Vision of family dinner
by Shirley Davis


One day in Mexico, the Lord gave me another very clear and challenging illustration of how children's ministry is often neglected. I was speaking to a small group of pastors and church leaders and asked them to imagine the following: A mother is preparing food for her family but there is very little to eat. When it is ready, she realizes that there is nowhere near enough for everyone, but she goes ahead and calls everyone to the table. They all come in hungry: her husband, 5 children, Grandpa, Uncle and Aunt with baby, and a couple of neighbor’s children (a typical Mexican situation!). The mother looks at everyone and then at the meager amount of food, and then suddenly she has an idea! She remembers that children LOVE to play outside, so she sends the children back outside to play, and divides the food up among the adults!

How many mothers would REALLY do this? Hopefully, especially as Christians, NONE of us! We usually sacrifice our own food to give to the children if necessary. Yet this very situation happens EVERY WEEK in churches around the world! There are not enough resources and so the children are allowed to “play outside” or sit in the congregation bored and not understanding the spiritual teaching, while the adults enjoy the spiritual food! If we truly believe we are living in the End Times, this MUST CHANGE!
