Monthly message for kids - A new look at the Christmas Story
  By Aunt Shirley - www.imofinc.org

Last month we looked at some of the strange things that God told his faithful people to do that resulted in great miracles. As Christmas approaches we want to take a fresh look at the wonderful Christmas Story to better understand exactly how challenging it was for some of the main characters. We already considered how difficult it must have been for both Mary and Joseph to accept that she was pregnant with God's own son. As they neared the exciting birth of this very special baby, they must have been shocked to learn of the Roman census that required them to travel for many days back to Bethlehem to be registered. How on earth could Mary travel so far, being heavily pregnant? What if she fell of the donkey? Where could they stay? (After all they couldn't phone ahead and book a motel room!) Why didn't God make the Romans change the census until the following year? Yet we learn that it had already been prophesied for the Messiah to be born in Bethlehem, so it HAD to be - and of course we learn that God was faithful and worked it all out.

The shepherds in the fields witnessed the greatest angelic event EVER, when a multitude (huge number) of heavenly hosts (armies of angels) proclaimed the good news of Jesus' birth! Just imagine their fear, amazement, shock and excitement as they tried to understand what was happening! They all had to go and find the baby to see if it was real or if it was some weird dream - so they just up and left all their sheep to go see! Of course it WAS real!


The old man Simeon had been waiting for years, believing that he would see the Messiah before he died, yet he grew older and older. The old prophetess Anna spent all her time praying in the temple....yet both of them immediately recognized the baby Jesus when he was taken to be presented in the temple (even though it was the custom for ALL boy  babies to be presented there), and they gave praise and glory to God.


The wise men traveled far from eastern lands because they believed that the new star they had seen would lead them to a very special king of the Jews that had been born. They believed this so strongly that they had left everything and brought special gifts for the newborn king. Imagine how determined and committed they had to be to travel for weeks and months across the desert, risking attack from robbers and even death! They didn't know where they were going but just kept following the star! But when they inquired of King Herod and the prophesy about Bethlehem was found to confirm it, even King Herod believed it! He panicked and immediately ordered all the baby boys there to be killed. 
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Mary and Joseph didn't know about this but GOD did, so He warned Joseph in a dream to take Mary and the baby and flee to Egypt, and so they escaped and were safe. We may be so familiar with this story that we forget how difficult or scary it must have been for those who experienced it all. But it shows us that our Heavenly Father really does have everything under control! We can trust Him! Hoping you have a wonderful time celebrating Christmas this year!
