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  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Although we want children (and everyone!) to understand that salvation is not by works but by faith in what Jesus Christ did for us on the Cross, it is also important to teach that, as believers, we want to serve God and accomplish things for the Kingdom of God. This Parable in Matthew 25 is a good reminder that God does not want us to be lazy!

Once upon a time there was a business man called Mr. Rich Smart who had to go away on a journey. He left his business in the charge of his three managers: Mr. Sharp, Miss Bright and Mr. Bungler. He gave $5,000 to Mr. Sharp to manage because he knew Mr. Sharp was clever and a hard-worker. He gave $2,000 to Miss Bright to handle, because he knew that she was still learning but was keen to work. Finally he gave $1,000 to Mr. Bungler to handle because he wasn't as experienced.


Right away, Mr. Sharp thought about how he could put the money to work in the business in order to make more money. He began to work hard and as the time passed his $5,000 made more and more money until it had become $10,000! TWICE as much! Wow! Miss Bright also had some ideas on how to put her money to use, so she got busy and at the end of the time her $2,000 had earned another $2,000 - hers had doubled too! Clever lady! But Mr. Bungler was scared. He knew Mr. Smart was a very clever businessman and he was afraid he would lose the money and upset his boss, so he went and hid the $1,000 in a hole in his backyard!

After a long time,  Mr. Rich Smart returned from his trip and met with each of his managers to see how they had done with his business. Mr. Sharp showed him that he had increased the $5,000 to $10,000, which really pleased Mr. Smart. The boss replied: "Well done! You are a good and faithful manager. You have been faithful with a few things, so now I will give you a promotion and put you in charge of many things! Come and celebrate with me!"
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Then Miss Bright went in to see her boss. She also showed him that she had increased her $2,000 to $4,000. Mr. Smart was very pleased that she had doubled her money as well, so he said to her: "Well done! You are a good and faithful manager. You have been faithful with a few things, so now I will give you a promotion and put you in charge of many things! Come and celebrate with me!"

Finally Mr. Smart asked for Mr. Bungler's report. Mr. Bungler had dug up his money and now handed it back to his boss. He said; "Boss, I know you are a strict man and don't like to lose money, or for people to make mistakes, so I hid the $1,000 in a safe place so it couldn't get lost. Here is the $1,000 back - just as you gave it to me!"

Mr. Smart replied: "You silly, lazy man! So you think I'm a strict man and don't understand about business risks? Well the least you could have done is put the money in the bank to earn a little interest!"  Mr. Smart turned to his assistant and said: "Take the $1,000 away from him and give it to Mr. Sharp, who had the $5,000. Because everyone who uses what he has will get more, and even have more than he needs. But those who don't use what they have will have everything taken away from them." Then Mr. Smart fired Mr. Bungler and sent him out of the building, so that all the others who respected him and did well could live happily ever after!
