Understanding the work of the Holy Spirit
By Shirley Davis
After I had received the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and begun to learn more about it in a church here, it was still about 10 years before I really started to understand how to depend on the Holy Spirit as my real Guide, Comforter, Teacher and Counselor. I even went to many conferences where they taught about the power of the Holy Spirit and gave many testimonies and the Holy Spirit performed miracles. But it was only when I was teaching a class of children in depth about it and I began to study to better understand for myself so that I could explain it to them in simple terms (and also be prepared to answer their questions!) that it became clear to me.

 

I realized that Jesus talks of the Holy Spirit as a PERSON - and actually calls him the Comforter!! Now I found THAT hard to believe! How could a spirit really comfort me when I was feeling very hurt, alone and disappointed? As a woman, my idea of being comforted is to have someone put their arms around me, hold me and tell me everything will be alright!! A spirit can't do THAT! But if Jesus said it, then it MUST be true! I spent a lot of time thinking about it all and finally decided that I must start thinking of the Holy Spirit as an actual person - someone there with me all the time to talk with, answer my questions, show me the way and help (yes, even COMFORT!) me. As I read again and again through John chapters 14-16 I realized that Jesus loved his disciples so much and he really knew how hurt and frightened they would be when he left. But he knew that it was all part of God's plan and that in fact from then on it would be the HOLY SPIRIT who would be their friend and their guide, just as HE had been. 

 

As I read and learned what the different JOBS of the Holy Spirit are, I began to realize that it is just like the Salvation that Jesus offers us - it is up to us whether or not we receive it and put it to use in our lives. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is not something that comes on us and takes total control of our lives - it is a gift that makes God's power and knowledge and blessing available to us - just as it was through Jesus when he walked along with the disciples. We may receive it as a gift one day, but until we open it, learn about it and start to use it every day, it doesn't really help us much!! 

 

If I had forgotten where something is in the Bible, slowly I began to remember to ask the Holy Spirit to remind me of where it is (John 14:26). Or if I wasn't sure about a person or situation, I would remember to ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to me the truth (John 16:13) before I made up my mind about getting involved. Sure enough, sooner or later, something would happen or I would notice something the person said that revealed his/her true character, and I would know without a doubt what to do!

 

Sometimes it takes time, but the Holy Spirit has NEVER let me down when I've done this. I think of the Holy Spirit as being a person right there with me to ask or be guided by and truly he does respond. When I have thought and thought for days and tried to find an answer to a problem, I suddenly remember to ask him, and after doing so I go on about my business as if I had asked my husband Gerald and was still waiting for an answer. (Actually Gerald is a lot like God in that respect - he often takes AGES to make a decision!!!) Then suddenly I just KNOW what to do - the Holy Spirit has shown me the answer! And even when I'm really down and disappointed (and even Gerald doesn't understand why!) if I remember to ask the Holy Spirit to comfort me - soon I find myself getting involved in something else, or I suddenly see something from a different point of view and I start feeling better about it all. It is truly amazing!!

 

I encourage you to really focus on studying more about the Holy Spirit in this way. It is only by developing this personal relationship with God through the Holy Spirit's presence in our lives every minute that we CAN survive the many trials and troubles that affect us with other people or situations. It is the only way we can get true peace (John 16:33) and so be able to continue to serve Jesus, even when our own family and those we love let us down. I pray you will also start to experience this and be able to enjoy a more stable peace in your daily life. 

 

