Monthly message for kids - Curious facts about Bible heroes
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

As we learn about famous Bible heroes, we tend to hear the same stories over and over, which help us build up a picture in our minds about each person. We "know" David as the shepherd boy who killed Goliath; was chosen by God to be king; and was the great warrior who conquered all Israel's enemies and made the Kingdom of Israel great. We "know" Moses was the Hebrew baby boy rescued from the river, who grew up in Egypt's palace and later ran off into the desert, where God called him to lead the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt. But if we take the time to really study each hero in the Bible, we often discover curious facts and surprising little stories that help us see what that bible hero was REALLY like!
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This month we want to take a closer look at Abraham - that great patriarch of Israel and father of our faith. Most Sunday School lessons teach us how Abraham was told by God to leave his home and go to the land of Canaan (about 400 miles away). There God promised him that he would have many descendants and the land would always belong to them. Abraham was already 75 years old, and his wife was 65, but finally after waiting another 25 years, their promised son Isaac was born. There are many stories about what happened to Abraham and his family, but we can learn how Abraham kept trusting God's promises and God never let him down. We see Abraham as being an old man who lived in a tent and wandered around the land, talking with God and being blessed as a result. But in the middle of the story, in Genesis Chapter 14, we read a short story that might surprise us.

Abraham was blessed by God and grew very rich - owning much livestock and having hundreds of servants. The people of that region had been taken over by neighboring kingdoms and finally several of the local kings (including those of the wicked towns of Sodom and Gomorrah) had had enough and declared war. There was terrible fighting between the armies, ending in a big defeat, and the enemy kings took away many townspeople as captives, along with all that they owned - including Abraham's nephew Lot who was living in Sodom. When Abraham found out, even though he was in his 80s, we read how he took 318 of his trained servants and chased after the enemy army (remember they didn't have vehicles or even horses!). He chased them for about 100 miles until he caught up with them, and then he attacked them at night and fought them. It must have been quite a battle because he continued to fight the enemy and chased them about another 100 miles all the way back to their own land! Not only that, but he and his men freed Lot and all the other captives and brought them back to Canaan, along with all the goods that had been taken! 

So Abraham must have been quite a fierce and clever warrior as well, willing to fight hard to save his nephew (who had chosen to live in a wicked town!). It is a good reminder not to judge someone by their outward appearance and what we THINK we know about them! Some of the "old" Christians you know may have done some amazing things in their life and you could learn a lot from talking with them!
