Monthly message for kids - Bible bedtime stories - The Prodigal Son (Part 1)
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

As little children actually get to make few choices of their own for the first few years in life, their concept of sin is obviously limited. Jesus' parable of The Prodigal Son is probably most easily understood by those who are themselves teenagers or have already passed through that phase in life. We can read it in Luke 15:11-32 but here we have adapted it especially for younger children as the third Bible bedtime story. 

Once upon a time there was a very big farm with lots of fields and lots of animals - cows, sheep, donkeys, goats, pigs, chickens, turkeys....in fact it had just about EVERY animal you might see on a farm! It was owned by a man called Mr. Ben Farmer. Now Mr. Farmer had two sons, the eldest was called Will and the youngest was called Wilder. They both helped their dad on the farm. Will was hard working and always wanted to be just like his dad, but Wilder was a lot like his name - he hated farm life and couldn't wait to leave home and visit other places and big cities. 

One day Wilder went to his dad and asked: "Dad, when you die, all of this farm will be divided up and shared between Will and me, right?" Mr. Farmer laughed and said: "Yes, son, but I hope I don't die yet for many years!"  But Wilder answered: "But Dad, I might be OLD by then!! Please give me half of everything now so I can go out and enjoy it."  
Mr. Farmer said nothing, but soon went ahead and sold half of the animals and land, and gave all that money to Wilder. The young man was so happy - now he had just what he wanted, so he left home and went off to see the world. He spent day after day buying everything he wanted like the latest games and clothes; he held huge parties with lots of friends; and visited all kinds of exciting places. He wasted all his money - and in fact because he was having such a wonderful time, he never even noticed when he lost money or someone stole from him!

Finally one day he realized that all his money had gone! He had wasted it ALL! When he told his friends, they all quickly moved on to find someone else with money! Pretty soon he was all alone and had nowhere to live. He couldn't even buy any food to eat and was soon so hungry that he found himself looking through trash cans to find food!! He tried to get a job but times were hard for everyone right then and he became more miserable and scared every day. What could he do? What would happen to him? He might even DIE!
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It was then Wilder realized how stupid he had been! He had wasted what his dad had given him - money that his dad had worked hard for years to earn!. He felt so bad and knew he must have hurt his father terribly - and he knew that God in Heaven was very disappointed with him too! His heart ached so bad he knew he had to go home and tell his dad how sorry he was. It took Wilder many days to get back home and he was afraid his dad would be very angry with him - maybe he wouldn't even let him back into the house! As he got close to home, he could barely lift his eyes off the road and his heart was beating fast. Then suddenly he heard a shout - it was his dad! Mr. Farmer had been waiting and hoping for Wilder to come home, so when he saw him in the driveway at last he quickly ran out to hug him. 

Wilder cried and said how stupid he had been and begged his father to forgive him. Mr. Farmer told Wilder that of course he would forgive him as he loved him so much and was just happy that he had learned his lesson and come home safe and sound. That night there was a special party for everyone to celebrate and Mr. Farmer gave Wilder his old bedroom back with lots of new clothes in it, so he could live there happily ever after.
