Worldwide vision
by Shirley Davis


This was a little different in that I did not see a "picture" or receive any special words, but I definitely experienced the Lord's touch, giving me a heavy new spiritual burden that directed us down a new road of ministry. After living and ministering for about 5 years in Mexico, when the Lord had led us to focus mainly on teaching workshops and seminars for children’s ministry all over Mexico, we went home to Texas for a visit. We were able to attend a huge missions conference - a new experience for us! There were literally hundreds of missionaries there, and one morning, during intercessory prayer, we were asked to pray for the nation in which we ministered. Missionaries were invited to take the microphone to lead a short prayer for that nation. As others went forward to pray for India, China and so on, I felt a strong urging of the Spirit to lead a prayer for the nation of “children” around the whole world. I overcame my fear of speaking before so many of my experienced peers and led the prayer. As I did, I felt that God had unloaded a heavy cloak of burden upon me to reach “the children of the world”. It was overwhelming – I thought: “we haven’t even begun properly to reach the children of Mexico yet, how can we reach the whole world?”

Just two weeks later, I was suddenly asked to teach the children whose mothers would be attending a National Women’s conference in Mexico, two months away. I was told there would be about 75 children, several helpers, and we would need to “take care of them” during the main sessions of the 2-day conference. The Lord had already taught us to carefully focus on teaching training seminars rather than just accept the MANY invitations from churches to “come and do children’s ministry for them”! So my initial reaction was “No!” Yet my mind would not rest and I found myself giving God many “valid” reasons for not accepting the invitation. Then, very quietly, the Lord asked me: “Can you imagine the potential of teaching the children of committed Christians who come from all over Mexico for the conference, about MISSIONS for 2 days?!!” Immediately I was filled with enthusiasm, and accepted! Time does not permit me to tell the whole of that incredible experience, which turned out to be a grueling challenge to teach 150 children, packed into two tiny, sweltering rooms with no fans or seats, and with only one helper! But as a result of that time of ministry, I was invited to teach a national children’s ministry seminar for 25 churches in Cuba, a year later!
