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  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

All around the world children love to hear stories, and many are passed down from generation to generation, each mother fondly telling them to her children as her own mother told her. In my own childhood I remember the fairy stories of Hans Christian Andersen and the Brothers Grimm - such as The Princess and the Pea, Sleeping Beauty and Cinderella and many more. In recent years, children have become familiar with these and other stories found in Disney movies and cartoons - Dr Seuss, Winnie-the-Pooh, Curious George and many others. Children often like to snuggle down in their bed and hear the same story night after night - and if we make a mistake in telling it, they are quick to correct us! What a wonderful opportunity to introduce them to exciting bible stories! Jesus understood the power of such stories and told many parables that are easy to remember yet also give much food for thought. In the coming months we want to retell some famous parables in a simple, more modern way that make them especially suitable to tell as bedtime stories to young children. We'll start today with a short one - The Two Builders (found in Luke 6:46-49 and Matthew 7:24-27)

Once upon a time there were two men who each wanted to build a house. We'll call them Willy B. Wise and Frank Fool. They bought land side by side and both set out to start building. Frank got to work laying bricks to build his first wall, but Willy reached for a shovel and started digging! He dug a hole and then kept on digging until he had marked a big rectangle on the ground where he wanted to build his house. Frank looked over and laughed at him: "Are you going to live like a rabbit underground? Ha ha!!" Willy didn't answer but started building his wall on the solid rock at the bottom of his hole. Pretty soon Frank was finished with his walls and started on his roof. Willy was still working hard with his bricks - his house was taking much longer to build. Frank was soon putting the last part of his roof into place and he looked down on Willy's walls and said: "I hope you get finished by Christmas at the rate you're going!"  Willy again didn't answer but just kept on working. His back was aching and he really wanted to stop but he kept on going.
[image: image1.jpg]



Frank happily moved into his house and sat down to watch TV, while Willy worked hard to finish his walls and finally his roof. He was exhausted but finally went inside and went to bed. Suddenly a big storm came up. Lightning flashed and the thunder rolled. Rain came down hard hour after hour and the wind blew and shook the two houses. The walls of Frank's house began to shake and the roof banged in the wind, but Willy slept soundly in his house that was solid. The floodwater began to rise and beat against the houses and suddenly Frank's house shifted as it had no foundation - then the floods swept it away with Frank inside! Poor Frank! But because Willy had taken the time and effort to build his house on a good solid foundation his house was strong and he was safe and sound, and he lived there happily ever after.
