Discovering the Truth - Discussion Bible Studies for Today

2. Homosexuality and LGBTQ

written by Shirley Davis
www.imofinc.org
1)  Definitions 

The term "LGBT community" (and now sometimes LGBTQ) has become prevalent over recent years in many parts of the world as homosexuality has become more and more accepted in the West. LGBT is understood by most to mean "Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender" and the Q has more recently been added to mean "Queer" or "Questioning" as more people want to emphasis the diversity of people who consider themselves non-heterosexual. 
2)  Different standards
In the last study on sexual immorality, the Biblical case was made for the traditional standards of right conduct in sexual relations - namely abstinence from sexual relations before marriage, and then commitment to the marriage vows between a man and woman as long as they both live, making adultery also a sin. 

In many parts of the world with differing cultures and religions, the generally accepted standards are different. Historic studies of other religions show that in some cases homosexuality (and other sexual immorality) has been tolerated, accepted or even promoted at times (such as in Ancient Greece and Rome). Some surveys* report that U.S. churches and religions where more than 50% of adherents agree that "Homosexuality is a way of life that should be accepted by society" now include the following:

Buddhist


Jewish


Agnostic


Atheist


Hindu


Orthodox Christianity


and many Catholic and mainline Protestant denominations.

Not surprisingly, Wiccan and Satanism actually embrace homosexuality, along with all kinds of "sexual freedom". 

Islam basically condemns homosexuality, but takes the extreme position of actually punishing those who practice it - and in 7 Muslim countries that punishment could even be death!

Today, with ever-increasing sharing of information and influence around the world, we can see how the activism of the LGBTQ community in the USA and Europe in particular is clearly having an influence on changing secular laws. The result is that now, not only are such practices becoming more accepted but also by law there may be same-sex marriage, and situations in which even those with strong religious objections to it must comply by employing, supporting financially, or in other ways endorse members of the LGBTQ community.
3)  Medical facts 
There are some rare medical conditions that can affect the sexuality of an individual that should also be considered in this discussion, and are shared here as interesting facts for deliberation. An estimated 1 in 2,000 children born each year are neither boy nor girl -- they are intersex, part of a group of about 60 conditions that fall under the diagnosis of disorders of sexual development (DSD).**
Ambiguous genitalia is a rare condition in which an infant's external genitals don't appear to be clearly either male or female. The external sex organs may not match the internal sex organs or genetic sex. Ambiguous genitalia isn't a disease. It's a sign of a condition that affects sexual development, and it's referred to as a disorder of sexual development. Like many similar conditions, it can be complicated and require years of hormone treatment or surgery for the child to attain normalcy.
Another condition is CAIS, complete androgen insensitivity syndrome. One example is genetically male but has always looked entirely female.*** Her body has XY chromosomes but is unable to respond to male sex hormones, so she developed female genitalia. Internally, she was born with testes instead of ovaries, and no uterus. Yet she has always considered herself female and is happily married to a man. Several such conditions do not become apparent until puberty.

As more such medical conditions are published, more countries around the world are recognizing the need to improve legislation to give such patients more control of decisions regarding surgery and treatment. The majority of people with DSDs identify as men or women and do not describe themselves as intersex or transgender, viewing their identity as a lived experience and/or medical condition, rather than a gender or sex category, and so not in the LGBTQ group. **** 
4)  The LGBTQ stance
There is huge variance among those who generally identify themselves as being part of the LGBTQ community - as to the order of the letters in the "definition"; as to which groups or sub-groups should be included; and the importance of legal rights for specific minority groups, among many other issues. Most consider it a question of sexual preference - that they should not be marginalized or discriminated against because of the choices they wish to make sexually. Some want to lobby for more changes in the law to completely dismantle the long-held Bible-based standards of Western civilization and allow "true freedom" for all individuals to live according to their individual desires, unhampered by laws. (It is interesting that according to Webster's dictionary, one of the definitions of anarchy is "a utopian society of individuals who enjoy complete freedom without government.")
5)  Our Christian response
So, as Christians, what should our response be to the ever-growing activism and influence of the LGBTQ community?
From the previous bible study on sexual immorality, it is clear that as believers seeking to follow the example of Jesus Christ and share the Gospel with others, we should stand firm on our beliefs and not be swayed by the ways of the world. We are entitled to our own beliefs and opinions, just as everyone is - but also we should not force our beliefs on others.
Sexual immorality is clearly a sin in the Bible, along with many others - but Jesus never focused on the SIN, only on the individual PERSON. He loves everyone and came to save all who are lost. He was not afraid to confront the sin (as in the case of the Samaritan woman at the well, the tax collector Levi, the woman caught in adultery, and many others) yet he did not question about the sins - he merely offered a chance for repentance and forgiveness.

It is good to consider (and remember) what it is like to be "lost" - often confused or unsure about making decisions; continually let down or hurt by those we put our trust in; frequently questioning the purpose of life; forever trying to live a better life yet always failing....

