Wise Words for Today

Proverbs for today's challenges
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"Trust the Lord completely, and don’t depend on your own knowledge. With every step you take, think about what he wants, and he will help you go the right way."  Proverbs 3:5-6*
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*Easy-to-Read Version 

or **New Living Translation 
~~~~~~~~~

The Book of Proverbs surely contains more snippets of wise advice and clear Godly guidance than any other in the Old Testament. But rather than just being considered as a collection of wise sayings, for the Christian who believes 
2 Timothy 3:16-17: "All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives..." (NLT) 
the Book of Proverbs is seen as being almost a textbook of God's wisdom.

No matter in which century we live, for it to be truly understood and appreciated, the student must have a genuine "fear of the Lord" with a hunger to learn God's wisdom so that it may be applied in all areas of life. As we read through Proverbs we find some sections that sound like a father giving advice to his son. In much of the book however, the sayings or proverbs are written as short, sharp phrases that state Godly truths and clear direction as to what God considers right and wrong. Here we have a selection of those proverbs that may be of particular benefit to young people today, as found in the Easy-to-Read Version* and the New Living Translation** 
May you be blessed!
Shirley Davis

www.imofinc.org
~~~~~~~~~

Quick Quips and Wise Truths

Proverbs 10:4  Lazy people are soon poor; hard workers get rich.**

Proverbs 14:7   Stay away from fools, there is nothing they can teach you.*

Proverbs 16:18  Pride goes before destruction, and haughtiness before a fall.** 

Proverbs 19:2  Enthusiasm without knowledge is no good; haste makes mistakes.**

Proverbs 11:22  A beautiful woman without good sense is like a gold ring in a pig's nose.*

Proverbs 16:9  We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps.**

Proverbs 27:2  Never praise yourself. Let others do it.*

Proverbs 19:16  Obey the law and live; ignore it and die.*

Proverbs 28:25  Greed causes fighting, trusting the Lord leads to prosperity**

Proverbs 21:30  There is no-one wise enough to make a plan succeed if the Lord is against it.*

Proverbs 20:3  People who refuse to argue deserve respect. Any fool can start an argument.*

Proverbs 25:28  A person without self-control is like a city with broken-down walls. **

Proverbs 10:12  Hatred stirs up quarrels, but love makes up for all offenses.**


Proverbs 11:12  Stupid people say bad things about their neighbors. Wise people know to be quiet.*

Proverbs 14:15  Fools believe every word they hear, but wise people think carefully about everything.* 

Proverbs 12:16   A fool is quick-tempered, but a wise person stays calm when insulted.**

~~~~~~~~~

Promises from God

Proverbs 10:22  The blessing of the Lord makes a person rich, and he adds no sorrow with it.**
Proverbs 11:21  The truth is, evil people will be punished, and good people will be set free.*
Proverbs 15:3  The Lord is watching everywhere, keeping his eye on both the evil and the good.**
Proverbs 19:17  Giving help to the poor is like loaning money to the Lord. He will pay you back for your kindness.*
Proverbs 22:6  Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it.**
Proverbs 26:2  Don’t worry when someone curses you for no reason. Nothing bad will happen. Such words are like birds that fly past and never stop.*

Proverbs 16:3  Turn to the Lord for help in everything you do, and you will be successful.*
Proverbs 2:7-8  He grants a treasure of common sense to the honest. He is a shield to those who walk with integrity. He guards the paths of the just and protects those who are faithful to him.**
Proverbs 1:33  But all who listen to me will live in peace, untroubled by fear of harm.**
Proverbs 19:21  People might make many plans, but what the Lord says is what will happen.*
Proverbs 28:13  Whoever hides their sins will not be successful, but whoever confesses their sins and stops doing wrong will receive mercy.*
Proverbs 11:28  Trust in your money and down you go! But the godly flourish like leaves in spring.**
Proverbs 3:25-26  You have no reason to fear a sudden disaster or the destruction that comes to the wicked.  You can trust the Lord to protect you. He will not let you fall into harm.*
Proverbs 30:5  Every word of God proves true. He is a shield to all who come to him for protection.**
~~~~~~~~~

Words of Warning

Proverbs 14:12  There is a path before each person that seems right, but it ends in death.**

Proverbs 13:11  Wealth from get-rich-quick schemes quickly disappears; wealth from hard work grows over time.**

Proverbs 17:5  Those who mock the poor insult their Maker; those who rejoice at the misfortune of others will be punished.**

Proverbs 17:14  The start of an argument is like a small leak in a dam. Stop it before a big fight breaks out.*

Proverbs 22:16   A person who gets ahead by oppressing the poor or by showering gifts on the rich will end in poverty.**

Proverbs 25:17   Don’t visit your neighbors too often, or you will wear out your welcome.**

Proverbs 28:9  When people do not listen to God’s teachings, he does not listen to their prayers.*
Proverbs 27:1  Never brag about what you will do in the future; you have no idea what tomorrow will bring.*
Proverbs 25:26  Good people who don’t stand strong against evil are like springs that have been polluted or pools that have turned dirty and muddy.*
Proverbs 18:2  Fools have no interest in understanding; they only want to air their own opinions.**

Proverbs 21:13   Those who refuse to help the poor will not receive help when they need it themselves.*
Proverbs 23:4  Don’t wear yourself out trying to get rich. Be wise enough to know when to quit.**

