Monthly message for kids - Curious facts about Bible heroes - 5
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

An Old Testament story often told to children is that of Samuel, as the story of his early years is one of the few stories about children in the Bible. His mother, Hannah, went for many years without having children, which made her very sad. Also, her husband's other wife had several children and so she frequently made fun of Hannah for not having any! Year after year when they went to give sacrifices at the House of the Lord in Shiloh, Hannah was mocked and laughed at by her rival. Finally one year she went to the altar and cried out her heart to God. She made a vow that if God allowed her to have a child, she would give the child up to be in service to God all his life. The old priest, Eli, overheard her cries but presumed she was drunk! (That showed he wasn't a very kind priest!). But when he learned the truth, Eli gave her a blessing and sent her on her way, and Hannah believed that God had heard her prayer. Sure enough, not long after, Hannah's prayer was answered and she became pregnant. She gave birth to a little boy she named Samuel. She loved him very much and took care of him for about 3 years until he could eat regular food. But then, even though it must have broken her heart, she took him to the House of God and left him with Eli to learn how to serve and obey God.

We go on to read at the beginning of 1 Samuel, how even at a young age Samuel began to hear God speaking to him; and as he learned to recognize God's voice, he told others all that God said, which always came true. Later Samuel became a great prophet who was known and loved throughout all the land of Israel. But if we read carefully in chapter 2, we discover some very interesting facts about the priest Eli and his two sons who were in charge of raising Samuel.


1 Samuel 2:12-17 says "The sons of Eli were base and worthless and didn't know or respect the Lord..." It goes on to tell how these two would threaten the people coming to sacrifice, in order to get the best meat for themselves! This was stealing from God, and was a great sin!

v.22-25 tells how Eli heard how his sons slept with women at the door of the House of God and how all Israel talked about their evil ways. He warned his sons but they didn't listen to him.


1 Samuel 3:11-13 says that God told Samuel he was about to judge and punish Eli's family because Eli knew about it but didn't stop his sons from sinning and doing evil.


So young Samuel must have seen all that wickedness. Eli and his sons were very bad examples, yet Samuel didn't grow up to be like them! His heart was eager to hear and obey God, and God protected him from all the wickedness around him. What a wonderful encouragement and example for children who have a terrible home life with family members deep in sin! If their heart seeks to know God and serve Him, God can protect them and guide them to do right!
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