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After recently completing the final bible study guide (for the Book of Proverbs) in the series "Exploring God's Word Bible Study Guides" it became apparent that even with a good foundation of bible study, many young people still have unanswered questions regarding the challenges and issues confronting them today. We know and are assured by scripture that: 


"Jesus Christ is the same, yesterday, today and forever" (Hebrews 13:8) 


"The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever." (Isaiah 40:8)

"But the word of the Lord endures forever.” And this is the word [the good news of salvation] which was preached to you." (1 Peter 1:15)
 
"Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock." (Matthew 7:24)
Yet all around the world we are faced with arguments and even whole movements that challenge many of the most basic tenets and beliefs of Christianity. Even if we meet few people within our own circle of friends that would argue with us, through the Internet and worldwide media we are assaulted by well-phrased arguments and clever questions that may cause us to question our own beliefs, or worse - allow ourselves to be led into questionable activities.


For this new series of bible study guides, we want to tackle some important issues that challenge what we read in God's Word. Sometimes the excuse is used that biblical Christianity is "intolerant", or that all that matters is "love" or an individual's "rights". Sadly even some churches have taken up these positions - preaching that homosexuality is OK and that all should be free to "love" whoever they choose. Sexual immorality is so widely promoted in movies and television that it has become acceptable to almost everyone, and anyone who stands up against it is openly ridiculed. Divorce is so commonplace that anyone speaking against it is considered old-fashioned and somehow uncaring of someone's "happiness". Abuse of alcohol and drugs is also so much a part of our society that it is now considered a disease that many people are no longer held responsible for.

Those wanting to turn to the Bible for some quick advice may find it difficult to find the relevant verses (especially if they have no concordance!) as key words such as homosexuality, abortion, divorce or drugs do not actually appear in most translations! In addition, as we mentioned in the previous study guides, there are still MANY Christians who do not even own a bible, yet are hungry to learn more of God's Word. But if you are such a person, do not worry - remember that in the days of the Early Church, two thousand years ago, many people had no access to written scriptures or had no formal schooling, yet Christianity spread quickly across the known world. Through prayer, the Holy Spirit, and faithful application of the Word that they did hear, many believers grew so strong in their faith that they experienced miracles and were even willing to die rather than give up their faith in Jesus Christ. 

Let us remember the true basics of our faith:


a) God, the Creator of the Universe, created mankind to fellowship with and have a PERSONAL RELATIONSHIP with each one of us. He loves each of us so much that He sent his own son, Jesus, to live as our example; then to die and be raised from the dead so that our sins would be forgiven and we could have that personal relationship restored. As Christians, we now have Jesus as our example, and also DIRECT ACCESS to our Heavenly Father - He knows our thoughts and our hearts and through PRAYER we can speak with Him and also hear from Him. 


b) The Bible is God's Word, written to teach and help us make wise choices and overcome temptation, and as we read in the verses above, God's Word stands forever - and is applicable even TODAY! Also God's Word has great power - to heal and set people free from spiritual torment. His Word brings us peace and hope in the midst of fear and chaos - and is the only weapon that will bring us victory over our enemy, the Devil. 


c) Jesus told his disciples that he had to return to Heaven but He was sending the Holy Spirit to them. In John chapters 14-16 Jesus teaches us about the work of the Holy Spirit, which includes: "He will guide you into all truth..." No matter where we are in the world, we will at times hear teachings that appear to be biblical but maybe we are unsure about them. Rather than just turn to others for guidance, we should turn to the Holy Spirit and ask Him to guide us into the truth. He WILL do that, because that is part of his job! He will also remind us of what the Word says, so that we get scriptural confirmation, and through prayer God's Word and his Will are revealed to us and we grow in spiritual understanding and maturity.

It is also important to remind ourselves of two important points:


1) God loves us and truly knows what is best for us, and so when we accept Jesus as our Savior and Lord it means that we must submit to God's will (what is written in His Word) EVEN when we don't understand it, don't agree with it or simply don't WANT to obey it! As we learn to accept God's Word and submit to it, He gives us more understanding about it - and of course eventually we realize that He IS right!! As we grow in our relationship with God we come to respect and honor Him more and more until not only do we not want to sin, but we don't want to DISAPPOINT Him!


2) We are all in warfare and our enemy is Satan, who wants us to doubt God and disobey His Word, thinking WE know best! When Satan met Jesus in the wilderness, he tempted him using scripture - and that is often still his tactic today. It's important for us to study and understand God's Word so that we consider ALL of it, along with God's nature, and thus rightly understand His will. Then, like Jesus, we can respond with God's Word and defeat Satan's attack. 

As we consider the many different challenges today, we must remember that even when God's Word clearly points out sin, He still loves the SINNER, and it is our job to guide others into the light and truth of the Gospel. Here are some important bible passages to help us:

1 Peter 3:15 (AMP)
But in your hearts set Christ apart [as holy—acknowledging Him, giving Him first place in your lives] as Lord. Always be ready to give a [logical] defense to anyone who asks you to account for the hope and confident assurance [elicited by faith] that is within you, yet [do it] with gentleness and respect.
2 Timothy 4:2-5 (ERV)
Tell everyone God’s message. Be ready at all times to do whatever is needed. Tell people what they need to do, tell them when they are doing wrong, and encourage them. Do this with great patience and careful teaching. The time will come when people will not listen to the true teaching. But people will find more and more teachers who please them. They will find teachers who say what they want to hear. People will stop listening to the truth. They will begin to follow the teaching in false stories. But you should control yourself at all times. When troubles come, accept them. Do the work of telling the Good News. Do all the duties of a servant of God.
Philippians 2:12-16 (NLT)
Dear friends, you always followed my instructions when I was with you. And now that I am away, it is even more important. Work hard to show the results of your salvation, obeying God with deep reverence and fear. For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do what pleases him.  Do everything without complaining and arguing, so that no one can criticize you. Live clean, innocent lives as children of God, shining like bright lights in a world full of crooked and perverse people. Hold firmly to the word of life; then, on the day of Christ’s return, I will be proud that I did not run the race in vain and that my work was not useless.
This bible study guide continues in the same "spirit" as the last series, but this time taking each topic and sharing key bible verses to promote discussion (if in a small group setting) or thoughtful consideration and prayer, so that each individual may come to a better understanding of how to apply God's Word to these issues today. If possible it would be good to study the scripture verses in several different translations* to give wider insight into their meaning. Some relevant challenges or arguments are included so that the bible student can be prepared to answer skeptical questions and also be confident of explaining the faith view to others.

May God richly bless you as you discover the Truth!

Shirley Davis

* We will be using mostly the New International Version; the New Living Translation; the Amplified Bible; and the Easy-to-Read Version. 

