UNVEILING ISLAM - Understanding the religion and its followers

1. What do all these people have in common?
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Amish, Pope, Indian Church, Virgin of Guadalupe, Newsboys, Greek Orthodox priest - All are Christians. 
Very different lives and sometimes beliefs but all believe in Jesus, Bible and try to follow God.  Story of Argentina/Uruguay – Christians drinking and smoking accepted differently. One of first missionaries who visited us to attend CFN in Dallas was from Indonesia – we shared meal of pork with him only to later learn eating pork was against his beliefs. Must be careful when thinking of other religions, to remember that Christianity is NOT just what we know personally in the USA. BUT basically two kinds of people in world – lost and saved. 
What are we supposed to do about that? Jesus and the Bible teach us NOT to hate those who are lost, and that we cannot force them to be saved, just share the Gospel (Jesus) with them and encourage them to trust God. Many Christians are NOMINAL and really don’t know Jesus as Savior and Lord. 
2. What do all THESE people have in common?
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American woman, Women in front of a gold store in Dubai, Indonesians, Girls studying, Osama Bin Laden, Girls – All are Muslims 
Also different cultures and beliefs. Many Muslims are also NOMINAL and really don’t follow or understand all the Islamic laws. But most Muslims also think of the world as having two sets of people – Muslims and infidels, and their Qur’an teaches them that the world belongs to Allah and all infidels must be subdued or killed.
3. What do you already know about Islam?
· Founder of Islam (Mohammed)

· Follower of Islam (Muslim)

· Name of God (Allah)

· Place of worship (mosque)

· Holy book (Qur’an) 

· Most holy city (Mecca)

· Religious leader (Imam)

4. Arabic writing
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From right to left, (back of book to front) – written in English phonetically so
may have different spellings e.g. Qur’an and Koran
5. Founder of Islam – Mohammed
Founder of Islam - Mohammed

Born in Mecca about 570 A.D.; was persecuted for his beliefs and fled to Medina in 622 A.D., where he began regularly raiding caravans and his teachings became more forceful and violent; died 632 A.D.

Could not read or write

Married 11 women (one at age 8) & had 2 concubines

Prone to convulsions & admitted to hearing from both Allah & Satan but claimed to receive the Qur'an from Allah dictated by an angel

Follower of Islam – Muslim

23% of world population follow Islam; largest population in Indonesia - only 15% of Muslims are Arabs 

Sunnis – Majority; Believe leadership passes to elected caliphs; Saudi Arabia & Indonesia

Shi’ites – Believe leadership passes to Imams direct descendants of Mohammed; Iran & Pakistan

Sufis – Mystical movement focusing on meditation; India & Asian countries 

5 Pillars (Beliefs) of Islam 

Pray 5 times daily (at designated times facing Mecca) with ritual washing & specific prayers

Fasting sunrise to sunset for month of Ramadan

Recite “There is no God but Allah & Mohammed is His messenger”

Give money to the poor (2.5%)

Take special pilgrimage to Mecca at least 1x during lifetime (the Hajj) 

Name of God – Allah

“Allah akbar” means God is great

All powerful but no personal relationship

Entrance to “paradise” dependant on good works outweighing bad works yet uncertain

Only loves good people; does not reach out to sinners & no mercy for the disobedient or infidels

No Trinity; considered blasphemy to regard Jesus as Son of God (merely a prophet)

Place of worship –mosque

[image: image14.jpg]


[image: image15.jpg]


[image: image16.jpg]


 
[image: image17.jpg]



Holy book – Qur’an

Believed to have been dictated to Mohammed by an angel from God

Only written down after Mohammed’s death

Considered should only be read in Arabic to understand the true meaning

114 “surahs” or chapters; 1/3 size of Bible 

Most holy city – Mecca

In Saudi Arabia

Closed to all but Muslims

Place of yearly pilgrimage (the Hajj) attended by around 2 million Muslims

Ka’ba is focal point – believed to be built by Abraham around a black stone

The Ka’ba in Mecca 

The most sacred place in Islam is the Ka'ba in Mecca, Saudi Arabia. The Ka'ba is a mosque (built by Abraham according to Muslim tradition) built around a black stone. The Prophet Muhammad designated Mecca as the holy city of Islam and the direction (qibla) in which all Muslims should offer their prayers. 

