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After the Israelites finally entered the Promised Land, led by Moses and Joshua, we read what happened next in the book of Judges. We think of a judge as being someone who sits in a courtroom and decides the punishment for people who have broken the law and done wrong. Or perhaps we think of a judge as the one who decides which piece of craftwork or which trained animal is the best and should receive an award. But we read in Judges 2:16-19 that: "Then the Lord chose leaders called judges..... Many times the enemies of Israel did bad things to the people, so the Israelites would cry for help. And each time the Lord felt sorry for the people and sent a judge to save them from their enemies. The Lord was always with those judges. Each time the Israelites were saved from their enemies. But when each judge died, the Israelites again sinned and started worshiping the false gods...." (ERV). 

It goes on to explain more in Judges 3:1-4: "These are the nations that the Lord left in the land to test those Israelites who had not experienced the wars of Canaan. He did this to teach warfare to generations of Israelites who had no experience in battle..... These people were left to test the Israelites—to see whether they would obey the commands the Lord had given to their ancestors through Moses." (NLT)

We can go on to read about many different judges. Deborah was actually a woman, and she did hold court and settle arguments between people, but also through her obedience and faith in God the enemy were defeated (chapter 4).
Gideon was a poor, humble man used by God to lead a small army against a mighty enemy and defeat them. God used him as a leader and judge, even though Gideon would not accept being made king by the people (chapter 6-8). One of the best known judges was Samson, famous for killing many of the Philistines with his super strength. His story is told in chapters 13-16 and there are many very interesting points about his life. 
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From before he was born, Samson was chosen by God to be a "judge" and was raised up by his parents in a very special way, yet he was not a very good example of a holy man! He kept falling in love with the wrong women, and as a result was deceived and betrayed several times (and seemed to never learn!). Yet God used that weakness, along with his temper and determination to pay back those who wronged him, to destroy Israel's enemies! One time (in chapter 15) he caught 300 foxes and tied them together in pairs by their tails (just imagine how hard THAT would be!) and then he set a lighted torch in each pair of tails and set the foxes all loose in the fields and vineyards of the enemy, so that all the Philistines' harvest was destroyed! When this resulted in war between the Israelites and the Philistines, Samson ended up killing 1,000 of the enemy with a donkey's jaw bone! Samson doesn't seem much like a judge, yet God used him to save the Israelites from their enemies and teach that generation how to be warriors to protect the land of Israel. 