Proverbs 26:17  Interfering in someone else’s argument is as foolish as yanking a dog’s ears.**
Proverbs 28:7  Young people who obey the law are wise; those with wild friends bring shame to their parents.**
Proverbs 23:22   Listen to your father. Without him, you would never have been born. Respect your mother, even when she is old.*
Proverbs 31:30  Grace and beauty can fool you, but a woman who respects the Lord should be praised.*

Proverbs 3:1-2  My child, never forget the things I have taught you. Store my commands in your heart. If you do this, you will live many years, and your life will be satisfying.**

Proverbs 3:33  The Lord curses the house of the wicked, but he blesses the home of the upright.**

Proverbs 6:10-11  You say, “I need a rest. I think I’ll take a short nap.” But then you sleep and sleep and become poorer and poorer. Soon you will have nothing. It will be as if a thief came and stole everything you owned.*
Proverbs 4:7  Getting wisdom is the wisest thing you can do! And whatever else you do, develop good judgment.**

Proverbs 4:23   Above all, be careful what you think because your thoughts control your life.*

Proverbs 5:21  The Lord clearly sees everything you do. He watches where you go.*
Proverbs 4:24  Don’t bend the truth or say things that you know are not right.*

Proverbs 8:5  You who are ignorant, learn to be wise. You who are foolish, get some common sense.*

Proverbs 6:32  But a man who commits adultery is a fool. He brings about his own destruction.*

Proverbs 8:10-11  Choose my instruction rather than silver, and knowledge rather than pure gold. For wisdom is far more valuable than rubies. Nothing you desire can compare with it.**
Proverbs 8:35  For whoever finds me finds life and receives favor from the Lord.**
Proverbs 10:19  A person who talks too much gets into trouble. A wise person learns to be quiet.*
~~~~~~~~~
Godly advice for daily living

Proverbs 10:14  Wise people are quiet and learn new things, but fools talk and bring trouble on themselves.*

Proverbs 12:15   Fools always think their own way is best, but wise people listen to what others tell them.*

Proverbs 13:20  Be friends with those who are wise, and you will become wise. Choose fools to be your friends, and you will have trouble.*
Proverbs 10:17   Those who accept correction show others how to live. Those who reject correction lead others the wrong way.*

Proverbs 11:18  Evil people get rich for the moment, but the reward of the godly will last.**
Proverbs 15:17  A bowl of vegetables with someone you love is better than steak with someone you hate.**
Proverbs 12:10  Good people take good care of their animals, but the wicked know only how to be cruel.*

Proverbs 14:30  A peaceful heart leads to a healthy body; jealousy is like cancer in the bones.**
Proverbs 16:2  People may be pure in their own eyes, but the Lord examines their motives.**
Proverbs 17:28  Even fools are thought wise when they keep silent; with their mouths shut, they seem intelligent.**
Proverbs 15:18  A hot-tempered person starts fights; a cool-tempered person stops them.**
Proverbs 22:3  A prudent person foresees danger and takes precautions. The simpleton goes blindly on and suffers the consequences.**
Proverbs 17:9  Forgive someone, and you will strengthen your friendship. Keep reminding them, and you will destroy it.*
Proverbs 12:18  Speak without thinking, and your words can cut like a knife. Be wise, and your words can heal.*
Proverbs 18:13  Let people finish speaking before you try to answer them. That way you will not embarrass yourself and look foolish.*
Proverbs 20:11  Even children are known by the way they act, whether their conduct is pure, and whether it is right.**
Proverbs 19:14  People receive houses and money from their parents, but a good wife is a gift from the Lord.*

Proverbs 21:5  Good planning and hard work lead to prosperity, but hasty shortcuts lead to poverty.**

Proverbs 20:22  Don’t ever say, “I’ll pay them back for what they did to me!” Wait for the Lord. He will make things right.*

Proverbs 18:17  The first person to speak always seems right until someone comes and asks the right questions.*
Proverbs 22:13  A person who is lazy and wants to stay home says, “There is a lion outside, and I might be killed in the streets!”*

Proverbs 24:16  Good people might fall again and again, but they always get up. It is the wicked who are defeated by their troubles.*

Proverbs 20:24  The Lord directs our steps, so why try to understand everything along the way?**

Proverbs 27:21  Fire tests the purity of silver and gold, but a person is tested by being praised.**
Proverbs 29:16  If the wicked are ruling the nation, sin will be everywhere, but those who live right will win in the end.* 

Proverbs 28:27   Whoever gives to the poor will lack nothing, but those who close their eyes to poverty will be cursed.** 

Proverbs 13:3  People who are careful about what they say will save their lives, but those who speak without thinking will be destroyed.*
Proverbs 17:13  If you do wrong to those who were good to you, you will have trouble the rest of your life.*
Proverbs 13:18   If you refuse to learn from your mistakes, you will be poor, and no one will respect you. If you listen when you are criticized, you will be honored.*

Proverbs 9:12  If you become wise, it will be for your own good. If you are rude and show no respect, you are the one who will suffer.*
Proverbs 12:25  Worry weighs a person down; an encouraging word cheers a person up.**

Proverbs 9:9   Teach the wise, and they will become wiser. Instruct those who live right, and they will gain more knowledge.*