The Ka'ba is believed to be the first place that was created on earth {2} and the place at which heavenly bliss and power touches the earth directly. {3} Mecca is located in the Hijaz region of western Saudi Arabia. The city lies inland 73 kilometers east of Jiddah, in the narrow, sandy Valley of Abraham. The Holy City is 277 meters (909 feet) above sea level. 

Few non-Muslims have ever seen the rites and rituals of the Hajj, as non-Muslims are strictly prohibited from entering Mecca and Medina. Roadblocks are stationed along roads leading to the city. The most famous incident of a non-Muslim visiting Mecca was the visit by the British explorer Sir Richard Burton in 1853. Burton disguised himself as an Afghani Muslim to visit and write Personal Narrative of a Pilgrimage to Al Madinah and Mecca.

The focal point of Mecca is the Kaaba, the "House of God" believed by Muslims to have been built by Abraham and his son Ishmael, and which is covered in a gold-embroidered black fabric. Pilgrims circle the Kaaba seven times and may also try to touch or kiss its cornerstone, the Black Stone. Pilgrims may drink from the well of Zamzam. Its water of Zamzam is believed to have special properties. Few pilgrims return from the Hajj without a large plastic bottle of Zamzam water.
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Holy War - Jihad 

Jihad means to struggle or strive

Personal Jihad – struggle to purify one’s soul

Verbal Jihad – protesting without violence

Physical Jihad – use of physical force against enemies of Allah 

Muslim life goal - the Hajj
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The Hajj (Arabic: حج‎ Ḥajj, cognate with Hebrew חג Ḥag "Holiday") is the annual pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia. It is currently the largest annual pilgrimage in the world,[1] and is the fifth pillar of Islam, a religious duty that must be carried out at least once in their lifetime by every able-bodied Muslim who can afford to do so. The Hajj is a demonstration of the solidarity of the Muslim people, and their submission to God (Allah in the Arabic language).[2] The pilgrimage occurs from the 8th to 12th day of Dhu al-Hijjah, the 12th and last month of the Islamic calendar. Because the Islamic calendar is a lunar calendar, eleven days shorter than the Gregorian calendar used in the Western world, the Gregorian date of the Hajj changes from year to year. Ihram is the name given to the special state in which Muslims live whilst on the pilgrimage.

The Hajj is associated with the life of Islamic prophet Muhammad from the 7th century, but the ritual of pilgrimage to Mecca is considered by Muslims to stretch back thousands of years to the time of Ibrahim (Abraham). Pilgrims join processions of hundreds of thousands of people, who simultaneously converge on Mecca for the week of the Hajj, and perform a series of rituals: Each person walks counter-clockwise seven times about the Ka'bah, the cube-shaped building which acts as the Muslim direction of prayer, runs back and forth between the hills of Al-Safa and Al-Marwah, drinks from the Zamzam Well, goes to the plains of Mount Arafat to stand in vigil, and throws stones in a ritual Stoning of the Devil. The pilgrims then shave their heads, perform a ritual of animal sacrifice, and celebrate the four day global festival of Eid al-Adha.[3]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hajj" \l "cite_note-ngeo-3#cite_note-ngeo-3" [4]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hajj" \l "cite_note-4#cite_note-4" [5]
As of 2009, about two million pilgrims participate in this annual pilgrimage.[6]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hajj" \l "cite_note-6#cite_note-6" [7] Crowd-control techniques have become critical, and because of the large numbers of people, many of the rituals have become more stylized. It is not necessary to kiss the Black Stone, but merely to point at it on each circuit around the Kaaba. Throwing pebbles was done at large pillars, which for safety reasons in 2004 were changed to long walls with catch basins below to catch the stones. The slaughter of an animal can be done either personally, or by appointing someone else to do it, and so forth.[8] But even with the crowd control techniques, there are still many incidents during the Hajj, as pilgrims are trampled in a crush, or ramps collapse under the weight of the many visitors, causing hundreds of deaths. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia's Ministry of Hajj has a website, with the message, "Be peaceful, orderly and kind. No crushing."[9]
Pilgrims can also go to Mecca to perform the rituals at other times of the year. This is sometimes called the "lesser pilgrimage", or Umrah. However, even if they perform the Umrah, they are still obligated to perform the Hajj at some other point in their lifetimes if they have the means to do so.
How should we as Christians view Muslims? 

Beliefs are influenced by culture, politics and education

Must not stereotype – consider each person individually

As Christians, we are taught to see only 2 groups of people: the lost and the saved

