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The famous story of Moses leading the Israelites out of slavery in Egypt and back to the promised land of Israel is probably one of the most well-known and important ones in the Old Testament. We read in the Book of Exodus that the Israelites had over 600,000 men of fighting age when they arrived near Jericho and were ready to enter Israel. But then God took Moses to Heaven and Joshua was appointed to be the leader. Joshua was in fact one of the only TWO "old" men left among all those Israelites, as he and Caleb were the two spies who returned with a good report from going to check out the land of Canaan just a year or so after the Israelites arrived in the wilderness (Numbers 13). The other 10 spies fearfully reported the land was filled with giants and the Israelites could not possibly take it. Because of their fear and lack of trust in God to help them, the Israelites were left to wander in the wilderness for 40 years - until everyone in that generation (aged over 20 years old) had died, with the exception of Joshua and Caleb.

It is believed that Joshua was about 40 years old when they all left Egypt, and he was the leader of the Israelites whenever they went into battle, from the first time against the Amalekites in the wilderness (Exodus 17) until the battle for Jericho and the other cities of Canaan that were taken over by the Israelites. So this great fighting man was in his 80's when he led the Israelites (all under the age of 60) to march around the walls of Jericho. As they finally all shouted at once, God did a great miracle and caused the massive walls to fall down and the city of Jericho was taken.
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With everyone excited about this win, Joshua sent spies to check out the next town of Ai. They returned saying that it would be no problem as it had few men, so only 3,000 of the 600,000 Israelite men went to attack it, but they failed and were all chased away and killed. This came as a huge shock to Joshua and the leaders of Israel! Joshua fell down and begged God to know why it had happened. God revealed to him that some of the Israelites had stolen silver and gold from Jericho instead of putting it into the treasury for the Lord. The Israelites were all told to pray and present themselves before God tribe by tribe and then family by family. God revealed to Joshua which family was guilty. The gold and silver were found, and the family were all punished by death. 


It was an important reminder that God must be obeyed, as without His blessing there would only be defeat. Joshua took the whole army and planned the next attack against Ai. This time it went well and the whole city was destroyed. Even though Joshua was old, he went on to lead the Israelite army to conquer the land and there were many years of peace before he died at the age of 110! 
