Monthly message for kids - Bible bedtime stories - The Prodigal Son (Part 2)
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Last time, we retold the story of the Prodigal Son as found in Luke 15:11-32, but we did not finish the story on purpose. The second part of the story has a different teaching point and so we will address it separately, as it is also an important lesson for little ones about jealousy and sibling rivalry.

Do you remember the story of the farmer and his two sons, Will and Wilder? Wilder wasn't happy at home on the farm, so begged his dad to give him his share of everything. He went off and spent it ALL, which made him happy until he found he had nothing left! Then he realized how stupid he was and how badly he had hurt his dad, so he went back home to ask forgiveness. His dad was happy and thankful that Wilder had finally learned his lesson and was safe, so he ran out to meet him and gave him a big hug. Then Mr. Farmer told everyone to prepare a big party to celebrate Wilder's return. 


Now the elder brother, Will, had been working hard with the cows all day and when he came home he was very tired and dirty. He found everyone enjoying the party and asked what it was all about. When he learned that his brother had come back after wasting all his money, he was very upset. He thought to himself; "That's not fair!! Wilder goes off and has fun while I stay home and work hard on the farm day after day!" As he walked toward the house he saw his brother who was wearing lovely new clothes and had a fancy new cell phone, given to him by Mr. Farmer. That made Will even MORE angry! Then his dad saw him and came over to him. 
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Immediately Will said to him: "I've worked hard for you for years and I always obey you and do what you tell me, but Dad, you've never given me a party where I could invite my friends. Wilder goes off and wastes all the money you gave him that you worked hard for, then when he comes home you give him a big party!! It's not fair!!" 

Mr. Farmer took hold of Will's shoulders and looked straight into his eyes. "Will," he said, "you are always with me. I love and appreciate you, and everything I have is yours. You can have a party any time you want. But we HAVE to celebrate your brother's return, because he was lost and messed up, but now he's learned his lesson and come home safe and sound again. Let's thank God and celebrate!" Then Will understood, and he realized the importance of love and forgiveness rather than jealousy. He went into the party with his dad and welcomed his brother back with a big hug and a grin, and they all lived happily ever after.
