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Monthly message for kids - God said do WHAT???
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

You may have heard the saying "God moves in mysterious ways". This isn't actually a quote from the Bible but from a Christian hymn written several hundred years ago. The Bible does tell us that we cannot always understand what God does: "Yes, God’s riches are very great! His wisdom and knowledge have no end! No one can explain what God decides. No one can understand his ways." Romans 11:33 (ERV) As we do our best to obey God's Word and be like Jesus, we sometimes find ourselves in a situation where those around us don't understand what WE are doing. In fact they may even make fun of us or make us feel embarrassed. Perhaps you were given a new children's bible for your birthday and want to take it to school to show your friends. As you are enjoying reading it or looking at the pictures, someone (maybe even a teacher!) may tease you or even tell you off for bringing it to school. It makes you feel uncomfortable and sad - but that doesn't mean you were wrong!


The Bible is full of stories of godly people who were mocked and laughed at, or made to feel embarrassed because they were trying to obey God but other people didn't understand. Just think of Noah as he spent about 100 years building the ark because he believed there would be a flood (something that had never happened before!). EVERYONE else on earth was wicked, so it's very likely they made fun of him day after day as he worked and preached to them! Joshua obeyed God and led the Israelites to walk in total silence around the outside of the walls of Jericho, believing that they could conquer the city. I'm sure that at least everyone inside Jericho thought this was crazy - even if the Israelites didn't themselves! In Judges 7 we read about Gideon who was chosen by God to defeat the enemy who had 135,000 soldiers. First he was told to reduce his army from 32,000 men down to 300, and then he was told to go into battle carrying only trumpets and flaming torches inside clay jugs! I'm sure everyone thought he had lost his mind - but as always, God rewarded the obedience with a miraculous victory!


In Luke 1 we read how an angel came to visit a young teenage girl named Mary. He told her that she had been chosen by God to give birth to God's own son, and that he should be called Jesus. Mary wasn't married, but was engaged to a man named Joseph. She knew it was impossible for her to be pregnant without having been with a man and that she would be judged a sinner if she did somehow became pregnant! But she trusted God and agreed. I've no doubt she felt embarrassed and worried as the weeks and months passed. When Joseph found out, he wanted to send her away but God spoke to him in a dream and so he also believed it was God. It was all so strange - yet God worked it all out and the baby, Jesus, was born into this world. He would grow up to change the world forever and bring salvation to all mankind!  