We believe that Jesus Christ is the answer, so we must learn to look past the outward presentation of others and focus on how we can share Jesus with the lost, confused person inside - yet with God's love, and wisdom from the Holy Spirit so that we do not come across as arrogant or know-it-all but genuinely caring and wanting to share the gift of Jesus.
Here are some helpful Bible passages to consider:

1 Timothy 1:8-9 "We know that the law is good if someone uses it right. We also know that the law is not made for those who do what is right. It is made for those who are against the law and refuse to follow it. The law is for sinners who are against God and all that is pleasing to him. It is for those who have no interest in spiritual things and for those who kill their fathers or mothers or anyone else." (ERV)
1 Peter 2:12 "People who do not believe are living all around you. They might say that you are doing wrong. So live good lives. Then they will see the good things you do, and they will give glory to God on the day when Christ comes again." (International Children's Bible)  
1 Timothy 4:12 "You are young, but don’t let anyone treat you as if you are not important. Be an example to show the believers how they should live. Show them by what you say, by the way you live, by your love, by your faith, and by your pure life." (ERV)
Colossian 3:17 "And whatever you do or say, do it as a representative of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through him to God the Father." (NLT)
2 Corinthians 5:20 "So we are Christ’s ambassadors; God is making his appeal through us. We speak for Christ when we plead, “Come back to God!”" (NLT)
* Ranking Religions on Acceptance of Homosexuality... by Tobin Grant http://religionnews.com/2015/06/30/ranking-churches-on-acceptance-of-homosexuality-plus-their-reactions-to-scotus-ruling/
** ABC News  http://abcnews.go.com/Health/intersex-children-pose-ethical-dilemma-doctors-parents-genital/story?id=13153068
*** The Guardian.com  https://www.theguardian.com/world/2016/jul/02/male-and-female-what-is-it-like-to-be-intersex
**** Religious Institute  http://religiousinstitute.org/acting-out-loud/intersex-dsd/
6)  A Christian viewpoint on homosexuality and addictions, for consideration and discussion
As we study how Jesus Christ dealt with people in the Gospels, we see that there were basically three main ways:


1) he healed people who were sick or had physical ailments


2) he cast out evil spirits from people possessed


3) he preached repentance to those in sin.

In the first case, whether it was blindness, leprosy or any other physical condition, Jesus recognized it as sickness and healed them. In some cases he addressed the need for forgiveness of sin first and then healed them (Luke 5:18-26). In some cases he cast out a spirit of infirmity (Luke 13:10-16). But he basically addressed and healed the sickness.

In the second case, involving the effects of evil spirits, he cast out the spirits, liberating the victim completely. The boy with seizures was delivered from a spirit (Matthew 17:14-18), as was the Gadarene demoniac who was delivered from many evil spirits (Luke 8:26-39). The illness or madness was "healed" by being delivered from the spirit.

In the third case, Jesus addressed the sin directly - whether greed, adultery, pride or whatever wrongdoing (the Samaritan woman John 4:17-18). He stated clearly what is pleasing to God and what must be repented of (such as adultery - Matthew 5:27-30; judging others - Matthew 7: 1-5). He did not listen to excuses or consider any explanations (the woman caught in adultery John 8:11). He simply told people to repent, to stop doing it and start living right with God. His teachings and the Word of God are what guide us to do that. Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would help us and he promised to be with us always as we endure suffering, overcome temptation, and learn to be led by the Holy Spirit rather than our fleshly desires.

So, how does all this apply to modern day problems such as homosexuality, addiction to drugs/sex/gambling etc?

I believe we should consider the following:


If homosexuality or addictions are of a physical/chemical origin, (whether congenital or not), then they can be considered an illness - and so Jesus can heal them.


If they are due to evil spirits - then they can be cast out.


If they are neither of the above, then they are clearly sin, which according to the Bible is abhorrent to God, as are other sins. If we love God and have made Jesus Christ our Lord, then homosexual/addictive desires should be considered as any other ungodly, sensual desires - temptations of the flesh, based on deception of the devil.

1 Corinthians 6:9-10: " Don’t you realize that those who do wrong will not inherit the Kingdom of God? Don’t fool yourselves. Those who indulge in sexual sin, or who worship idols, or commit adultery, or are male prostitutes, or practice homosexuality, or are thieves, or greedy people, or drunkards, or are abusive, or cheat people—none of these will inherit the Kingdom of God." (New Living Translation)
Romans 1:21-27: "They know about God, but they don’t honor him or even thank him. Their thoughts are useless, and their stupid minds are in the dark. They claim to be wise, but they are fools. They don’t worship the glorious and eternal God. Instead, they worship idols that are made to look like humans who cannot live forever, and like birds, animals, and reptiles. So God let these people go their own way. They did what they wanted to do, and their filthy thoughts made them do shameful things with their bodies. They gave up the truth about God for a lie, and they worshiped God’s creation instead of God, who will be praised forever. Amen. God let them follow their own evil desires. Women no longer wanted to have sex in a natural way, and they did things with each other that were not natural. Men behaved in the same way. They stopped wanting to have sex with women and had strong desires for sex with other men. They did shameful things with each other, and what has happened to them is punishment for their foolish deeds." (Contemporary English Version)
I believe, with God's help, victory can be gained over such temptations and desires, and peace can be achieved through accepting God's plan for our lives. As with any temptation to sin, if we focus on it and start making excuses for it, looking for reasons and ways to allow us to indulge in it, we begin to seek out others similarly tempted so that we don't feel alone. Then we begin to justify our failure to resist the sin. The more we join with others and believe our reasoning and excuses, the farther from God we become and the less we try to resist the temptation. If we finally believe the ultimate lie, that we CANNOT get control over it, then we have truly become slaves to the sin, and give up trying to resist it.

Once a society begins to consider and accept the reasoning and excuses for the sin, the more accepted the sinful behavior becomes - drawing in the curious and others who are lost or confused. Even Christians can be tempted to condone the behavior, believing they are showing compassion as they consider the "feelings" and plight of those caught up in the sin, and suffering as a result. The TRUTH is that many are deceived by the lies of the devil and then entrapped by following their sensual desires instead of obeying the Word of God. Jesus Christ gave his life so that EVERYONE (no matter what temptations they face) may be set FREE to live and enjoy GOD's plan for their life - which is the BEST!

Galatians 5:16-17:  "So I tell you: Live by following the Spirit. Then you will not do what your sinful selves want. Our sinful selves want what is against the Spirit, and the Spirit wants what is against our sinful selves. The two are against each other, so you cannot do just what you please." (New Century Version) 

