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When we think of famous women in the Bible who were known for their beauty, we immediately think of Esther. She was the young Jewish girl who grew up as an exile in Susa, the capital city of the Persian Empire. This great empire, which stretched from India to East Africa, was ruled over by King Xerxes who was very rich. His wife, Vashti, was so beautiful that the king wanted to show her off to all the guests he had invited for a special feast. But Vashti refused to come to the king, which embarrassed him, so he sent her away from the palace and looked for a new wife. Many beautiful young girls were chosen to be presented to the king, including Esther. The Bible describes her as "beautiful and lovely" and the king chose her above all the others to be his wife. As a result, later God was able to use Esther to save all the Jewish people from being killed. You can read the whole story in the Old Testament book of Esther.
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But there is also another very beautiful woman in the Old Testament whose beauty is often overlooked.  She was not just beautiful as a girl, but was still very beautiful when she was very old!! We first read about Abraham's wife in Genesis 12, when they left Haran to go start a new life in the Promised Land. Abraham was then 75 and Sarah was 65! Not long after they arrived in Canaan there was a terrible famine and there was no food, so Abraham took Sarah to Egypt. There, because of her great beauty, she was taken into Pharaoh's harem (which is where Pharaoh kept all his girlfriends). Abraham was afraid he would be killed if they knew he was her husband, so they told the Egyptians they were brother and sister. But after a while God sent a plague on Pharaoh and his household as a punishment, and it came out that Sarah was really Abraham's wife. Pharaoh was very angry and sent them away back to Canaan.


Then over 20 years later, when Sarah was over 85 years old, it happened again when Abraham took her to Gerar (Genesis 20). The king there, Abimelech, took Sarah into his harem because she was so beautiful!! Again Abraham said he was her brother rather than her husband, and again finally God punished Abimelech and his household. This time Abimelech had not touched Sarah, but he was very upset at being deceived. He gave Abraham gifts of sheep and slaves, and they parted in peace. Sarah must have been incredibly beautiful to still catch the eye of a king when she was 85! - and that was of course even before she became mother to their promised son, Isaac.
