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We recognize that accountability is very important in the church and with missions, and believe that honest records should be kept of all financial dealings. However we've seen a trend in many churches and ministries of paying particular attention to numbers and accomplishments as "proof" of the effectiveness of a ministry. Great emphasis is placed on reports of: HOW MANY SALVATIONS were at an evangelistic meeting (surely only GOD knows which hearts have been changed!); HOW MANY BIBLES AND TRACTS were distributed; HOW MANY CHURCH BUILDINGS OR ORPHANAGES were built, and so on. It is as though American Christians who give to missions need to see some concrete proof that their money was well spent! Photos and details of these accomplishments are often exhibited on the wall of the church like trophies. 

Whatever happened to just recognizing the calling of a missionary and sending him out with support to do as the Lord leads? Not all missionaries are called to build churches - in fact in many countries the Church meets in homes (think of the money THAT saves!). Everyone cares about orphaned children, but in many countries orphanages as such are impractical, and instead, children can be cared for better in other ways, such as in local homes, if the local church can handle the responsibility of giving support. Today the Lord is calling many missionaries and local ministers to a new type of ministry - if God touches our hearts to help, do we have to have "proof" of success before we will give to support it?
