Vision of car engine
by Shirley Davis


Part One

I was at a Missions conference early in 1999 and was praying in the Spirit when the Lord gave me a very strong vision. I felt the Holy Spirit come upon me in a way that I never had before and I could hardly speak afterwards as I tried to share what the Lord had shown me, because it was so strong and detailed. In the first part of the vision, I saw the engine of a car, and the Lord showed me that each part, big or very small, had been built and then perfected to be EXACTLY the right size and shape. It had been worked on carefully to make it perfectly smooth so that there would be no friction, and it had to measure exactly correctly so that it would fit perfectly. Each part had been worked on OUTSIDE of the car, and then one day, each part was brought to the car and set in its exact place, fitting in perfectly. It was only THEN that the engine could be started and the whole car could go down the road to accomplish its purpose.

I realized immediately that the Lord was saying that He had been working on each believer for years – molding and fashioning, strengthening and perfecting through all the trials and tribulations and experiences of that person’s life. Each believer, yielded to Him, was fashioned for a specific purpose. Then suddenly, at the appointed time, each person was being moved into his/her place in the Body of Christ. As each was able to perform his/her duty, without friction and without waste, and each was equally important no matter the position or task, the whole Church could move forward to accomplish God’s purpose in these End Times.

Part Two

Then I saw a series of work situations: A man came to work on an assembly line in a factory and said, “Well, today is my last day – next week I’m taking my family to start mission work overseas”; then a woman in another work environment turned to her coworker and said, “I’m leaving work on Friday. The Lord has told me to spend my time in intercession, so I will stay at home and pray all day. We’re going to have to cut back our family expenses, but my husband and I know that it’s God’s will.” Finally another man spoke to his friend and said, ”I can’t meet you any more after work, I’ve started another job. The Lord told me to work two jobs, so that I can give all the income from my second job to help the poor and support a ministry.”

In my spirit, I KNEW that the Lord was showing me that He was mobilizing His Church, His army, to move forward and work together in complete unity to accomplish God’s purpose here in these End Times, before Jesus’ return. It was nothing planned as any man or denomination would plan it. It was simply each, individual believer recognizing what his call and purpose is, and being willing to obey it! No one understood the whole plan; there was no major “control” by any particular organization; each believer was content to do his/her part and trust that the Lord was in control! I felt SO EXCITED AND EXHILARATED!! It was such a different view of the Church to any I had ever heard preached before. I’m NOT saying that each believer acts independently, with no submission to a local church. God is a God of order, and we should all be accountable to one another, and work in conjunction with a local body of believers, but also we should recognize how the Lord is using others, and defer to them in those areas, rather than try to do and control everything in our own way or through our own group. I started to look around me expectantly from that time on, hoping to see any signs of this vision coming to pass, but I saw nothing for years and barely shared it with anyone.

Vision coming to pass

But as we move on through the 21st century, I have begun to recognize “signs” of it beginning to come to pass. I have learned of so many believers, in many different countries, who were led of the Lord to start new, “different” kinds of ministries at about that time, and it seems the Lord is bringing us together to network and encourage one another! It is all happening under the headship of Jesus Christ, and I can sense the excitement as it develops! Just as in Jesus’ day, there will be religious leaders who do not understand this because they are focused on what always “worked in the past”. We will have to make some decisions that are very difficult, maybe severing close ties, if we are to truly keep following the leading of the Holy Spirit. I have spoken with MANY faithful Christians in the past year or so, who have been going through these difficult situations, and I have seen the vision coming to pass as different ones yield themselves totally to God instead of man. Believers all around the world are beginning to recognize their own calling and respect the calling and direction of others, willing to work together as they follow Jesus as their Lord and guide. Truly I believe that God's army is moving forward - without church name or denomination, but known by its love and commitment to serve Jesus Christ and be led by the Holy Spirit.
