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Matthew 25:29 in the International Children's Bible, was mentioned in the last story: "Everyone who uses what he has will get more. He will have much more than he needs. But the one who does not use what he has will have everything taken away from him." We find a very similar quote from Jesus in Matthew 13:12, in the middle of the Parable of the Sower (also found in Luke 8) as Jesus encourages the disciples to seek the true meanings of the parables. This wise saying is not easy to understand, but as this parable is so important, Jesus goes on to explain the meaning afterwards. So we are telling this story a little differently.
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Once upon a time there was a great storyteller named Jesus. His stories were always simple and easy to remember, but they also contained very special, important lessons to help people understand God and how to live in a way that is pleasing to God. One day Jesus told this story:


"A farmer went out to plant seeds. He walked through the field and threw out the seeds on both sides of his path as he went along. Some seeds fell on the path, where the birds easily saw them and quickly came and ate them up. Some seeds fell on rocks and gravel where there was little dirt. These seeds grew up quickly but when the hot sun came, it burned the little plants and they died. Other seeds fell among weeds and thorns, where they grew up into little plants. But no-one cleared away the weeds and so the little plants were choked and couldn't grow properly. Finally some seeds fell on good soil and grew up into strong, healthy plants that produced lots more seeds - some 30, some 60 and some 100 times as many as were planted!!"

Jesus' friends came and asked him about the story, and so Jesus told them it is important to think hard about what the story really means and how it can help us in life. He went on to explain this story to them:


"The seed is the Gospel or the Word of God. Those who hear it but don't understand it have it snatched away from them by the devil, as the seed along the path is snatched away by the birds. Those who hear the Word and accept it with joy, believe for a while, but when trouble comes to test them, they start to doubt and turn away from God's path - just as the seeds burned up by the sun. Those who hear the Word and start to grow in faith, but then get choked by the worries of life and tempted by the ways of the world, are like the seed that is choked by weeds. But those who hear and believe the Word, holding on to it and learning more of God as they overcome the problems of life, are like the seeds planted in good soil. They produce a big crop and lots of fruit for God - by showing God's love to others, encouraging, and telling others about Jesus."   

Jesus told many more parables or stories, which we can read in the Bible, and as we do, it is good to stop and think about what they really mean and how they can help us live a better life for Jesus. If we keep learning more about God and do our best to follow Jesus' example in life, God will bless us here on earth and we will truly live "happily ever after!"
