Monthly message for kids - Bible bedtime stories - The Sheep and the Goats
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

During the Christmas season Jesus is portrayed as a baby, but we should remind little children that he grew up to be a man, and will in fact be the greatest king of all! He sees all that we do and will judge us accordingly one day. This next story is based on Jesus' parable of the Sheep and Goats (as found in Matthew 25), and I would suggest following it up with a little chat to help little children understand the story - and the connection with Jesus and our future in Heaven.

Once upon a time there was a great king, whose job it was to judge all the people according to the way they had lived their lives. He called each person to stand before him and then directed them to stand either at his right side or his left side. It was kind of like he was separating a mixed flock of sheep and goats. They all looked similar but the sheep were sent to one side and the goats were sent to the other side. When he had dealt with everyone, the king turned to look at those we could call the "sheep". 

He said to them: "You are blessed by my Father. Come with me and enjoy the wonderful land that has been prepared for you since the beginning of time. You can come because I was hungry and you gave me something to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me into your home. I needed clothes and you gave me some. I was sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and you visited me."

The "sheep" were all surprised and said; "That's strange! When did we see you hungry or thirsty and help you? And we don't remember you being a stranger who we invited in.....or needing clothes that we gave you. When was it you were sick and we cared for you, or in prison and we visited you?"

Then the king answered them: "I'm telling you the truth - whenever you did that for someone else who was in need, it was as if you were doing it for me!"


The king then turned to look at those we could call the "goats", and he said: "Get away from me! You can't ever come to live with me in my wonderful land because you DIDN'T help me! I was hungry but you didn't give me anything to eat. I was thirsty but you gave me nothing to drink. I was a stranger but you wouldn't let me into your home. I needed clothes but you would not give me any. I was sick and in prison but you wouldn't help me."

 
Then it was the "goats" turn to be surprised. "But that's not fair! When did we see YOU hungry or thirsty, or a stranger or needing clothes, or sick or in prison, and didn't help you?"

The king replied: " I'm telling you the truth - whatever you did NOT do for someone else who was in need, you did not do for me!"

Then the king sent away to be punished all those who were like the "goats" and had not been willing to help people. But all those who were like the "sheep" (who had helped and cared about others) he took with him into the wonderful land and they all lived happily ever after! 
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