thinking of starting a church there, and told him to "go and find his own village"!! It is a sad reality, but just as in any church body there are little dramas from time to time as individuals wrestle the eternal battle between the flesh and the Spirit, the mission field and cross-cultural ministry also have their share of sad (even shameful) episodes. We do not want to dwell on them, only encourage others to persevere, forgive and seek the Lord, who truly has the answer for every situation!
